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Plans are in high gear for the 2013 
Louisiana Skeeter Run slated for Saturday, 
March 2. Race directors are in place for 10 
locations throughout the state for the 
Skeeter Run, offering races in two new 
cities—Monroe and Haynesville. Last year’s 
5K/Fun Run, held April 21, was enjoyed 


by more than 2,000 volunteers, runners and 
walkers in eight cities. The event raised 
more than $74,000 for Imagine No 
Malaria, a global initiative of The United 
Methodist Church. 

Race chair Gary Merrifield, member of 
University UMC in Baton Rouge, is excit¬ 


ed about building on the success of last 
year’s inaugural event. “We’re planning 
after-event parties with music and food at 
each race site. We’re looking at coming up 
with some exciting items for our ‘goodie 

See Skeeter Run, page 5 


Operation Happy New Year 



For the sixth year in a row, First United Methodist Church in Covington has assembled and distributed meals for mem¬ 
bers of the community on New Years Day. Church member Ronnie Berg, along with 40 volunteers from the church, 
hosted another successful event Jan. 1 with the help of area vendors and agencies. Berg has coordinated Operation 
Happy New Year which, he admits, had humble beginnings. He shared the story of the ministry with the Times 
Picayune, reprinted below. Nancy Berg, left, Rosalie Statham and Cindy Patton, above, prepare the traditional New 
Years meal of ham, cabbage and peas. More than 500 dinners were served this year in the St. Tammany area. 


Food, love shared through the breaking of bread on New Year’s Day 


BY CAROL WOLFRAM 
NOLA.COM/TIMES PICAYUNE 

The morning of Jan. 1 is generally a 
quiet one. Most in St. Tammany slumber, 
having stayed up until the wee hours of 
the morning celebrating the arrival of a 
new year. First United Methodist Church 
in Covington was quiet as 2013 dawned 
as well, relatively speaking, but my good¬ 
ness were those people busy. 

Men huddled over steaming cauldrons 
of black-eyed peas and cabbage in the 


parking lot beside the church fellowship 
hall while, inside the church kitchen, 
teams wielding large, sharp knives filled 
serving trays with slice after slice of 
baked ham. 

The cooking had actually begun at 
about 11 p.m. on New Year’s Eve, and, 
after the First United Methodist volun¬ 
teers had had a few hours of rest, work 
resumed at 6 a.m. on New Year’s day. 

By that afternoon, more than 500 peo¬ 
ple who otherwise might not have had a 


meal to look forward to - much less one 
to celebrate - were enjoying Operation 
Happy New Year feasts. 

Mercy, food shared 
This is the sixth year Ronnie Berg has 
coordinated the effort which, he admits, 
had a most humble beginning. 

When Berg was chairman of the 
Church Council, he had introduced the 
idea of providing a New Year’s dinner for 
needy residents of the community. Unlike 

See Operation New Year, page 4 
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ON THE JOURNEY: Beginning the new year in prayer 


One of my favorite services in the 
United Methodist Book of Worship is the 
Covenant Renewal Service. The rubric for 
the service says this, “The heart of the 
service, focused in the Covenant Prayer, 
requires persons to commit themselves to 
God. This covenant is serious and 
assumes adequate preparation for and 
continual response to the covenant.” We 
often use portions of this service in the 
early beginnings of the New Year but I 
return to the phrase, “This covenant is 
serious and assumes adequate preparation 
for and CONTINUAL RESPONSE to the 
covenant.” This covenant is not a New 
Year’s resolution that is forgotten by the 
tenth of the month but one that in my 
words cannot assume adequate prepara¬ 
tion and continual response (sorry Mr. 
Wesley) but one that REQUIRES prepara¬ 


tion and continual response. Listen to 
what makes this covenant a reality: 

First, set apart some time, more than 
once, to be spent alone before the Lord. 

Second, be serious and in a spirit of 
holy awe and reverence. 

Third, claim God’s covenant, rely upon 
God’s promise of giving grace and 
strength, so you can keep your promise. 
Fourth, resolve to be faithful. 

Lastly, be then prepared to renew your 
covenant with the Lord. Fall down on 
your knees, lift your hands toward heav¬ 
en, open your hearts to the Lord. 

(from The United Methodist Book of 
Worship, page 292) 

As we begin a new year as the people 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference, my 
hope is that we might begin every day 
with Wesley’s Covenant Prayer. We expe¬ 


rienced God’s amazing presence and 
grace last Fall as we prayed together for 
one minute every day at one o’clock. 

This year, you have been invited to join 
the cabinet in a daily reading of the New 
Testament. We will pray a chapter a day 
beginning with the first chapter of 
Matthew, and once we arrive at the last 
chapter of the Book of Revelation we will 
begin again and read the Gospels together. 
I trust you are making this a daily prac¬ 
tice, and as you read, that you might hear 
a new word for you. I am praying for each 
of you every day and I am making it a 
practice to end my reading with Wesley’s 
Covenant prayer. May we all be blessed 
beyond our imagination this year as we 
continually respond to our covenant! 

Covenant Prayer from John Wesley's 
Covenant Service, 1780: 


I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with 
whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid 
aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought 
low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have 
nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made 
on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen 
In Christ, Cynthia Fierro Harvey 


Alston explains district realignment process 


When the amended 
Strategic Vitality Task 
Force/Council on 
Finance and 
Administration report 
was passed by Annual 
Conference delegates 
this past June, sweep¬ 
ing changes were made 
in numerous areas of 
our connectional min¬ 
istry. Some of the 
changes received much 
time and deliberation on the conference 
floor, and others, not so much. Among the 
actions taken in that vote was the 
Conference choosing to move from seven 
to six districts as of July 1, 2013. An 
announcement of the new configuration 
will be made in the near future. 

If the district realignment was one of 
the least-discussed changes enacted last 
summer, the conversations since that time 
have certainly made up for it. The Book of 
Discipline provides for the Annual 
Conference to set the number of districts, 
while the Bishop sets the boundaries for 
those districts. Bishop Harvey has taken 
this charge from the Conference with 
utmost seriousness and care, and the task 
of redistricting has been on the agenda of 
each Cabinet meeting since June. We have 
named concems/criteria for consideration 
in this discernment process, such as natural 
geographic boundaries; cultural affinities; 
distribution of churches, pastors and finan¬ 
cial askings and expenditures; local church 
vitality and Self-Identification Profiles; 
previous history in particular district con¬ 
figurations; and missional alignments. 

We have been poring over a large 
Louisiana map with our current district 
lines and pins marking each church in the 
conference. We have looked at various 
ways to draw a new six-district arrange¬ 
ment, and explored the ramifications of 
each. We have studied options greatly 
affecting a small number of districts and 
options of reconfiguring—even renam¬ 
ing—all districts. Above all, we have 
bathed the process in prayer. In this time of 


transition and change with its difficult deci¬ 
sions and necessary sacrifices, we know 
that the larger mission must take prece¬ 
dence over personal preferences. Even as 
we realize that at least one of us current 
District Superintendents will not be sitting 
at the table next year, we seek to stay 
focused on our call, our task, here and now, 
for a greater purpose. 

Many of you have been praying along 
with us. Thank you. You have asked ques¬ 
tions and offered ideas. You have remind¬ 
ed us that we have previously met the chal¬ 
lenge and transitioned well. It’s been 
encouraging to hear so many of our lay and 
clergy leaders put this process in perspec¬ 
tive. We’ve been reminded, “We’ve adjust¬ 
ed districts before. Remember when there 
was a Natchitoches District? A Ruston 
District? A North Shore District?” The fact 
remains that a redrawing of district lines 
does not change the current placements of 
our churches, or the local mission fields to 
which we are called to serve and engage 
with increasing fervor and relevance. It is 
good to be reminded that our identity is not 
ultimately with the district where we live 
and minister, or whether that district is 
named by a particular city or another type 
of description. Our identity remains in the 
One who was bom in one city and grew up 
in another, whose birth was first announced 
to nomadic and resilient shepherds, whose 
natal star drew the attention and gifts of 
seekers from a faraway region, and whose 
ministry kept him and his followers on the 
move and adapting to shifting needs and 
circumstances. 

When Bishop Harvey announces our 
new district alignment, may each of us be 
able to say with the Psalmist, “The Lord is 
my chosen portion and my cup; you hold 
my lot. The boundary lines have fallen for 
me in pleasant places; I have a goodly her¬ 
itage”- Psalm 16: 5-6 (NRSV). 

Emmanuel is here. Epiphany shines 
forth. Gifts have been poured into our 
lives, and the call to live those gifts with 
boldness, grace, and joy, is leading us into 
new adventures in our journey with Christ! 



Rev. Ellen 
Alston 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Jim Humphreys 11/10/2012 
Rev. Robert Chance 11/27/2012 
Rev. Herbert Austin Smith 12/3/2012 


Clergy spouse retreat slated for February 22 - 23 


The 2013 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be 
held Feb. 22-23 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. This year’s theme is “We 
are God’s Masterpiece.” 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey will lead 
the communion service on Saturday morn¬ 
ing. Participants will check in at 4 p.m. and 


a light dinner will be served at 5 p.m. 

All active, retired and surviving spouses 
of clergy (men and women) are invited to 
attend. 

Look for more information and registra¬ 
tion forms to be mailed soon. 


Register now! 

for the 2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run! 

To register, visit www.louisianaskeeterrun.org 
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Rev. Jack O’Dell is pictured with members of The Well UMC praise team in Ponchatoula. The Well is one of three new church starts for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference that began in 2007. New church start Faith Crossing UMC, which recently merged with Friendship UMC in Walker, gave Christmas toys to area children. 


New and revitalized congregations are top priority for La. Conference 


“After this, the Lord appointed 72 oth¬ 
ers and sent them two by two ahead of him 
to every town and place where he was 
about to go. He told them, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field. Go! I am 
sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and 
do not greet anyone on the road. When 
you enter a house, first say, 1 Peace to this 
house. ’ If a man of peace is there, your 
peace will rest on him; if not, it will return 
to you. Stay in that house, eating and 
drinking whatever they give you, for the 
worker deserves his wages. Do not move 
around from house to house. When you 
enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is 
set before you. Heal the sick who are there 
and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is 
near you. ’ “Luke 10:1-9, NIV 

“Two by two.” This familiar sequence 
of numbers is often identified with Noah 
and the Ark, the animals entering in two- 
by-two (one male and one female) to 
repopulate the earth after the flood. Two 
by two they prepare the way for a re-start 
to creation. In Luke’s account of Jesus’ 
ministry, “two by two” appears once again. 
This time it refers to Jesus sending out sev¬ 
enty-two other disciples out to prepare the 
way for him to enter and minister to nearby 
towns. 

“Two by two” Jesus sends these individ¬ 
uals on a different mission to repopulate. 
There is no flood this time. There is no ark, 
no Noah. There is a Messiah. And two by 
two these appointed “others” prepare the 
way - to build relationships, heal the sick 
and proclaim that the Kingdom of God is 
near. Jesus provided simple and difficult 


instructions: offer peace, stay there, eat and 
drink what is provided, abide, tend to the 
needs, proclaim the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus trains and sends out congregational 
developers out two-by-two. 

In the Louisiana Annual Conference, the 
mission is clear: to prepare the way of the 
Lord by making disciplines. The missional 
priority determined by the 2011 Annual 
Conference is to develop new congrega¬ 
tions. 

In 2007, the conference planted three 
new churches that are continuing to devel¬ 
op today. Faith Crossing, The Well, and 
NewSong UMCs offer communities peace, 
tending to needs and proclaiming the 
Kingdom of God. 

Dr. Jack O’Dell, founding and lead pas¬ 
tor of The Well in Ponchatoula states, “Our 
congregation remains vibrant and growing. 
We now average 175 in worship, many of 
whom are young families that crave the 
unique brand of worship that we offer at 
The Well.” 

Jesus’ instruction to the 72 still rings 
true—“The harvest is plentiful.” According 
to Heather Sullivan, a member of The Well 
UMC, the church “is bringing people who 
have not been traditional church-goers, into 
active and life-changing relationships with 
Christ.” Statistics show that new church 
starts see a greater influx of new church 
members than existing congregations. 
Congregational developers seek not to 
repopulate the world with more churches, 
but rather to work alongside existing con¬ 
gregations to repopulate the hearts of God’s 
creation. 

Jesus’ instruction to offer peace to a 
community is evident at The Well. 

Sullivan explains, “The combination of 
worship and interaction with fellow 


Christians fills the voids in people’s lives 
and brings a sense of peace that cannot be 
identified as anything other than God’s 
love and presence.” 

In worship, communities proclaim the 
Kingdom of God through message, song 
and liturgy. But, for developing churches, 
worship may look and feel a bit different 
from more established worship communi¬ 
ties. At NewSong UMC in Prairieville, the 
addition of a traditional worship service at 
8 a.m. on Sundays allows the church to 
offer three worship experiences. As found¬ 
ing and lead pastor, Rev. Trey Harris 
describes, “This service has just enough 
liturgy to ‘feel’ Methodist without being 
stodgy.” While the 8 a.m. service is led by 
a world class pianist and gifted song leader 
in the great hymns of the faith, the 9:30 
and 11 a.m. services offer a more casual 
and contemporary environment and include 
a vibrant children’s ministry. 

Like The Well, NewSong continues to 
see growth. “Our average weekly worship 
attendance for 2012 was 243 and we had 
32 professions of faith. God is definitely up 
to something very cool at NewSong,” 
states Harris. In June of 2012, NewSong 
moved into newly acquired property on 
Old Perkins Road in Prairieville. This new 
UMC currently meets in a 12,000 square 
foot structure (formerly a private residence) 
renovated for worship, classroom and 
office space. “We’re just getting ready for 
our mansions in Glory!,” exclaims Harris. 

While Jesus instructs the 72 to go, 
abide, extend peace and proclaim the 
Kingdom of God, he also directs them to 
meet the needs of the communities. Newly 
merged with the Friendship UMC campus, 
Faith Crossing in Walker deeply invests in 
the lives of those in the community. 


Through establishing genuine relationships 
the church assesses needs and rallies 
together to provide. Founding and lead pas¬ 
tor, Rev. Leslie Stephens reports, “Over the 
holiday season we adopted 23 kids in our 
communities and provided gifts, household 
items, clothes and food for them and their 
families. We turned our church’s Christmas 
tree into a giving tree and raised more than 
$2,000 in cash and donations which we 
used to provide Christmas for these kids 
and seed a new outreach group which will 
allow us to continue to help the neediest 
folks around us.” In addition, Faith 
Crossing recently partnered with the 
Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank to give 
away over 17,000 pounds of food to over 
200 families in the community. 

Stephens reflects on Faith Crossing’s 
merger with Friendship UMC: “We feel 
incredibly grateful to be in our new 
facility. We have truly become one commu¬ 
nity and are now working harder than ever 
to establish a presence outside of our 
walls.” Like The Well and NewSong, Faith 
Crossing continues to seek new and cre¬ 
ative ways to reach out to the community 
through worship. In December, Faith 
Crossing launched another service offering 
a more traditional worship service to reach 
new faces. Stephens adds, “That service 
averages around 22 folks and is growing 
every week.” 

New congregations like Faith Crossing, 
The Well and NewSong are just the begin¬ 
ning for the Louisiana Conference. 
Founding pastor of Benton and Grace 
Community UMCs in Shreveport, Dr. Rob 
Weber, Director of Congregational 
Development and Transformation recog- 

See Congregations, page 8 



Rev. Leslie Stephens is pictured with members of Faith Crossing UMC, left. One of three conference new church starts, NewSong UMC in Prairieville, right, is housed 
in a 12,000 square foot structure that was formerly a private residence. 
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Nancy Berg, center, gives portion-control tips to volunteer Beth Heintz, left, while assembling meals for Operation Happy New Year. David McDonald and Neal 
Fromenthal, both of Covington, boil cabbage on New Year's Day outside of the First United Methodist Church of Covington. The cabbage, a traditional dish enjoyed on 
New Year's Day, was part of a meal provided for free to more than 500 needy residents of the north shore. 


Operation New Year, from page i 

the current operation, it was a smaller-scale 
production, and the food was prepared to 
be eaten in the church fellowship hall 
rather than delivered. 

The results were underwhelming. 

“No one showed up, not one person. We 
were devastated,” Berg recalled with a 
chuckle. 

It was at that first dismal undertaking 
that church member Lee Gallaspy had a 
thought: Why not call the Covington Police 
Department and see if there were any 
police officers on duty who would like to 
have a hot meal. When the single police 
officer arrived, he was treated to a huge 
meal with five-star service by the eager 
First United Methodist Church volunteers. 

That officer then asked if the church had 
any to-go boxes, because he knew a couple 
of families who could use a New Year’s 
Day meal. 

Did they have to-go boxes! 

Church members quickly boxed up 
meals that were delivered by that officer 
and Covington Police Chief Richard 
Palmisano who, as he collected boxes of 
Operation Happy New Year meals this 
year, recalled that many a door went 
unopened or was opened warily that first 
year. “Most of the time, when we came 
around there was a problem. Not this 


time,” he said. 

Those shared meals opened hearts as 
well as doors. 

“It’s shown the community we’re not 
just there in bad times,” he said. 

Nourishing the soul 

Nancy Berg, Sous-Chef at Mondo 
restaurant in New Orleans and the daughter 
of Ronnie Berg, understands the power of 
food. She has volunteered at Operation 
Happy New Year for the past four years. 

“This is the meal that sends them into 
the new year, the meal that gives them new 
hope when there was none,” Ronnie Berg 
said. 

It’s a labor of love, she admits. 

“Food is the thing that brings us togeth¬ 
er. For a chef, food is love,” she said. “For 
me, as a person, this is a way to pay for¬ 
ward all the help I’ve been given through¬ 
out my life. As a spiritual being, it’s impor¬ 
tant to reach out to people in need. There 
are always people in need.” 

Feeding the spirit is at the heart of 
Operation Happy New Year, Ronnie Berg 
explained. 

As Berg blessed the food, the Styrofoam 
containers, the volunteers filling those to- 
go boxes and the members of the commu¬ 
nity who donated the food to make the 
project possible - Acquistapace’s, Winn- 
Dixie on Louisiana 25, Susan Spicer, 
Annadele’s, and Bush United Methodist 


Church - he reiterated why the familiar 
New Year’s meal of ham, cabbage, black- 
eyed peas and com muffins has the power 
to deliver more than sustenance. 

“The first eyes to see this food are the 
eyes of Jesus, through the eyes of the 
poor,” Berg said. “This is the meal that 
sends them into the new year, the meal that 
gives them new hope when there was 
none.” 

A community united 

Sharing the Operation Happy New Year 
mission with the 40-plus volunteers from 
First United Methodist Church in 
Covington is a team of what Berg calls 
“agents” who work diligently to ensure that 
the boxes are delivered into the hands of 
those with the greatest needs. They speak 
confidentially with service organizations, 
gather names from church members and 
the police, and even gather names from 
motorists waiting in line at the Covington 
Food Bank. 

“I was there, at the Covington Food 
Bank line, and I met a man who said he’d 
gotten a meal last year. I thought, This 
guy’s been in this line for a year,”’ Berg 
said. “The fact is, some people have never 
not been in this line.” 

After the names of recipients have been 
gathered, and the meals have been prepared 
and blessed, they are delivered either 
directly into the hands of the needy or to 


drop-off points. Food distribution sites 
include Newell United Methodist, First 
Free Mission and Morning Star Baptist 
churches and Goodwill, in Mandeville; 
Bush United Methodist Church; and, the 
Covington Food Bank, which supports 
needy families throughout the north shore. 

Meals also are served at First United 
Methodist Church in Covington to the chil¬ 
dren living at the United Methodist 
Children’s Home, who also enjoy a movie 
and receive gift cards donated by 
Walgreen’s; and participants in the New 
Horizons drug and alcohol rehablitation 
program. 

“Every person receiving a meal today is 
someone who has a rough year ahead of 
them,” Berg said. “We’re answering God’s 
call to the least of thee, the poor. That’s 
what drives this program.” 

For Bill Von Weg, one of the church 
volunteers laboring Jan. 1, Operation 
Happy New Year is a living testimony to 
his belief that most people are good and, 
when given the chance, will choose to do 
good. 

Berg apparently agreed. Concluding the 
Operation Happy New Year blessing like a 
general heading into battle, he shouted, 
“Now let’s get to work!” 

And they did. Operation Happy New 
Year 2013: Mission accomplished. 



Operation Happy New Year organizer Ronnie Berg, left, is shown during the event with Covington Police Chief Richard Palmisano. Berg leads volunters on Jan. 1 in 
blessing the food being prepared for the poor. 'The first eyes to see this food are the eyes of Jesus, through the eyes of the poor,' Berg said. 
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Skeeter Run, from page i 

bags’ and will be adding a few special 
elements for kids,” said Merrifield. 
Barbara Robinson, a member of Jefferson 
UMC in Baton Rouge, is serving as the 
overall race site party coordinator and 
will work with individual party coordina¬ 
tors in each city to plan special and fun 
events. 

Merrifield will be leading these volun¬ 
teer race directors: Rev. Jim Elder, 
Alexandria; Judd Hammond and Meghan 
Backstrom, Baton Rouge; Rev. Chuck 
Christensen, Haynesville; Michelle 
Guidry, Lafayette; Stuart Keyes, Monroe; 
Chuck George and Max Zehner, New 
Orleans; Amy Stegall, Ruston; Scott 
Luginbill and Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill, 
Shreveport; Angela Bulhof, Sulphur; and 
Dennis Soignier, Thibodaux. 

Local churches will soon be receiving 
promotional tools to “get the word out” to 
their congregations about the race. “We 
are counting on all of our churches to pro¬ 
mote the event and to sign up to run or 
walk. 

The more participation we have, the 
greater chance we have to raise awareness 
about malaria, which kills nearly 700,000 
people annually. The vast majority of 
these victims are children under the age 
of five,” said Betty Backstrom, director of 
communications for the annual confer¬ 
ence. 

Pastors and lay leaders of local 
churches are encouraged by the Bishop 
and the Appointive Cabinet to: 

•Promote the Skeeter Run through 
church media, Lacebook, websites and 
newsletters. Encourage your members to 
register today! Pastors, please speak about 
the event from the pulpit during 
announcements! 

•Make SURE there is a point person 
for signing up church members for the 
run! 

•Plan a “swat team” sign up day at 
church in January! 

•Sign up to participate in the 2013 
Louisiana Skeeter Run, yourself! It’s 
FUN! 

“Not only is the Skeeter Run a won¬ 
derful opportunity to raise funds and 
awareness for a worthy cause, it offers us 
a chance to invite friends and family to an 
outreach event supported by the United 
Methodist churches in Louisiana. 


“Take this opportunity to pay the reg¬ 
istration fee for someone you know. 
Sponsor a young person to walk or run, 
even if you can’t participate yourself,” 
said Rev. Don Cottrill, provost. 

Registration for the event is $20 per 
adult ($25 after Feb. 15) and $10 for 
those 18 and under ($15 after Feb. 15). 
Individuals and teams can register at 
www. louisianaskeeterrun. org 

All participants receive a beautiful t- 
shirt with the Skeeter Run logo. “In addi¬ 
tion, some churches are designing their 
own t-shirts for their ‘swat teams.’ What a 
fun idea to promote team spirit,” said 
Merrifield, who is excited about the 


enthusiasm shown by Louisiana congre¬ 
gations. 

Details about the 10 races, routes and 
after parties can also be found on the 
website, which is being updated on a reg¬ 
ular basis. 

As with last year’s Skeeter Run, the 
conference is receiving advertising and 
promotional support from United 
Methodist Communications in Nashville. 
Advertising plans include billboards in 
key cities, radio and other media. 

Last year’s Skeeter Run chair 
Margaret Johnson had this to say about 
the event: “As United Methodists, we put 
feet to our faith. The Louisiana Skeeter 


Run is a great example of who we are. 
Each one of our volunteers played a key 
part in sharing the story for Imagine No 
Malaria.” 

Participant Stephani Rogers wrote this 
about the 2012 event: “Just wanted to 
thank you for an awesome run! I loved 
the people along the way cheering us on 
and the friendliness of everyone! I do not 
go to church there (a United Methodist 
church) and I felt so amazingly welcome! 
I will run again next year for sure!” 

Questions about the event can be 
directed to Betty Backstrom at bettyback- 
strom@la-umc.org or call (225) 346- 
1646. 


2013: A message from Barbara Ferguson, president 


UMW jumps into 

I wish you a happy 
and blessed new year 
on behalf of the United 
Methodist Women’s 
Conference Level 
Leadership Team! We 
are thankful to be able 
to serve at the state 
level to promote and 
support the develop¬ 
ment of United 
Methodist Women. 

In 2013, we will 

focus on our most important priorities: 
spiritual growth, supportive fellowships 
and mission. We will actively strive to 


demonstrate our belief that local units are 
the foundation of our work by visiting each 
local unit during the year. 

In addition, we will continue to offer 
three programs, but this time in three dif¬ 
ferent locations. 

The programs and their respective dates 
and locales in 2013 are the Spiritual 
Growth Retreat (Feb. 23, Baton Rouge 
District); Mission “U”, formerly School of 
Christian Mission (July 17-20, The Wesley 
Center); and the UMW Annual Meeting, 
(Oct. 11-12, Monroe District). We sincerely 
hope that one of these three events will be 
close enough to each UMW member to 
make it easy for her to attend. 


As you read this article, 11 leaders for 
Louisiana’s UMW are in Lake Junaluska, 
North Carolina attending Leadership 
Development Days, a national training 
event for United Methodist Women. They 
include Sandy DeCelle, Barbara Ferguson, 
Marjorie Franklin, Debbie Hancock, 
Cynthia Logan, Margery Manuel, Judy 
Nugent, Georgie Lee Roberson, Carrie 
Roy, Clara Toombs and Regina Wilson. 

For additional information throughout 
the year, please visit the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women's 
website: 

• Go to www.la-umc.org 

• Click on ministries 


• Click on laity 

• Click on UMW 
There you will find the United 

Methodist Women homepage and links to 
UMW Executive Team, forms and upcom¬ 
ing events. 

Be proud to be a United Methodist 
Woman! It is the largest and oldest organi¬ 
zation of lay women in the world dedicated 
to mission. 

Blessings for a wonderful new year! 

Barbara Ferguson 

UMW LA Conference President 



Barbara 

Ferguson 
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United Methodist churches throughout the denomination will participate in America’s Sunday Supper this January. The event, designed to honor the legacy of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., encourages churches to find ways to address the issues of our communities. The special focus of this year’s event is on serving the military. 


America’s Sunday Supper offers model for community discussions 


January 21, 2013 marks the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. federal holiday. 

This milestone is a perfect opportunity for 
Americans to honor Dr. King’s legacy by 
working throughout January to find ways 
to address the issues of our communities. 

America’s Sunday Supper offers a 
model to engage people over dinner about 
community issues and to do something to 
make a difference—all while relating to the 
life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The 
2013 focus for Sunday Supper is on help¬ 
ing troops coming home from the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars transition back into com- 

United Methodist 

If your congregation is seeking ways to 
reach out to military families, New 
Providence United Methodist Church, on 
the Tennessee-Kentucky border, might 
inspire you. 

Just six miles from the Fort Campbell 
Army base in Kentucky, New Providence 
is home to many retired soldiers and their 
families. They know what it is like to have 
a spouse or parent absent for a year or 
more. They know how it is to celebrate 
birthdays with Mom or Dad deployed thou¬ 
sands of miles from home. They resonate 
with the frustration of a car that won’t 
budge and the pressure of caring for chil¬ 
dren 24/7. 

They understand because they’ve been 
there. 

Through the Eagle’s Wings ministry, 

New Providence matches military families 
with “sponsors” — members of the congre¬ 
gation who act as friends, confidants and, 
often, surrogate grandparents, aunts and 
uncles. 

This ministry is just one example of 
how United Methodists reach out to troops 
and their families. Honoring veterans is the 
focus of America’s Sunday Supper, slated 
for Jan. 20, 2013. Inspired by the legacy of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., America’s 
Sunday Supper invites people from diverse 
backgrounds to come together to share a 
meal, discuss issues that affect their com¬ 
munity and highlight the power each one of 
us has to make a difference. 


munity. 

Because this event honors the life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, it is held on the week¬ 
end prior to the federal holiday. At 
America’s Sunday Supper, groups (large or 
small) eat together, talk about social issues, 
and if possible, do something in service 
together. Ideas for service projects and free 
films to spark conversation are available to 
all who register at www. Sundaysuppe- 
rumc.org. Also available from the website, 
Rethink Church is offering a free, down¬ 
loadable toolkit offering a customizable 
poster, training videos to build awareness 


Reaching out to the military is “as easy 
as loving your own family,” said Donna 
Markel, who chairs the Eagle’s Wings proj¬ 
ect at New Providence Church. “It’s hard 
enough for a soldier not to be there, but to 
know that someone’s wrapped their arms 
around their family back home and is with 
them is just a tremendous thing.” 

Catherine Leigh Harwell is married to a 
military police officer. She believes some- 


of the needs of returning troops, a flier, 
ideas for serving and more. Churches can 
host an event anytime that weekend, but 
may also chose to host something through¬ 
out the month of January. 

For example, churches might consider 
starting a veterans support group or hosting 
a job fair, offering resume-writing services 
and a clothing closet to act as a bridge 
between local employers and those transi¬ 
tioning. 

It’s not too late to participate. Let youth 
and small group leaders know about this— 
they may want to use America’s Sunday 


thing as simple as cooking a meal for a 
military family so the spouse doesn’t have 
to make another McDonald’s run is a true 
gift. “Just something as small as that,” she 
said, “will drag more people in the (church) 
door than you can even imagine.” 

America’s Sunday Supper suggests a 
number of excellent ways that local 
churches can support our men and women 
in the military. They include: 


Supper as the focus of their study that 
weekend. Questions can be directed via 
email to sundaysupper@umcom.org or by 
calling (877) 281-6535. 

Over the last two years, tens of thou¬ 
sands have come home from war.. .to heal 
from wounds both visible and invisible, to 
face unemployment, housing and other 
domestic issues. Now is the time to give 
back! Raise awareness in your community, 
and do something to address the needs of 
veterans and military families. 


support military 

1. Celebrate birthdays of soldiers and 
their family members. Have a birthday 
party for a child whose parent is deployed. 

2. Have a churchwide holiday meal. It’s 
a great way to build a sense of family, 
especially for those whose loved ones are 
miles away and for newly returned soldiers. 

3. Open church activities to military 
families. Bible studies, Sunday school 
classes and youth groups acquaint new¬ 
comers with longtime members and give 
military families a safe place to share their 
stories. “Beyond the Yellow Ribbon — 
Ministering to Returning Combat 
Veterans,” a Bible study available from 
Cokesbury is a great place to start. 

4. Provide free babysitting for children 
in military families, both during and after 
deployment. Give a sole caregiver a break 
or a reunited couple a night out. 

5. Remember simple things such as a 
weekly phone call to ask how things are 
going and to offer a listening ear. 

6. Send care packages to active troops. 
Letters, drawings and photos from the 
church family are fun and easy to do. It’s a 
wonderful way to involve children. 

Ideas for service projects and free films 
to spark conversation are available to all 
who register at 
www.sundaysupperumc.org. 

Questions can be directed via email to 
sundaysupper@umcom.org or by calling 
(877) 281-6535. 


Sunday Supper events reach out to, 



Children at First United Methodist Church, Lancaster, Pa., write thank-you notes 
to wounded veterans and active troops in the military. A UMNS photo by Gwen 
Kisker. 
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Check out these scholarship opportunities for college- 

bound United Methodist students 


Scholarships Available through The 
United Methodist Church 

For a listing of scholarships offered by the General Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry, please go to the website at www.gbhem.org. 
The Fall 2013 GBHEM on-line scholarship application will be open January 4, 
2013 - March 1, 2013 at this Web page: www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplica- 
tion. Applications for ALL Scholarship Programs must be completed by mid¬ 
night of March 1 for consideration. 

ALLOCATION PROGRAMS: 

The following are standard criteria for EVERY program offered through 
GBHEM: 

•Applicants must be an ACTIVE, full member of The United Methodist Church 
for at least ONE year. Membership is determined by the date the applicant 
was confirmed and took membership vows with a United Methodist church. 
(Members of other Methodist denominations are not eligible.) 

•Applicants must be pursuing a degree program at ANY accredited institution 
within the U.S. 

•High school students may apply IF they will be college students in the fall 
term. 

•Applicants must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. 
•Applicants are required to be full-time students according to their school’s 
standards for the program for which they are enrolled. 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, WRITE or PHONE: 

General Board Of Higher Education And Ministry 

Office of Loans and Scholarships 

P.O. Box 340007 

Nashville TN 37203-0007 

(615) 340-7344 

THE DIVISION ON YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTRIES currently offers two U.S. 
scholarships, the Richard S. Smith and the David W. Self, for United 
Methodist students entering their freshman year of college in the United 
States. This scholarship opportunity is only available to U.S. citizens and 
permanent residents of the United States. The purpose of these scholarships 
is to aid United Methodist students who are continuing their self-develop¬ 
ment through higher education. These awards are for the first year under¬ 
graduate study, are non-renewable, and may be up to $1,000 for full-time 
study. Young People’s Ministries now offers an international scholarship for 
United Methodist young people pursuing studies outside of the United 
States. The new scholarship supports non-U.S. applicants seeking financial 
assistance for higher education outside the U.S. The application is translated 
into several languages; please contact the grants administrator with ques¬ 
tions. The amount awarded will vary. 

ALL applications for the upcoming academic year are due by June 1st. 

The Division on Ministries with Young People 

P.O. Box 340003 

Nashville, TN 37203-0003 

(877) 279-6087; extension 7079 

www.gbod.org/youngpeople 

THE HANDBOOK OF UM-RELATED SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES 
and THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS 

The Handbook is a 300- page book providing two pages of information about 
each of United Methodism's 123 institutions, a chart indicating major areas 
of study, information about United Methodist loan and scholarship programs, 
and information about how to select a college. This resource can be ordered 
through Cokesbury: (800) 672-1789 orwww.cokesbury.com 


OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: 

Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance www.osfa.state.la.us 
Fastweb www.fastweb.com 

US Dept, of Education Free Application for www.fafsa.ed.gov 

Federal Student Aid 

Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation www.coca-colascholars.org 

Elks Local and National Scholarships http://laelks.org/scholarships.html 
National Future Farmers of America Center www.agriculturescholarships 

.us/tag/future-farmers-of-america/ 

About College www.collegesavings.org 

National Honor Society http://www.nhs.us/ScholarshipsandAwards.aspx 
Youth Writing Contest and More www.free-4u.com/guidepos.htm 


Scholarships Available in the 
Louisiana Conference 

For questions and to apply, use the following contact information (some 
forms available at www.la-umc.org): 

Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship (submission deadline is March 1,2013) 

Board of Laity - Louisiana Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Valla Johnson 

P.O. Box 3105 

Lake Charles, LA 70602 

(337) 802-2906 

(337) 217-4200 Ext. 2717 Office 
Valla.johnson1951@gmail.com 

United Methodist Merit Scholarship 

Louisiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 

Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry 

Rev. Karl Klaus, 1500 Country Club Rd., Lake Charles, LA 70605-5324 

karlsklaus@yahoo.com 

The Harold and Patricia Babin Scholarship 
St. Francisville United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 2908 
St. Francisville, LA 70775 
(225) 635-3763 

Beverly Bond Memorial Scholarship 
Jefferson United Methodist Church 
10328 Jefferson Highway 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-2729 
staff@jeffersononline.org 
(225) 293-4440 

FOR FINANCIAL AID and ADMISSIONS INFORMATION FROM ONE OF 
LOUISIANA'S UNITED METHODIST RELATED INSTITUTIONS CONTACT: 

Centenary College Dillard University 

Office of Admissions Financial Aid Office 

2911 Centenary Boulevard 2601 Gentilly Blvd 

Shreveport, La 71104 New Orleans, LA 70122 

(318)869-5131 (800)216-8094 (504)816-4677(800)234-4448 

Web: www.Centenary.edu Web: www.Dillard.Edu 

E-Mail: admissions@centenary.edu E-Mail: mreed@dillard.edu 


United Methodist Dollars for Scholars 
Application now online 

Each year through the United Methodist Dollars for Scholars (UMDFS) pro¬ 
gram, the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation (UMHEF) provides 
$1,000 matching scholarships to United Methodist students who have 
received a $1,000 scholarship from their local United Methodist church to 
help them attend a United Methodist-related college, university, or seminary. 
Additional matching funds may be available to eligible applicants through 
the Triple Your Dollars and/or the Quadruple Your Dollars components of the 
UM Dollars for Scholars program. The number of available matching scholar¬ 
ships is determined annually. Available matching funds include 25 scholar¬ 
ships designated for Hispanic-, Asian-, and Native-American [HANA] stu¬ 
dents funded by the UM General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 

• Online applications must be submitted between January 1 and March 1, 
2013. 

• Online applications from students planning to enroll in a two-year UM-relat- 
ed junior college may be submitted until June 1. 

The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation Web address: 

http://www.umhef.org/receive.php 

P.O. Box 340005 Nashville, TN 37203-0005 

http://www.umhef.org/applications/UMDFS.php 
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Congregations, from page 3 

nizes the needs for both new and revital¬ 
ized congregations. Through a recent part¬ 
nership with Path 1, Louisiana is primed to 
benefit from excellent church plant training 
and development resources. 

With the support of Path 1, the 
Louisiana Conference is able to equip 
leaders and churches to work in the har¬ 
vest. Path 1 ’s mission is as follows: “The 
denominational church-planting movement 
encompassing national, regional and local 
levels of The United Methodist 
Church. We provide collaborative leader¬ 
ship to re-evangelize the United States so 
that we might reach more people, more 
young people, and more diverse people for 
Christ by creating new places for new peo¬ 
ple. Path 1 seeks to cultivate the leaders, 
develop the systems and implement the 
strategies necessary to regain our healthy 
denominational habit of starting one new 
church a day.” 

Recently, Weber enlisted the adminis¬ 
trative support of Valerie Robideaux, a 
deacon in the Louisiana Conference. 
According to Robideaux, Rob is uniquely 
suited for the leadership of congregational 
development and transformation. “Rob 
exercises creativity, resourcefulness and 
vision.” Together, Robideaux and Weber 
began a blog to provide updates and 
resources. “The blog continues to develop 
and is an exciting new feature of Rob’s 
work,” offers Robideaux. 

To refocus on the biblical mission 
before us, a clear challenge remains pres¬ 
ent. “The harvest is plentiful, but the work¬ 
ers are few.” Congregational Development 
and Transformation focuses its efforts on 
the plentiful harvest and equipping leaders 
to go, offer peace, abide, tend to the needs, 
and proclaim the Kingdom of God. 

While heavy purses, suitcases, bags, 
comforts, worship styles and financial 
resources might distract from the mission, 
Jesus’s direction to the 72 echoes today. “I 
am sending you out like lambs in the midst 
of wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or 
sandals; and do not greet anyone on the 
road.” Foreign to ears of modem society, 
the undertone of Jesus’ message is clear: 

Do not become distracted by comfort. 

Stay focused on the mission. Through 
Congregational Development and 
Transformation, the Louisiana Conference 
stays remains on the mission. 

“Two by two.” Why would Jesus send 
them out “two by two?” Companionship? 
Accountability? Insurance? Perhaps it is 
because we are called to support one 
another in our common mission. Continue 
praying for Congregational Development 
and Transformation within the Louisiana 
Conference and the denomination. Pray for 
the current and future impact of The Well, 
Faith Crossing and NewSong UMCs and 
their pastors. Visit pathone.org to leam 
more about United Methodism’s emphasis 
on church planting and visit laumccongre- 
gationaldevelopment.wordpress.com for 
updates within the Louisiana Conference. 

To contact Rev. Weber, email 
Robweber@aol.com. 


St. Mark UMC, Alexandria feeds needy in community 


Members of St. Mark United Methodist 
Church in Alexandria prepared and distrib¬ 
uted bags of groceries along with 25 
turkeys to families in the community in 


November. Food distribution is an ongoing 
mission sponsored by the church which 
began during the conference “Day of 
Caring” initiative. The group also furnished 


food items and copies of the Upper Room 
to 24 homeless persons in the Alexandria 
community. Rev. Trina Wiliams serves as 
pastor for the church. 


$16,800 Annually in Scholarships 
for Seminarians! 

The Louisiana Annual Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry offers $16,800 annually through several 
scholarships, managed by the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana, to degree-seeking students. 

Scholarships are based on both merit and need. 

Applications are located in the scholarship brochure 
on the Foundation website, and the deadline to apply 
is March 1, 2013. 

For more information, contact us or go to 
www.umf.org. Click on Resources, 
then Scholarships. 



If UNITED METHODIST 

Apply now! 


% FOUNDATION 

(800) 256-9317 or (225) 346-1535 



information@umf.org 


''Where Faith and Money Come Together" 

www.umf.org 
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Countdown to Louisiana Skeeter Run: 23 days left! 


United Methodists will raise funds and 
awareness for Imagine No Malaria during 
the 2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run, a Rethink 
Church event slated for Saturday, March 2. 
Race directors are in place for 10 locations 
throughout the state for the Skeeter Run, 
with 5K walk/runs and 1 mile walk/runs in 


each city. Local churches have received 
promotional tools like press releases, race 
flyers and bulletin inserts to “get the word 
out” to their congregations and to commu¬ 
nities. Local media have been alerted and 
local talk show segments are happening in 
the next few weeks. Facebook and other 


social media are in the mix with billboards, 
radio spots and yard signs underwritten by 
a grant from United Methodist 
Communications. 

Organizers for the 2013 event hope to 

See Skeeter Run, page 5 


Peace with Justice Awards 




Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City, First Grace 
Community Alliance in New Orleans 
and Bethany UMC of New Orleans 
have been awarded the conference- 
sponsored 2013 Peace with Justice 
Awards. The grant will support 
Asbury in the building of a second 
no-interest home in an economical¬ 
ly depressed neighborhood in 
Bossier City. The project is in mem¬ 
ory of Katy Watkins, a former mem¬ 
ber of Asbury’s youth group, above. 


Three United Methodist ministries receive grants 


Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City, First Grace Community 
Alliance of New Orleans and Bethany 
UMC in New Orleans have been award¬ 
ed the spring 2013 Peace with Justice 
Awards. The grants, totaling $4,900, were 
awarded by the Conference Board of 
Church and Society and funded through 
the Peace with Justice offering given 
annually by Louisiana’s United 
Methodist congregations. 

Asbury UMC is partnering with the 
Fuller Center of NWLA to build a second 
no-interest home for a first-time home 
owner in an economically depressed 
neighborhood in Bossier City. A Peace 
with Justice grant of $2,400 will provide 
funds for two walls of the home, known 
as Katy Build 2. Project Director Angela 


Pfanner and Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, 
pastor of Asbury UMC, noted in the grant 
application that the project “supports the 
UMS Social Principle of economic jus¬ 
tice and furthers Asbury’s efforts to serve 
others and change lives in accordance 
with its mission statement ‘Building 
Hope, Building Faith and Reaching Out 
with Love.’” 

The project serves as a sequel to Katy 
Build 1, completed in 2012. As a youth 
member of Asbury Bossier, Katy Watkins 
was a vibrant part of the youth program 
and mission outreach. She participated in 
Weekend of the Cross in the Shreveport 
District and the youth’s annual summer 
mission to the Navajo nation. Following 
Hurricane Katrina, the Asbury youth 
joined the church in monthly missions to 


New Orleans for recovery assistance. 
Katy—who died her junior year of high 
school as a result of injuries in a car acci¬ 
dent- was one of the church leaders that 
moved and motivated the youth to 
change their 16-year summer mission 
from Arizona to New Orleans, because as 
she put it, “we need to help those in our 
own backyard.” 

First Grace Community Alliance is in 
the process of opening a legal clinic to 
serve the needs of children and their fam¬ 
ilies, particularly immigrant families and 
those living at Hagar’s House, a shelter 
for homeless women and their children. 
The Alliance is a non-profit affiliated 
with First Grace UMC in New Orleans. 

See PWJ Awards, page 3 
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ON THE JOURNEY: Intercepting human trafficking 


This past weekend, well over 100 
million people watched Super Bowl 
XLVII, held at the Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome in New Orleans, La. 

Although many of us enjoyed view¬ 
ing this sporting event, and Louisiana’s 
economy was given a tremendous boost 
by the tourism dollars it generated, there 
was a down side to what was largely a 
positive event. 

The risk of human trafficking hap¬ 
pening in Louisiana was increased by 
the high volume of visitors coming to 
our state for this high profile event. 

Leading up to the Super Bowl, 

United Methodist Women throughout the 
connection called upon congregations to 
bring awareness to this tremendous 
international problem. 

A website with bulletin inserts, flyers 
and ideas on how to help was created by 
United Methodist Women and promoted 
throughout the denomination. Themed 
“Intercept Human Trafficking,” the site 
can still be accessed through the 
Louisiana Conference website at 
www. la-umc. org 

Because many of the visitors to 
Louisiana were arriving by car along our 
interstates and major highways, UMW 
members were asked to “safely” take a 
picture of their group standing near a 
highway signpost or alongside one of 
these roadways. 

I am proud to say that a number of 


our UMW members 
and units participat¬ 
ed in this effort. The 
UMW of Camphor 
United Methodist 
Church in Baton 
Rouge displayed a 
sign denouncing 
human trafficking 
while gathering 
alongside Highway 
61 (see page 8). 
Members of Wesley UMC, also in Baton 
Rouge, carried their banner near 
Government Street in the heart of the 
city, (see page 4) A Lafayette area 
UMW group is shown on the cover of 
this issue carrying signs beside 
Louisiana highway 49. Their actions, 
and the efforts of those not reported 
here, are to be commended. By bringing 
awareness to human trafficking, we can 
help to stop this devastating problem 
which exists in the United States and 
worldwide. 

I served as one of a number of spon¬ 
sors of the United Methodist Women’s 
campaign to “intercept the traffickers,” 
and hope to continue conference efforts 
in supporting this important project. 

Find out more about efforts through 
Louisiana’s local churches to help in the 
areas of human trafficking and working 
with women and children affected by 
homelessness by reading about recent 


conference Peace with Justice grant 
recipients. The article begins on the 
cover page of this edition of the 
Louisiana Now! 

Bethany United Methodist Church in 
New Orleans recently sponsored a con¬ 
ference on human trafficking and is re¬ 
directing their grant to Eden House, a 
newly established transitional residence 
for women in New Orleans who are sur¬ 
vivors of human trafficking. 

Sincere thanks to Bethany UMC and 
all other congregations who have 
embraced efforts to help with problems 
associated with human trafficking. 

As the Louisiana Conference reaches 
out to help in this area, we also work to 
impact lives across the globe as we raise 
funds and awareness for Imagine No 
Malaria through the 2013 Louisiana 
Skeeter Run on March 2. 

The following was written by me in a 
recent blog about the event, which is 
less than a month away: 

Malaria takes the life of a child under 
the age of five every 60 seconds. While 
the statistics are improving every day, 
thanks in part to the work of faithful 
United Methodists around the world, 
there is still much work to be done. 

The 2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run set 
for March 2 around the Louisiana 
Annual Conference is just one way that 
you and I can make a difference in the 
fight against this dreaded disease. 


While working as the Deputy General 
Secretary of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief I had the opportu¬ 
nity to see the impact of this disease on 
people across Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Imagine with me a crowded hospital in 
Liberia with so many patients that many 
lay on the floor on pallets; many of them 
with malaria. You pick up a tiny baby 
wrapped tightly in a pink blanket, she 
shivers while sweat runs down your 
brow from the hot Africa heat and tears 
sting your cheeks. This tiny baby is suf¬ 
fering from malaria and pneumonia. You 
ask the mother who stands sadly at her 
bedside if you can pray for her and her 
child. She gives you a nod. This scene 
can be repeated again and again in this 
hospital and so many others. 

I am preparing to walk in this year’s 
Skeeter Run and I invite you to join me. 
It is our small part as we work together 
with the people called United Methodists 
around the world to support Imagine No 
Malaria. 

Be sure to register for this event 
today by visiting www.louisianaskeeter- 
run.org 

Join us in saving lives! You can truly 
make a difference! 

In Christ, 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey 



Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey 


Milliron to speak at 

The 2013 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be 
held Feb. 22-23 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. This year’s theme is “We 
are God’s Masterpiece.” 

Dean Harvey, husband of Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey, will be in atten¬ 
dance. 

Bishop Harvey will lead the closing 
service of Holy Communion on Saturday. 

Allison Farrar Milliron will serve as 
guest speaker for the retreat. She is the 
wife of Rev. Josh Milliron, and the mother 
of pre-teens, Shellie and William. She also 
serves as an art teacher to more than 100 
students at her business, the Red Beret Art 
Studio. 

Allison is a Bible teacher and serves as 
Director of Family Ministries with 
Children at Moss Bluff United Methodist 
Church. She is a vocalist and bass player in 
the Cross & Flame Praise Team, and an 
occasional guest speaker throughout 
Louisiana and places worldwide. 

Growing up in rural Alabama, Allison 
received early art training from her grand¬ 
mother at the age of 10. She continued her 
study at the Alabama School of Fine Arts 
high school and then at Auburn University, 
where she graduated with a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree. 

Allison heard a call to ministry as a 
young adult during her second mission to 
Brazil in 1996. She attended Asbury 


clergy spouse event 

Theological Seminary 
from 1997 to 2000, 
where she met and 
married Josh, graduat¬ 
ing with a Master of 
Divinity degree. 

Although she has 
served in almost all 
capacities of congrega¬ 
tional ministry, Allison 
is most passionate 
about ministering to 
the hearts of adults 
and children through eye-opening visual 
art, which “speaks to places within us 
where words fall short.” 

Participants of the Clergy Spouse 
Retreat will check in at 4 p.m. and a light 
dinner will be served at 5 p.m. The retreat 
ends at 2 p.m. on Saturday. All active, 
retired and surviving spouses of clergy 
(men and women) are invited to attend. 

Information and registration forms have 
been mailed to all clergy spouses. Register 
online at the Wesley Center www.thewesl- 
eycenter.com 

Day participant and overnight rates are 
available and can be viewed on the regis¬ 
tration site. 



Allison Farrar 
Milliron 


In Memoriam 

Mary Kathryn Blackwood 1/7/2013 
Lois Retta Poole 1/8/2013 
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Clemmie Greenlee, top left, a survivor of human trafficking and residential director of Eden House, shared her life story during a Jan. 12 seminar hosted by Bethany 
UMC’s Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence Committee, the church’s United Methodist Women’s unit and the General Board of Church and Society of The United 
Methodist Church. Eden House is a newly organized transitional residence for women in New Orleans who are survivors of human trafficking. Seminar speakers 
Katherine Green and Dr. Laura Murphy, top right, are pictured with members of the human trafficking committee. One of three Peace with Justice Grants, awarded to 
Bethany UMC, is being redirected to support the work of Eden House. Children staying in Hagar’s House-a residence for homeless women and children in New 
Orleans, and a Peace with Justice grant recipient-were given new bicycles from a local charity last year. Hagar’s House recently lent support to a New Orleans 
demonstration for immigration rites promoted by the Congress of Day Laborers. A former resident of the house proudly wears a t-shirt from the event. 


PWJ Awards, from page 1 

A Peace with Justice grant of $2,000 will 
provide funds for clinic space, supplies and 
staff training. Project director, co-founder 
of Hagar’s House and third-year law stu¬ 
dent Angela Davis will administer the clin¬ 
ic under the pastoral leadership of Rev. 
Shawn Anglim, who is founding executive 
director of First Grace Community Alliance 
and pastor of First Grace UMC. “There 
are few places in New Orleans where chil¬ 
dren and their families can receive health 
care, food, housing and legal resources all 
in one spot,” states Davis. With the open¬ 
ing of the legal clinic, First Grace will pro¬ 
vide such a place. 

Bethany UMC has taken a leadership 
role in New Orleans to stop human traf¬ 
ficking precipitated by the arrival of Super 


Bowl XLVII in the Crescent City, and 
beyond. On Jan. 12, the church’s Human 
Trafficking and Domestic Violence 
Committee hosted a conference with the 
theme “Our Sisters’ and Brothers’ Keepers” 
to raise awareness about human trafficking. 
In support of the work of the Bethany con¬ 
gregation, pastored by the Rev. Lawrence 
Gaines, the Conference Board of Church 
and Society awarded Bethany a re-grant to 
be directed to Eden House, a newly opened 
shelter in New Orleans for trafficked sur¬ 
vivors. 

Keynote speaker for the Jan. 12 confer¬ 
ence was Katherine K. Green, assistant 
attorney general for the Department of 
Justice and chair of the Human Trafficking 
Task Force for the Middle District (Baton 
Rouge area). Discussing information from 
the legal side of the issue, Green presented 


facts, figures and laws. She praised 
Louisiana’s top ranking of all US states for 
its statutes dealing with domestic minor 
sex trafficking. 

Dr. Laura Murphy, assistant professor at 
Loyola University New Orleans and expert 
in African American literature and slavery, 
termed human trafficking as “modem day 
slavery.” 

Clemmie Greenlee, a survivor of human 
trafficking and residential director of Eden 
House, shared her life story during the 
seminar hosted by Bethany UMC’s Human 
Trafficking and Domestic Violence 
Committee, the church’s United Methodist 
Women’s unit and the General Board of 
Church and Society of The United 
Methodist Church. 

Eden House is a newly organized transi¬ 
tional residence for women in New Orleans 


who are survivors of human trafficking. 

Throughout her presentation, Greenlee 
urged participants to develop an increased 
state of awareness about the problem. 
Victims and survivors, like Clemmie, live 
with these questions: “Why didn’t some¬ 
body respond to my plea for help? Why 
couldn’t you see my pain?” 

Participants were given the number to 
the National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center Hotline to place in their cell phones. 
The group signed postcards to their state 
representatives and Senator David Vitter 
asking them to reauthorize the federal leg¬ 
islation that funds anti - human trafficking 
efforts, the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act (TVPA). 
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Noel UMC - Shreveport reaches out to neighbors 



Members of Noel United Methodist Church help provide meals at Hope House, a 
homeless shelter in Shreveport, top photo. Members also filled 200 bags of gro¬ 
ceries for residents of the Jordan Square Apartments during their annual 
December Giving Factory. They also provided 100 shoe boxes with gifts for chil¬ 
dren from the Alexander Learning Center. Crafts were made and taken to the 
Volunteers of America GAPS group home, Oakwood Home for Women, Woody’s 
Home for Veteran’s and Jewel House. 



Olla UMC gives $1,100 to Methodist Children’s Home 


The children of Olla United Methodist Church have a tradition of collecting spare 
change before children’s time during Sunday worship services. In December, 
they presented a gift of $1,100 to the Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home in 
Ruston. 



■TEIJ METHODIST 


Tiur train 




First United Methodist Church in Shreveport holds a ‘Love Feast’ on 
Christmas day every year. This year’s event served 400 meals and provided 
gifts and clothes to area residents in need. 


First UMC - Shreveport hosts Christmas “Love Feast” 


United Methodist Women of Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge marched against human trafficking on Jan. 26 as part of a global effort to bring awareness to the problem. 
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Skeeter Run, from page 1 

exceed their volunteer efforts of last year. 
Runs are scheduled for Alexandria, Baton 
Rouge, Haynesville, Lafayette, Monroe, 
New Orleans, Ruston, Shreveport, 

Sulphur and Thibodaux. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, who 
encourages every member of all local 
churches to sign up and run or walk, 
wrote this about the ravages of malaria in 
a recent column: 

“While working as the Deputy General 
Secretary of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief I had the opportuni¬ 
ty to see the impact of this disease on peo¬ 
ple across Sub-Saharan Africa. Imagine 
with me a crowded hospital in Liberia 
with so many patients that many lay on 
the floor on pallets; many of them with 
malaria. You pick up a tiny baby wrapped 
tightly in a pink blanket, she shivers while 
sweat runs down your brow from the hot 
Africa heat and tears sting your cheeks. 
This tiny baby is suffering from malaria 
and pneumonia. You ask the mother who 
stands sadly at her bedside if you can pray 
for her and her child. She gives you a 
nod. This scene can be repeated again and 
again in this hospital and so many others. 

“I am preparing to walk in this year’s 
Skeeter Run and I invite you to join me. It 
is our small part as we work together with 
the people called United Methodists 
around the world to support Imagine No 
Malaria .” 

Race chair Gary Merrifield, member of 
University UMC in Baton Rouge, is excit¬ 
ed about building on the success of last 
year’s inaugural event. “We’re planning 
after-event parties with music and food at 
each race site,” said Merrifield. Barbara 
Robinson, a member of Jefferson UMC in 
Baton Rouge, is serving as the overall 
race site party coordinator and is working 
with individual party coordinators in each 
city to plan special and fun events. 

Merrifield is leading these volunteer 
race directors: Rev. Jim Elder, Alexandria; 
Judd Hammond and Meghan Backstrom, 
Baton Rouge; Rev. Chuck Christensen, 
Haynesville; Michelle Guidry, Lafayette; 
Stuart Keyes, Monroe; Chuck George and 


Max Zehner, New Orleans; Amy Stegall, 
Ruston; Scott Luginbill and Sarah 
Marsalis-Luginbill, Shreveport; Angela 
Bulhof, Sulphur; and Dennis Soignier, 
Thibodaux. 

Pastors and lay leaders of local church¬ 
es are encouraged by the Bishop to: 

•Promote the Skeeter Run through 
church media, Facebook, websites, 


newsletters and from the pulpit. 

•Make SURE there is a point person 
for signing up church members for the 
run! Plan a “swat team” sign up day at 
your church with laptops available so that 
members can register! 

Also, visit www.imaginenomalaria.org 
to find tools, Sunday school lessons and 
children’s projects telling the story. 


Registration for the event is $20 per 
adult ($25 after Feb. 15) and $10 for those 
18 and under ($15 after Feb. 15). Act now 
to get this “early bird” registration fee! 

Individuals and teams can register at 
www.louisianaskeeterrun.org Once on the 
site, click the “Projects” button to find the 
race in your area/district. Then click on 
the “Volunteer” button to register!!!!! 


Survivor story underscores importance of Imagine No Malaria initiative 


CHIMANIMANI, Zimbabwe - David 
Matende,77, looked intently at the roof of 
his home as if watching a flashback of his 
life. His wizened face pensive, he appeared 
to be a man who has seen all life has to 
offer. And in some ways he has. 

What distinguishes Matende from other 
men in his neighborhood is that he is a vic¬ 
tor: a man who has cheated death twice. 

“I suffered two malaria attacks in 1992. 
The first time was in February and I was 
treated at Biriiri District Hospital. In July I 
had a severe attack of cerebral malaria and 
I nearly died,” he says. 

At the time of the malaria attacks, 
Matende was working at a farm which 
depended on irrigation systems. His duties 
were mainly conducted at night: “The mos¬ 
quitoes were very crafty. The ones that 
transmit malaria were not noisy and I 
would only realize that I had been bitten 


when my skin started itching.” 

Matende, of Biriiri village, 420km 
south-east of the capital Harare, is one of 
the beneficiaries of the United Methodist 
Church campaign, Imagine No Malaria, 
which is aimed at reducing the number of 
deaths from the disease in Zimbabwe. Last 
year, the church distributed over 21,000 
long lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) in six 
administrative wards of Chimanimani dis¬ 
trict. In Phase 2, the UMC humanitarian 
arm, United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) will distribute 22,000 
mosquito nets beginning January. 

A stone’s throw from Matende’s home¬ 
stead, Tabitha Makaka, 72, celebrates the 
UMCOR efforts to curb malaria as she 
received three LLIN mosquito nets. Her 
grandson, Godfrey Makaka, 20, was affect¬ 
ed by malaria last year and prior to 
Imagine No Malaria , she resorted to tradi¬ 


tional methods of eradicating mosquitoes. 

“We used to bum Eucalyptus tree leaves 
and cow dung every evening in an effort to 
kill the mosquitoes. They didn’t die but 
were repelled for a short while and would 
return. We even slept with our heads cov¬ 
ered by blankets to avoid being bitten,” she 
says. 

Godfrey was also treated at Biriiri 
Hospital and recovered, but the family can¬ 
not remember the dmg used for his treat¬ 
ment. The Makaka home is located in one 
of the 10 wards the Zimbabwe government 
managed to spray with insecticides in 
November. The main door proudly bears 
the sticker confirming the fumigation with 
chemicals which kill mosquitoes for up to 
six months. 

Dr. Moleen Matimbira, of the UMC-run 
Mutambara Mission Hospital, the main 
referral centre for the Biriiri community, 



said the whole population of Chimanimani 
was at risk of contracting malaria. Biriiri is 
one of the high risk areas in the district 
which has over 136,000 people. 
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Tending Our Lives Together VIII 


2013 African American Summit 


For All Clergy Under Appointment in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church 

February 25-26, 2013 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, Louisiana 


Sponsored by Bishop Cynthia F. Harvey for the Louisiana 
Annual Conference Clergy 


Featuring Rev. Janice Virtue, 
Executive Director of Leadership 
Development for the United 
Methodist Foundation of 
Western North Carolina 



How to Register 

To reserve your place at this 
retreat, please go on line at 
www.thewesleycenter.com There 
you can register and book your 
room for this event. There is a lim¬ 
ited number of participants that 
can be housed at the Wesley 
Center. Please register early. 
Additional housing is available in 
Alexandria at area hotels. 


WW 


For more information, visit www.la-umc.org and click on 
Tending Our Lives in the Events section of the home 
page. 



Featuring 

Bishop James E. Swanson, Jr. 
of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference 

For all African-American clergy 
under appointment in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church 

Feb. 24-25, 2013 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, Louisiana 

The Wesley Center is located in Woodworth, just south of 
Alexandria, La. The facility offers comfortable rooms with private 
baths. Meals, linens and towels are provided. 

OVERNIGHT Rate 

The registration fee for the “AA Summit” is $25. Total cost of event, 
with room is $85.50 for a Double Room and $82.50 for a Triple 
Room. 

DAY Participants Rate (if not staying overnight at Wesley 
Center) 

The registration fee is $25. Add $27 per person for the event 
(includes meals). 

If you want lunch on Monday before “Tending Our Lives” starts, add 
$10.50. 

HOW TO REGISTER 

To reserve your spot at the retreat, please go online at 
www.thewesleycenter.com. There you can register and book your 
room for this event. 

There is a limited number of participants that can be housed at The 
Wesley Center. Please register early. Additional housing is available 
in Alexandria at area hotels. 



Questions? Call (225) 346-1646 or 
email enixmore@bellsouth.net 


Questions? Call (225) 346-1646 or 
email enixmore@bellsouth.net 


EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING 

March 9, 2012 
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Trinity UMC in Ruston 
1000 Woodward Avenue 

Early Response Teams fill a specific need in the early 
days after a disaster to establish the presence of the 
church. Various tasks are assigned to an ERT by those 
selected by the community to command the response. 
In addition to providing a Christian presence, teams 
also take steps to prevent damage to a family’s person¬ 
al property by tarping, debris removal and cleaning out 
flooded homes. The team may be asked to manage 
donated materials or other tasks deemed necessary by 
the community. Some teams form to observe the needs 
of survivors and report these to local operations. 

Most importantly, team members serve as caring 
“listeners” who help survivors begin to heal. 

If you feel led to serve in this capacity, attend the 
next ERT training on March 9 from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
at Trinity UMC in Ruston, La. The cost is $35. To 
register, contact Louisiana Volunteers in Mission at 
(225) 346 -1646. 


CENTENARY’S CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CENTER PRESENTS 


DONALD 
IMILLERI 


Bestselling author of Blue Like Jazz 
and A Million Miles in a Thousand Years 


7th Annual CLC Fundraising Dinner 
March 20,2013 • 6:00 pm 

$45 for individual tickets • $300 for a table of 8 



To register, call Maegan Daigle at 318.869.5112 or visit: 


centenary.edu/clc/miller 


Donald Miller is best known for “saying what we are all feeling,” especially in the realm 
of Christian spirituality. His candid, disarming style has increased the talkability of our 
common spiritual longings while decreasing what was a hyper-religious culture. He has 
had numerous books on the New-Times Bestsellers List including his first hit, Blue Like 
Jazz that stayed on the list for more than forty weeks. 

The concepts in his bestselling book A Million Miles in a Thousand Years have evolved into 
a life-planning system that has helped thousands organize their lives using the elements of 
story. Don hosts a conference called Storyline several times a year in various cities where 
he emphasizes a meaningful life alongside productivity. Corporations have sought Don to 
help improve the quality of their workplaces and the inter-connectedness of their teams. 

Don is the founder of Generation One, a national effort to strengthen American families 
by providing a vision tor first-generation patriarchs and matriarchs through a common 
agreement to become the families we wish we’d grown up in. Don is the founder of The 
Mentoring Project, a national organization that provides mentors for children growing up in 
fatherless homes. Don served on The Presidential Task Force on Fatherhood and Healthy 
Families and advised the White House on policy decisions regarding American families. 
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New Connectional Table coordinates 


The new Connectional Table — a 
United Methodist governing body that had 
expected to be defunct by now — met to 
organize for the next four years. 

The gathering Jan. 15-17 in Nashville, 
Tenn., set the tone for the denomination’s 
leadership for the next four years and may 
have offered a prelude to proposals that 
will go before the next General Conference 
in 2016. 

The 59-member Connectional Table is 
where the denomination’s ministry and 
money come together. It coordinates The 
United Methodist Church’s mission, min¬ 
istry and resources. 

The Connectional Table also spearhead¬ 
ed legislation at General Conference, the 
denomination’s top lawmaking assembly, 
to consolidate general agencies and replace 
itself with a 45-member General Council 
for Strategy and Oversight. Delegates 
approved a significantly modified version 
of that proposal by almost 60 percent, but 
the Judicial Council — the denomination’s 
top court — unanimously ruled the legisla¬ 
tion in violation of the denomination’s con¬ 
stitution. 

“I am actually surprised that we have a 
Connectional Table,” Dakotas-Minnesota 
Area Bishop Bruce R. Ough, the new 
Connectional Table chair, told the group in 
his opening sermon. Ough also is bishop of 
The United Methodist Church missions in 
Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. 

He noted that eight months after 
General Conference, many remain frustrat¬ 
ed that too little in the church has changed. 

“If nothing else, the General Conference 
exposed the intense level of distrust that 
exists within The United Methodist 
Church,” he said. “But, friends, I am a per¬ 
son of faith and hope. I believe God has 
not given up on The United Methodist 
Church. I believe God can see and together 
we can discern other pathways to reforma¬ 
tion and reordering and re-energizing the 
United Methodist movement.” 

Central tasks of Connectional Table 

Ough was speaking to a different group 
of leaders from those who served on the 
Connectional Table in 2008-2012. 

Thirty-nine of this Connectional Table’s 
members are new to the body. Among the 
new members are a number of lay people 
and clergy who were critics of the body’s 
2012 restructuring proposals. At the same 
time, some of the returning and new mem¬ 
bers were strong proponents. 

Nevertheless, the gathering this month 
was far more collegial than the 
Connectional Table’s meeting before 
General Conference in March, when dis¬ 
cussion revealed a body deeply divided 
over some of its proposals. 

As outlined in the Book of Discipline, 
the denomination’s law book, Connectional 
Table membership comprises the chief 
executives of the 12 general agencies and 
most agency presidents, who usually are 
bishops. 

The body also includes 21 clergy and 
laity elected by the seven U.S. jurisdictions 
and one each from the seven central con¬ 
ferences in Africa, Europe and Asia. 
Representatives from each of the denomi¬ 
nation’s five official racial and ethnic cau¬ 


cuses serve, as well as one youth and one 
young adult from the United Methodist 
Division on Ministries with Young People. 

Ough said the Connectional Table’s cen¬ 
tral tasks are to listen closely to what’s hap¬ 
pening in the denomination and to align all 
the general agencies, bishops and other 
denominational entities to work toward the 
same ends. 

Those ends, he said, include vital con¬ 
gregations, a more authentically global 
church and the General Conference- 
approved four areas of focus: global health, 
ministry with the poor, church growth and 
leadership development. 

Vitality 

The Rev. Gil Rendle, United Methodist 
elder and longtime church consultant, 
addressed the body about vital congrega¬ 
tions. He defined a vital local church as 
one that is connected to the environment of 
its own mission field. 

Rendle, a senior consultant with the 
Texas Methodist Foundation in Austin, 
stressed that there is no single path to vital¬ 
ity. 

Still, he noted denominational research 
in the United States has shown vital con¬ 
gregations tend to share some common 
characteristics such as small groups, effec¬ 
tive lay leadership and topical preaching. 

He also cited research from the Hartford 
Institute for Religion Research that found 
one of the variables that correlates directly 
with congregational growth “is a purpose¬ 
fulness of the congregation’s ministry and 
the clarity of its identity.” In other words, 
he said, churches that clearly are theologi¬ 
cally conservative tend to grow and 
churches that clearly are theologically lib¬ 
eral tend to grow. It’s churches in the mid¬ 
dle that often struggle. 

To foster vibrancy, he suggested, the 
Connectional Table should see its role as 
brokering conversations across the church 
and getting “the right legs under the right 
tables addressing the right questions.” 

He challenged the group “to connect 
what God is already doing.” 

Worldwide nature 

The Connectional Table began discus¬ 
sions on the worldwide nature of the 
church — work referred to it by the 2012 
General Conference. 

One of the challenges the denomination 
faces is that while its membership is grow¬ 
ing overall — particularly in Africa — its 
membership in the United States is shrink¬ 
ing. The vast majority of the funding for 
general church operations comes from the 
United States. 

At the same time, many United 
Methodists argue that there still is not pari¬ 
ty between U.S. jurisdictions and the cen¬ 
tral conferences in Africa, Europe and Asia. 
A 2011 report by the Committee to Study 
the Worldwide Nature of The United 
Methodist Church criticized the church as 
too U.S.-centric. 

Betty Katiyo of the Zimbabwe West 
Annual (regional) Conference put it anoth¬ 
er way. She asked the Connectional Table: 
“Will we be a truly global church or a U.S. 
church with a few mission outposts?” 

Katiyo, associate conference secretary 
and the first lay speaker at General 


UMC’s mission, ministry, resources 



Bishop Bruce Ough gives an overview of the work facing the denomination’s 
Connectional Table during its meeting Jan. 15-17 at Gaylord Opryland Resort in 
Nashville, Tenn. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose 


Conference from a central conference, was 
invited to share her perspective. She said 
the United Methodists in Africa can offer 
more financial support than they now do to 
the church. 

“My opinion is that the church in Africa 
is not as poor as it is portrayed,” she said. 
“We all have to contribute. If we don’t con¬ 
tribute, it becomes very difficult to have a 
voice (in church decision-making).” 

She also encouraged the Connectional 
Table to revisit the idea of creating new 
regional bodies in North America, Africa, 
Asia and Europe/Eurasia to focus on 
regional church issues and take pressure off 
General Conference. In 2009 and early 
2010, voters at annual (regional) confer¬ 
ences rejected constitutional amendments 
that would have formed similar regional 
structures. 

“The General Conference, to me, should 
be the platform where our worldwide 
nature is visible,” she said. “We spend too 
much time on U.S. issues. If anything, it 
should be time to focus on issues of a glob¬ 
al nature.” 

A new day 

Ough said he already has received a 
flurry of emails in January saying certain 
issues must get before the Connectional 
Table. 

Some United Methodists have asked the 
Connectional Table to address the deficien¬ 
cies of the body’s previous restructuring 
proposals and begin preparing new propos¬ 
als for the 2016 General Conference. 

He also received correspondence from 
DreamUMC, a United Methodist group 
that arose out of the 2012 General 
Conference, that requested that the 
Connectional Table publicly release a draft 
of any church restructuring proposal by 
Jan. 31, 2015, more than a year before the 
2016 General Conference. 

“We certainly would honor their request 
that the whole church have the opportunity 
to be in conversation about any proposed 
restructuring,” he said. 


Aguila named to 
Connectional Table 

Pete Aguila, a 
member of 
University United 
Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge, is 
serving as a mem¬ 
ber of the new 
Connectional Table. 

Aguila is a 
retired engineering 
manager of chemi¬ 
cal companies deal¬ 
ing with financial responsibility, 
accountability and sustainability. 

At the conference level, Aguila 
serves as secretary for the Board of 
Laity, chair of Conference Hispanic 
Ministries, is a member of the CMT 
and the Agenda and Personnel 
Committees. 

Pete was elected delegate to the 
2008 Jurisdictional Conference and to 
the 2012 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. He served on the 
General Church Administration 
Committee and the Church Restructure 
Sub-Committee. At Jurisdictional, he 
was selected to be a member of the 
Connectional Table representing the 
South Central Jurisdiction for the qua- 
drennium, 2013-2016. He serves as 
chair of the Finance and Budget 
Review Group for the General Church. 
“I am enjoying dealing with a diverse 
group of bishops, clergy and laity that 
are committed to move the UMC for¬ 
ward, especially in the areas of vital 
congregations and youth/young-adults 
participation. I believe we need to 
improve church membership trends, 
not for the sake of increasing numbers, 
but for truly making Disciples of Jesus 
Christ.” 
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United Methodist 
Women lead charge 
against trafficking 

On February 3, 2013, many in America 
watched Super Bowl XLVII, the largest 
sporting event in the United States. The 
Super Bowl was held this year at the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New 
Orleans, La. 

Thousands arrived by plane, and some 
took a bus in or around the city. Others 
traveled by car along Interstate 10, 
Interstate 12 and U.S. Route 90, all major 
thoroughfares linking Louisiana to other 
southern and southeastern states. And oth¬ 
ers came via Airline Highway, which links 
New Orleans to Baton Rouge. 

Among the travelers were those who 
arrived in Louisiana by force, fraud or 
coercion—they were not be there freely 
but as victims of human trafficking. 

Leading up the the Super Bowl, Bishop 
Harvey called upon all United Methodists 
in Louisiana to bring awareness to this 
tremendous international problem. 

Bishop Harvey served as one of a num¬ 
ber of sponsors the United Methodist 
Women’s campaign to “intercept the traf¬ 
fickers.” 

A website with bulletin inserts, flyers 
and ideas on how to help was created by 
United Methodist Women and promoted 
throughout the denomination. 

UMW members were called upon to 
“get on the road to the Super Bowl, to 
stand for justice and intercept the traffick¬ 
ers.” They were encouraged to “safely” 
take a picture of themselves and their 
United Methodist Women friends near a 
highway or Interstate signpost or in front 
of a car or other travel outlet, including a 
message with the picture like this—for 
example, “My name is [insert your name]. 

I am a United Methodist Women member 
and I am acting to intercept human traf¬ 
ficking. Please join me.” 

Raise Awareness 

As in previous years, the national 
office provided bulletin inserts, fliers and 
postcards for distribution this Super Bowl 
season that offered information on human 
trafficking and how regular folks can take 
steps in their own lives to help end it. 
United Methodists can still use these 
resources, along with a Human Trafficking 
Resource Guide [PDF] to help convene a 
community or church conversation on 
human trafficking. To find resources visit 
http://new.gbgm- 

umc.org/umw/ act/alerts/item/index.cfm?id 
=100 l#.UP63QG7dwQk.email 

The UMW website states, “We are ask¬ 
ing all local, district and conference United 
Methodist Women members to stand unit¬ 
ed to eliminate human trafficking around 
the world by supporting our campaign to 
Intercept the Traffickers. It is putting our 
faith, hope and love into action. Let’s pre¬ 
vent trafficking, and protect those who are 
vulnerable and prosecute those who com¬ 
mitting this crime.” 

For further information, contact United 
Methodist Women Executive for Public 
Policy Susie Johnson: (202) 488-5660 or 
CSADC@unitedmethodistwomen.org. 







With money market funds and CDs producing 
dismal returns, enjoy the mutual benefits of 
Charitable Gift Annuities! 

Benefits for you: 

• Fixed income for your life 

• Immediate charitable tax deduction 

• Ability to use appreciated assets and partially 
bypass capital gains tax 

• A partially tax-free income 

• Support for your spouse or loved one after 
your lifetime 


u: 


UNITED METE lODlS'J' 

FOUNDATION 

i.CUiilfiftl*! - 

"Wtoii Fjuth jdiJ M;kh"l Lmnu Evt-’IIjej 


(800) 256-9317 or (225) 346-1535 
information@umf.org 
www.umf.org 


UMW of Camphor UMC fights human trafficking 


The UMW of Camphor United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge joined other United Methodist Women this January in 
raising awareness of the problem of human trafficking. Encouraged to speak out on the issue, Camphor’s UMW joined 
other groups who marched, posted flyers, sent postcards and used social media to share their message. A Lafayette 
area UMW group is shown on the cover of this issue carrying signs beside a major Louisiana highway. The Camphor 
group displayed their sign on Highway 61, and members of Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge carried their banner near 
Government Street, a well-traveled city street, (see page 4) These efforts were part a national effort of United Methodist 
Women to bring awareness to human trafficking as Super Bowl XLVII headed to New Orleans on Feb. 3. (see story, left) 


Benefits for your church: 

• A legacy of generosity 

• Income in perpetuity 

• Money for mission 
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A Ministry of Inclusion 



Dillard's new chaplain, Rev. John 
Wingate, is reaching out to every 
student on campus 

Rev. John Bernard Wingate has been 
on the job as Dillard University’s chap¬ 
lain and director of VisionQuest for fewer 
than six months. In that time, he has 
already embarked upon a decade’s worth 
of fresh, forward-thinking initiatives to 
engage the student body and energize 
religious life on campus. 

“I believe that God sent me here to 
make a difference in the lives of these 
students,” he said, “and I’m committed to 
that.” 

A native of Newark, N.J., Wingate is 
an ordained itinerant elder in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church with over 26 
years of experience in the ministry. He 
has over four generations of familial ties 
to the United Methodist Church, dating 
back to his great-great-grandfather. He 
has been the pastor of five churches and 
served as a high school principal. He is 
also a professional gospel singer and a 
licensed Christian radio announcer. 

Wingate had big shoes to fill at 
Dillard, replacing Rev. Gail Bowman, 
who served as the university’s chaplain 
for 14 years. But he has quickly endeared 
himself to the campus community with a 
variety of special programming and an 
emphasis on inclusion. 

“I think students need more engage¬ 
ment, particularly on the weekends,” said 
Wingate. “If we have events on a more 
consistent basis, I think we’ll be able to 
draw the students and get them involved 
so they can have what I call the total 
Dillard experience. They’ve got to have a 
holistic experience, and I believe the 
chapel is the place where town and gown 
meet.” 

One of his more visible efforts has 
been a weekly prayer at the flagpole in 
the center of Dillard’s Avenue of the 
Oaks. This prayer session, held every 
Friday at noon (rain or shine), has drawn 
dozens of students, faculty and staff and 
become a time for meditation, catharsis 
and renewal - a communal way of deal¬ 
ing with the stresses of the school and 
work week. 

Wingate has numerous other programs 
in place or in the works, including: Bible 
study; movie nights; early-morning walks 
around the campus grounds; faith-based 
talent shows; and healthy snack breaks 
during exam periods. 

For one of his first Sunday chapel 


services, he encouraged attendees to 
bring tablets and smartphones and follow 
along during an interactive Hour of 
Power. Students used their electronic 
devices to search for scriptures and take 
sermon notes, and they can expect more 


tech-sawy services in the future. 

“We have a cutting-edge president,” 
Wingate said of Dr. Walter Kimbrough. 
“One of his strengths is that he’s into 
multimedia and social media, and I’m 

See Rev. Wingate, page 4 
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A letter from the Vice President of Institutional Advancement at Dillard University 


Dear members of 
the Louisiana 
Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church, 

I am delighted to 
join Dillard 
University as Vice 
President for 
Institutional 
Advancement. 

Although I begin at Dillard anew, I am no 
stranger to this esteemed university. From 


Marc A. Barnes 



2000-2009,1 worked at Dillard in the 
Development Office. I saw firsthand the 
tremendous impact of the support provid¬ 
ed by the United Methodist Church, and 
particularly the Louisiana Conference. 
Dillard cherishes its relationship with you, 
and we look forward to our collective 
work of producing college-educated pro¬ 
fessionals who enter the global economy 
with a deep sense of moral and ethical 
values. 

Because of your support, our students 
are entering graduate school in programs 


such as physics, mathematics, biology, 
arts and, indeed, ministry. They are learn¬ 
ing to become good citizens by participat¬ 
ing in countless community service hours 
in areas such as elderly care, housing 
repair and many others. It is because of 
Dillard’s deep roots in the United 
Methodist Church that this culture exists. 

While Dillard has come a long way 
since the devastation of 2005, there is still 
so much opportunity to grow, particularly 
in the areas of student enrollment and 
fundraising. Dillard remains a wonderful 


investment for those who provide their 
time, talent and treasure. I look forward to 
working with you to keep our venerable 
institution strong and seeded in the faith 
from which we were founded. 

Thank you Louisiana Conference for 
all that you do for our Fair Dillard. 

Sincerely, 

Marc A. Barnes 

Vice President for Institutional 

Advancement 


Quick facts about 

Academic Program 

Degrees: 

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Colleges: 

Arts and Sciences, 

Professional Studies, 

Business 
General Studies 

Academic Majors: 18 

2012/2013 Rankings 

U.S. News & World Report: 

No. 9 among all HBCUs 


Dillard University 

Students and Faculty 

Enrollment: 1,307 
Full-Time Faculty: 63 
Doctorate Degrees: 67% 
Endowed Professorships: 19 
Student/Faculty Ratio: 14:1 

Costs 

Tuition: $13,650/year 
Campus Housing (Average): 

$8,868/year 

Student Life 

Mascot: Bleu Devil 
Intercollegiate Athletics: Men 
and Women's Basketball, Cross 
Country, and Track & Field; 
Women's Volleyball 
Active Organizations: 29 
Greek Chapters: 6 


Contact Dillard University 

Department 

Phone # 

Business and Finance 

504.816.4644 

Cashier 

504.816.4654 

Recruitment, Admissions and Programming 

504.816.4670 

Financial Aid & Scholarships 

504.816.4677 

Records & Registration 

504.816.4705 

Residential Life 

504.816.4734 

Student Affairs 

504.816.4685 

Student Health Services 

504.816.4743 

Student Success 

504.816.4236 

Student Support Services 

504.816.4306 

University Chaplain 

504.816.4791 



pILLARD 

UNIVERSITY 



Dillard students and friends pose with actor and author Hill Harper, star of the hit 
TV show CSI: NY, who gave the commencement address and was awarded an 
honorary doctorate of humane letters at Commencement 2012 in May. 


Tour Our Campus! 

Dillard University invites you to tour our beautiful campus in the Gentilly neighbor¬ 
hood of New Orleans. Located just 10 minutes from the Central Business District 
and the historic French Quarter, Dillard offers students the resources and opportuni¬ 
ties of a modern metropolis, and the comfort and safety of a private campus com¬ 
munity. 

Campus tours are available Monday through Friday at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

To make an appointment, please contact Monica White, coordinator of campus 
tours and special events, at mwhite@dillard.edu. We hope to see you soon! 


Louisiana ConferenceA^W/ 


Cynthia Fierro Harvey Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Student Spotlight: Nicole Tinson and Kevin Perry 



Nicole Tinson and Kevin Perry 
have overcome adversity to 
become two of Dillard’s best and 
brightest 

Nicole Tinson, 

Class of 2014 

Nicole Tinson grew up in South Central 
Los Angeles. When she was nine years old, 
her older brother was killed. Nicole’s single 
mother was left to take care of three chil¬ 
dren and one baby granddaughter, who 
would grow up fatherless. 

“I looked at my environment and knew 
I didn’t want to grow or adapt into it,” 
Nicole said. “I knew I wanted to be an 
attorney because I like to defend people, 
and I knew I wanted to affect policy.” 

Today, Nicole is a junior political sci¬ 
ence major at Dillard University, and she 
has distinguished herself as one of the most 
outstanding students on campus. 

This spring, she is studying in 
Washington, D.C. as part of the 
Congressional Black Caucus’ Emerging 
Leaders program. Fewer than two-dozen 
people were chosen from nearly 900 appli¬ 
cants for the prestigious program, which 
places students in internships on Capitol 
Hill while they take a full slate of courses 
at George Washington University. 

“They’re helping you to understand pol¬ 
icy - social issues, health issues, political 
issues - with a special interest in African- 
Americans,” she said. “We may work in 
federal departments like Housing and 
Urban Development, or the Justice 
Department, or if you’re lucky enough, the 
White House. When I was accepted, I was 
jumping up and down and crying. I’m very 
excited about the program.” 

As the president of the junior class, 
Nicole recently organized a Peers and 
Careers Forum where students spoke with 


established professionals in fields ranging 
from education, to journalism, to business 
about how to get ahead. 

“I like to mobilize the students in the 
junior class to understand there’s life after 
Dillard,” she said. “It’s fun to socialize 
while we’re here, but we also have to 
develop a business-oriented mindset. You 
have to know what you’re going to do 
when you leave the Oaks,” she said, in ref¬ 
erence to Dillard’s Avenue of the Oaks. 

In high school, Nicole was part of the 
Los Angeles youth chapter of the NAACP. 
When she arrived at Dillard, she was sur¬ 
prised to find there was no NAACP chapter 
on campus, so she started one herself. As 
chapter president, she has hosted events 
including Why Your Vote Matters, which 
brought political figures and media person¬ 
alities from New Orleans and throughout 
Louisiana to campus in advance of the 
November presidential election. She fol¬ 
lowed that with a forum about racism and 
misogyny in hip-hop that featured academi¬ 
cians from across the country. 

When she’s not studying or leading a 
campus organization, Nicole spends much 
of her time doing community service. After 
Hurricane Isaac virtually destroyed much 
of Plaquemines Parish, she traveled to the 
rural community with a group of peers to 
help a man gut out his house. 

“He explained how the government 
wouldn’t come out to help him until his 
house was completely gutted,” she said. 
“And it was just him, doing it by himself. It 
was an eye-opener for me. It made me real¬ 
ize there’s something really wrong with the 
government. He just wanted to fight to save 
and preserve his home. It was a lot of hard 
work and labor, but I could tell the man 
was extremely grateful that we had been 
there. I ended up making a YouTube video 
about it.” 

Nicole is currently studying for the 
LS ATs and plans to enroll in law school 


after she graduates in 2014. 

“In my personal statement, it says future 
attorney, senator, ambassador, philanthro¬ 
pist - that’s all stuff I’m interested in,” she 
said. “I’m truly about helping the people 
who can’t help themselves. I have a plat¬ 
form of things I take a strong interest in, 
and I just see myself impacting not only 
the community I live in, but the United 
States community. If it extends to me going 
international and helping the global com¬ 
munity, I’ll do that too.” 

Kevin Perry, 

Class of 2013 

Within weeks of beginning his under¬ 
graduate education, Kevin Perry was dealt 
a major blow: his mother was diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer. Kevin withdrew from 
community college to support her during 
treatment. Nearly five years later, Kevin’s 
mother is a cancer survivor, and he is one 
of the most active and recognizable stu¬ 
dents in Dillard’s senior class. 

When he made the decision to return to 
his education, Kevin enrolled at Dillard and 
quickly got involved with a variety of cam¬ 
pus initiatives, from coaching the volley¬ 
ball team, to serving as Student 
Government Association treasurer, to sup¬ 
porting the basketball teams as a member 
of the Bleu Crew pep squad. He is also a 
proud member of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity, Inc. 

“When I got to Dillard, the Sigmas took 
me under their wing,” Kevin said. “They 
were the first people to greet me. They 
made sure I got myself on the right path 
before I could even mess up. I looked up to 
them ever since my freshman year.” 

Now Kevin gives back to the under¬ 
classmen that have followed him, not only 
through Greek life, but also as a leader for 
Student Orientation, Advising and 
Registration (S.O.A.R.). 


“I always wanted to be a S.O.A.R. 
leader so I could be the first one to reach 
out to the freshmen - to tell them the dos 
and don’ts and background of Dillard. To 
explain to them that Dillard is the perfect 
place for them to be.” 

A theatre major, Kevin has performed in 
numerous stage plays and also served as 
Dillard’s theater manager, running the front 
of the house and tackling publicity and 
ticket sales. His first love, however, is edu¬ 
cation, and he hopes to be teaching high 
school English and social studies in the 
very near future. 

“Theater has always been a passion of 
mine,” he said. “I’ve been doing it since I 
was 12 years old. But my heart lies in edu¬ 
cation. So when I do become a teacher, 
which will be soon, I will incorporate my 
theatrical side to make the material more 
interesting.” 

After graduation, Kevin hopes to join a 
teacher-training program like Teach For 
America, City Year or Teach NOLA that 
will enable him to teach while earning a 
master’s degree. Ultimately, he would like 
to earn a doctorate in education or higher 
education administration. 

“When I teach high school students, I 
want them to understand that I came from 
an area like theirs, and I succeeded,” he 
said. “I’m about to graduate from college 
and go on to graduate studies. You could 
do the same thing. If I can do it, anybody 
can do it. It’s not that big. It’s right there. 
And you may not see it until you actually 
do it.” 

At a very important juncture in his life, 
Kevin put his education on hold to help his 
family. It could have derailed his career. 
Instead, it helped make him the passionate, 
focused young man he is today. 

“My parents are proud of me because 
I’m the first person to graduate from col¬ 
lege in the family,” he said. “So that’s pret¬ 
ty exciting for everybody.” 
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Ejaaz Mason, ’13, is pictured left on the set of “Runaway Hearts.” Damaris 
Calliet, ’13, is shown in a still shot from the introduction to “Flippin’ Out,” a half- 
hour comedy show produced by Dillard film students. 


Dillard students make ‘movie magic’ in New Orleans film scene 


Film students flourish amid ties to 
Hollywood South 

Known for its picturesque grounds, 
gleaming white buildings and tree-lined 
Avenue of the Oaks, the Dillard University 
campus has played home to several movie 
sets over the past year. From major motion 
pictures to independent films, Dillard is 
fast becoming a hotspot for location scouts 
and filmmakers. 

More and more movies are shooting in 
Louisiana because of the tax breaks the 
state has introduced to lure the film indus¬ 
try. During the 2012-2013 school year, 
Spike Lee’s “Oldboy” and Lee Daniels’ 
“The Butler” were among the films shot in 
part at Dillard. Locals and those who know 
the city will have no trouble spotting the 
campus and its interior spaces in those 
movies. 

But it’s not just Dillard’s campus that 
has become part of the New Orleans film 
scene, also known as Hollywood South. 
Dillard’s faculty and students are an even 
bigger part of the equation. The universi¬ 


ty’s film concentration, housed in the 
School of Mass Communication, is quickly 
becoming one of Dillard’s flagship pro¬ 
grams. How has this HBCU become so 
prevalent in the movie industry? The 
answer involves a combination of talent, 
drive, connections and hard work. 

At Dillard, professor Keith Alan Morris 
has all the tools to build a successful film 
program, including high-end cameras and 
editing suites and connections to industry 
experts. Recently, he has hosted a number 
of guest lectures at Dillard from profession¬ 
als including production designer Sharon 
Seymour (“Argo”), cinematographer 
Kerwin DeVonish (“Red Hook Summer”), 
cinematographer Sean Bobbitt (“Oldboy”), 
and publicist Dianne Slattery (Spike Lee 
films). 

Ejaaz Mason, a mass communication 
major who wants to share his passion for 
film with teenagers, is one of several stu¬ 
dents who have gained experience working 
on feature films at Dillard. 

“What a year! I know I’ve been blessed 
since I’ve been at Dillard,” said Mason, a 


senior. “Dillard has so much to offer, and I 
figured it out on my first day here.” 

Sophomore Kendra Murray served as a 
crewmember on Spike Lee’s “Oldboy” and 
Morris’ own film, “Runaway Hearts.” 
Murray and her peers were involved in 
numerous aspects of the filmmaking 
process, from editing, to grip work, to pro¬ 
duction design. The students realize how 
rare it is to gain feature film experience as 
undergraduates; it’s even more rare to have 
the opportunity to work with Oscar-nomi¬ 
nated directors like Spike Lee. 

“I’ve had so many great experiences in 
film,” Murray said. She said she learned a 
lot about herself and her capabilities work¬ 
ing under the high-stressful conditions of a 
movie shoot. Her hard work paid off; now 
she’s interning at New Orleans radio sta¬ 
tion WBOK and writing daily news stories. 

Mason and his fellow mass communica¬ 
tion students have started to produce mate¬ 
rial of their own, writing and filming skits 
for a 30-minute variety show called 
“Flippin’ Out” that satirizes news and cam¬ 
pus life a la “Saturday Night Live.” 


"It took time to get to know the stu¬ 
dents, their strengths and their weakness¬ 
es,” Morris said. “This year, for the cap¬ 
stone projects of the upperclassmen, we tai¬ 
lored projects to their strengths, and it has 
really paid off. The work has dramatically 
improved and can be expanded upon to 
compete with all of the best TV pilots this 
pilot season. I’m excited and hope to take a 
few (of the students and their films) to the 
Cannes Film Fest market as well.” 

Dillard has jumped at every opportunity 
to position itself as a leader in the burgeon¬ 
ing film scene of Hollywood South. In 
2012, the university served as a host of the 
annual Social Change Film Festival and 
Institute. In February, Morris and a group 
of Dillard students visited Warren Easton 
High School to discuss the university’s film 
program. The response was extremely posi¬ 
tive. Morris may have been addressing the 
next batch of Dillard film students - or 
even the next generation of professional 
filmmakers. 

Contact the School of Mass 
Communication at (504) 816-4331. 


Rev. Wingate, from page 1 

hoping to bring that same engagement 
into chapel. The present age requires us to 
become a 21st century church. It’s not a 
16th century church. Just like when the 
Bible was first printed, you were moving 
from an oral tradition to a written tradi¬ 
tion. We’re a university. Why not use 
those tools for ministry?” 

Wingate is also extending his work 
beyond Dillard University’s campus. He 
wants to continue the interfaith dialogue 
between Dillard and other New Orleans 
universities outside of the Martin Luther 


King Jr. Week for Peace, when the schools 
typically come together and worship. He 
has set a goal to visit all the leading 
churches across the city to better under¬ 
stand the culture and needs of his congre¬ 
gation. And in February, he hosted a serv¬ 
ice for the community in Dillard’s 
Lawless Memorial Chapel called Enough 
is Enough: Stop the Violence Revival to 
address the violent crime that dispropor¬ 
tionately affects young black men in New 
Orleans. 

The Office of the Chaplain is tackling 
some weighty issues, and Rev. Wingate 
acknowledges that his job requires more 


than a 9-to-5 workday. With that in mind, 
he has established a 24-hour prayer and 
spiritual crisis hotline so that students can 
always reach him if they feel the need for 
council. 

Rev. Wingate has made it his mission 
to be there for all of Dillard’s students, all 
the time. In the fall of 2013, he will con¬ 
vene a new Religious Life Council so that 
students of every faith tradition - 
Protestantism, Catholicism, Judaism, 

Islam and so on - can feel represented on 
the Avenue of the Oaks. He sees the 
Office of the Chaplain as a place of love 
and acceptance where Dillard students can 


leam and grow. 

“As the chaplain, I have to meet the 
needs of the whole student body,” 
Wingate said. “Jesus did not have a min¬ 
istry of exclusion. You can be gay, 
straight, black, white, and we will meet 
your needs. I will meet the needs of every 
student who comes through these doors. 
When people come into my office, I want 
them to feel Christ and have a positive 
experience.” 

Contact the Office of the Chaplain at 
(504) 816-4791. 
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Food for Thought: President Kimbrough launches lecture series 



BRAIN FOOD 

The Dillard University President's Lecture Series 


Brain Food will kick off on April 18 with a lecture from Michael Eric Dyson. 


Lecture series to begin in April 

After taking office as the president of 
Dillard University last summer, one of the 
first major events Dr. Walter Kimbrough 
announced was a lecture. 

“It’s an opportunity to bring people to 
campus and get them acquainted with what 
we’re doing,” Kimbrough said. “To get 
people in the community interacting with 
your faculty, staff, students and alums in a 
positive, exciting atmosphere - it creates a 
lot of energy about the institution.” 

Michelle Alexander, author of the New 
York Times best-selling book The New Jim 
Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness, came to Dillard in 


November and gave the annual Ortique 
Lecture on Law and Society in front of a 
packed house. Two months later, national 
radio host Tavis Smiley and revered intel¬ 
lectual Cornel West visited Dillard together 
on their Poverty Tour. They, too, addressed 
a standing-room-only crowd. 

That was just the beginning. On April 
18, Kimbrough will launch Brain Food, his 
official lecture series. Noted author and 
advocate Michael Eric Dyson will give the 
inaugural lecture. 

“There really didn’t seem to be a pres¬ 
ence from any of the other higher educa¬ 
tion institutions (in New Orleans), as far as 
a comparable program, so it made sense,” 
Kimbrough said. 


“New Orleans is known for food. It’s 
almost like the culinary capital of the 
world. As an institution of higher educa¬ 
tion, we should be feeding peoples’ 
minds,” he said. 

Kimbrough has plenty of experience 
with lecture series. In his previous post as 
the president of Philander Smith College in 
Arkansas, he created the Bless the Mic 
series, which was a roaring success. 

“We started to bring people to campus 
who had never spoken on campuses at all, 
and I think that’s what made Bless the Mic 
stand out as a series that people started to 
emulate,” Kimbrough said. “It was bold 
and risk-taking.” 

Bless the Mic also raised eyebrows by 
booking lecturers you wouldn’t expect to 
find at a Historically Black school - people 
like the conservative commentator Ann 
Coulter, or Charles Murray, whose contro¬ 
versial book The Bell Curve about class 
and intelligence has been decried by some 
as racist. 

“You’re going to get a range of people 
and a range of ideologies,” Kimbrough 
said. “The goal is also to reach different 
communities, people who have never come 
to Dillard before. Those are the things I’ve 
learned - mix it up, keep it unpredictable, 
and reach a variety of constituents.” 


Dyson, a professor of sociology at 
Georgetown University who has authored 
16 books, resonates with local audiences; 
he has written passionately about the 
tragedy of Hurricane Katrina, and the 
plight of New Orleanians in its aftermath. 
Kimbrough said he is the perfect person to 
kick off Brain Food. 

“He’s just money every time,” 
Kimbrough said. “You’re not going to get a 
bad lecture with him. There will be people 
who come from out of town to hear him. 
Not only is he a bona fide academic, he’s a 
celebrity, too.” 

Brain Food, which will likely include 
three or four lectures per semester, has all 
the makings of a flagship program for 
Dillard. Most importantly, it represents the 
rekindling of a school tradition, and the 
positioning of the university as a locus of 
intellectual thought in New Orleans. 

“Dillard has a long history of lecture 
series. They go back to the ’50s,” 
Kimbrough said. “It’s really bringing back 
a tradition at Dillard, which is for us to be 
an intellectual and cultural center.” 

For more information about Brain 
Food, contact the Office of University 
Communications and Marketing at (504) 
816-4800 . 



President Kimbrough and family with Cornel West at Dillard in January. 


Dillard students encouraged to be service-minded through various projects 


The HBCU tradition of service is 
alive and well at Dillard 

From art and education to health and 
literacy, Dillard University students find 
countless ways to serve others on local, 
national and international scales. 

“Going to an HBCU, I feel you’re sup¬ 
posed to uplift others,” said Rachel 
Williams, a senior psychology major from 
Baton Rouge. “Throughout African- 
American history, education was a means 
to better your own life, and then go back to 
better the quality of life in your community 
or family. There was always a deeper 
meaning. At HBCUs, those qualities of 
uplift and social responsibility are really 
stressed.” 

On a Saturday afternoon in February, 
Williams and the National Pan-Hellenic 
Council, an organization that unites the 
nine historically black fraternities and 
sororities, organized a Big Day of Service 
for Dillard students and prospective stu¬ 
dents from New Orleans high schools. 
Working with the Downtown 
Neighborhood Improvement Association 
and the Creative Alliance of New Orleans, 
students conducted a cultural survey in the 
city’s Sixth and Seventh Wards. The goal 
was to help allocate non-profit resources to 
artists and to assist in an oral history of the 


area, which was among the first free neigh¬ 
borhoods of color in the South. 

Greek life plays a large role in commu¬ 
nity service at Dillard. Members of Delta 
Sigma Theta read to children in Head Start 
programs and organize cholesterol and glu¬ 
cose screenings through Daughters of 
Charity health centers. Alpha Kappa Alpha 
recently participated in the Little Dresses 
for Africa project, decorating pillowcases, 
sewing them into dresses, and sending 
them to churches, schools and orphanages 
overseas. The men of Omega Psi Phi often 
grab garbage bags, have a campus cleanup, 
and host a barbecue afterwards for atten¬ 
dees. 

Other projects are conducted by ad hoc 
committees. In the fall, a group of female 
students came together and organized a 
benefit showcase called “It’s a Girl Thing.” 
Ten acts performed to raise money for the 
More Than Me Foundation, which sends 
girls to school in the West African nation of 
Liberia. 

“There are so many opportunities to get 
involved here at Dillard,” said Kristopher 
Lewis, a political science major who volun¬ 
teers his time with Habitat for Humanity 
and numerous other service efforts. “It’s up 
to each individual student to take advan¬ 
tage of them, but the opportunities and the 
networks are here. People are here to men¬ 



These Dillard students volunteered at the NFL Experience during Super Bowl 
week in January. 


tor you to be whatever you want to be.” 

When the Super Bowl came to town in 
January, more than two-dozen students vol¬ 
unteered at the NFL Experience, a tempo¬ 
rary theme park in the Ernest N. Morial 
Convention Center, clocking fans’ 40-yard 
dash times, facilitating punt, pass and kick 
contests, and much more. 

Sometimes volunteering is just a whole 
lot of fun. Typically, though, students are 
fulfilled by service because they know 
they’ve helped - in some way, however 
small - to improve the life of another indi¬ 
vidual. 


“Because of the history associated with 
HBCUs, you can’t get away from the 
notion that you’re responsible for more 
than yourself,” Williams said. “If you look 
at the number of African-American stu¬ 
dents in college, especially from low- 
income communities, you know you’re 
special if you’re just here. And you’re even 
more special if you graduate. So you have 
a responsibility to give back. I’ve internal¬ 
ized that, and I take it seriously.” 

To learn more about community service 
opportunities at Dillard, contact the Office 
of Student Affairs at (504) 816-4685. 
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Dillard expands its worldwide focus 


HBCU-Brazilian Alliance, 
International Festival just the 
beginning 

Dillard University has always been 
home to students from across the United 
States. It has also formed strategic partner¬ 
ships with schools and institutions in coun¬ 
tries in Africa and the Caribbean to house 
and educate foreign students. In 2013, the 
Office of International Students & Study 
Abroad Programs will expand its offerings 
in exciting new ways, bringing a cohort of 
Brazilian students to Dillard and producing 
an International Festival on campus. 

Dillard recently partnered with organi¬ 
zations in Brazil to bring a group of 18 stu¬ 
dents to campus. Dillard is one of the few 
HBCUs in the South to take advantage of 
the U.S. government’s HBCU-Brazilian 
Alliance. To support the U.S.-Brazil Joint 
Action Plan on Racial Equality, the two 
countries are promoting and expanding 
academic exchange opportunities between 
U.S. Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) and Brazilian uni¬ 
versities. A Memorandum of 
Understanding between U.S. HBCUs and 
Brazil’s Federal Agency for Support and 
Evaluation of Graduate Education supports 
the initiative. 

Dr. Kimya Dawson-Smith, the director 
of Dillard’s Office of International Students 
and Study Abroad Programs, has been 
thrilled by the response of the Brazilian 
government and the students themselves. 
She said the program came together more 
quickly than her office could have hoped. 
Initially, a group of 20 students were 
scheduled to arrive, but the speed with 
which the applications were processed 
meant that only 18 made it to New Orleans 
in January. 

Dillard is one of the only HBCUs with a 
Center for Intensive English Language 
(CIEL). This program, founded by 
Dawson-Smith, teaches skills in listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, voice, diction 
and accent reduction. After foreign students 
reach certain proficiency levels in their 
CIEL classes, they matriculate into 
Dillard’s traditional college curriculum. 
Dillard’s CIEL instructors include Aurea 
Diab, Ray Brazil, Melissa Long and Ivan 
Watkins, whose Brazilian Cultural 
Enrichment class has been a hit with many 
of the students. 

“It was unexpected, this opportunity to 
study in the U.S.A.,” said Edgar Santos. A 
geological engineering major, Santos is 
studying not only English, but also envi¬ 
ronmental biology and geology with 
Dillard’s Dr. Amy Lesen. Outside the class¬ 
room, he and his fellow Brazilian class¬ 
mates have participated in Mardi Gras fes¬ 
tivities, Martin Luther King Week activi¬ 
ties, and much more. 

Although the students are becoming fast 
friends and live together in the same dor¬ 
mitories, they knew nothing about each 
other prior to arriving at Dillard, as they 
study at a variety of different universities 
across Brazil. 

“We made friends with one another 
online,” said Natalia Moura, a chemistry 
major. Before coming to the U.S., Moura 
researched Dillard University, HBCUs and 


New Orleans. “I watched videos on the 
Dillard website about the Bleu Devil 
Classic,” Dillard’s annual basketball dou¬ 
bleheader versus crosstown rival Xavier 
University, she said. Like many of her 
peers, Moura had experience speaking 
English prior to her arrival at Dillard. 

Though the alliance with Brazil is rela¬ 
tively new, associations with other coun¬ 
tries are not. Dawson-Smith has also creat¬ 
ed a Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Institute 
(TAST) at Dillard to help students leam 
about countries with ties to the historic 
slave trade. Coursework enables students to 
explore slave migration patterns across the 
globe. Students and faculty have visited 
plantation sites throughout the state of 
Louisiana and taken trips to countries 
including Ghana and Jamaica that have his¬ 
torical associations with the tons-Atlantic 
slave trade. 

“It’s important to make a physical con¬ 
nection between nations,” said Dawson- 
Smith. 

The Dillard campus and the greater 
New Orleans community are invited to 
“visit” other countries this spring at 
Dillard’s inaugural International Festival. 
The fest, which will be held in April on 
Dillard’s campus, will feature international 
food, music, dance and crafts. Guests will 


through international partnerships 


A cohort of Brazilian students has enrolled in an intensive English language pro¬ 
gram. Upon completion, students will matriculate into Dillard’s traditional cur¬ 
riculum. 


have an opportunity to taste, see and expe¬ 
rience the culture of numerous foreign 
countries. 

“We have been asked to create an inter¬ 
national event, and the students are ready 
for it,” said Dawson-Smith. She hopes the 
event will raise hinds to help Dillard stu¬ 


dents study abroad - so they can leam from 
other cultures, and teach foreign students 
about life at Dillard University in New 
Orleans. 

Contact the Office of International 
Students & Study Abroad Programs at 
(504) 816-4926 . 






(800) 256-9317 or (225) 346-1535 
information@umf.org 
www.umf.org 


It’s not what you gather, 
but what you scatter ... 

That’s what tells the kind of life 
you’ve lived. 

—Unknown 

What will you leave behind that shows 
what kind of life you’ve lived? 


Planned gifts are one way to indicate 
what is important to you and help the 
ministries you love continue into the 
future. 


Give to the future of your church through 
a bequest in your will, a life income gift 
or by naming your church as a beneficiary 
of an insurance policy or retirement plan, 
and scatter the good things! 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


“Where htnlh anti Money C’omc Together 
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Meet the Admissions Staff 



(Back row, L-R:) O'shel Taylor, senior admissions counselor; Michelle Paniagua, 
admissions processor; Talia Pennington, senior admission counselor; Monica 
White, coordinator of campus tours and special events; Peggy Plaisant-Jackson, 
admission processor. (Front row, L-R:) Christopher Stewart, admission 
counselor; Dr. Alecia Cyprian, assistant vice president for Enrollment 
Management; Calvin Haynes, admission counselor. 


It is a very exciting time of year in the 
Office of Recruitment, Admissions and 
Programming. Meeting and getting to 
know prospective students and their fami¬ 
lies is such a rewarding experience. I know 
the college admissions process is all about 
exploring a vast array of colleges and uni¬ 
versities and deciding which among them 
may best suit your educational goals. For 
parents and students alike, whether you 
have begun searching for schools or are 
still thinking about it, this is an exciting 
time in your life! You are selecting or 
searching for the institution that will form 
your ideas and shape your future. Is Dillard 
University the right choice for you? Will it 
provide what you need for professional 
studies or the workforce? As you have read 
this edition of Louisiana Now!, we hope 
you have come to learn about and want to 
know more about Dillard University. We 
encourage you to explore our academic 
programs and the vibrant student life that 
makes up Dillard University. 

We’re committed to making a liberal 
arts education available to students from 
families of all socioeconomic backgrounds. 
We admit students on the basis of academic 
promise and achievement and then work 
with families to make Dillard University 


affordable. Well over half our students 
receive substantial financial aid packages 
from the university, in addition to grants, 
loans, and jobs through federal programs. 
If college costs are a concern for you, our 
financial aid office is ready and willing to 


help your family develop a plan for manag¬ 
ing them. You’ll find some information 
directly from the Office of Financial Aid 
and Scholarships here in this section. 

Our application for admission is avail¬ 
able online through the Common 


Application (commonapp.org) or through 
the Dillard University application, which is 
available on our website (dillard.edu). For 
graduating seniors, it’s not too late to make 
Dillard University a viable college choice. 
The Office of Recruitment, Admissions and 
Programming also serves as an easy start¬ 
ing point to make contact with the rest of 
our fine campus community. We can put 
you in touch with department heads that 
delight in sharing with you the strength of 
our academic programs and student servic¬ 
es. 

Discover for yourself the avenue of 
opportunities that await you at Dillard 
University. Experience the special feeling 
of friendship, family, security, and academ¬ 
ic energy that characterize our campus. You 
can take a virtual tour on our website by 
clicking on the Admissions tab. We offer 
campus tours Monday through Friday at 10 
a.m. and 2 p.m. 

To arrange a visit, please contact the 
Office of Recruitment, Admissions and 
Programming at (504) 816-4670, (800) 
216-6637 (toll-free), or 
admissions@dillard.edu. 

Most thankful, 

Alecia Cyprian, Ph.D. 


Financial Aid and Scholarships 

Making Your College Experience Affordable 


At Dillard University, we recognize 
that higher education presents an impor¬ 
tant and significant financial commit¬ 
ment for students and parents. This year, 
100 percent of our new students who 
applied for financial aid received assis¬ 
tance to help manage their education 
costs. Through state and institutional 
grants and scholarships, federal and pri¬ 
vate loans, employer tuition waivers, 
work-study awards, and payment plans, 
we work with families to make Dillard 
an affordable choice. 

The university awarded more than 
$24 million in federal, state, institutional 
and private scholarship and grant pro¬ 
gram funds to assist families. Paying for 
an education can sometimes seem com¬ 
plicated, but rest assured that we will 
work with you every step of the way to 
ensure a smooth process and determine 
your eligibility for assistance. We strive 
to provide high-quality service and equi¬ 
table financial aid finding for all fami¬ 
lies. 

Financial aid can be any source of 
funds available to help students pay for 
the costs of a college education. If you 
think you will need assistance, we 
encourage you to apply for financial aid. 
You can be sure that you will be treated 
fairly and equitably with respect to stu¬ 
dents in financial circumstances similar 
to your own. 

Most financial aid awards are based 
on demonstrated financial need; howev¬ 
er, some are based solely on merit. Merit 
programs, including most scholarship 
programs, help students with special 


abilities. Often, you don’t have to show 
financial need to receive money through 
merit-based programs. There are four 
main types of financial aid, and this arti¬ 
cle will provide an overview of each 
one. Usually, a student is offered a com¬ 
bination of aid (known as a package) 
from these four programs: grants, schol¬ 
arships, student employment, and loans. 

Completing the Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Assistance 
(FAFSA) 

The priority deadline date to apply 
for financial aid is March 1. Applying 
ahead of this deadline assures that you 
will be considered for our broad range of 
funding options, especially limited fund¬ 
ing sources such as the Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Grant (SEOG) and Federal Work-Study. 

Paying to Attend 

Many factors affect a student’s actual 
costs, such as personal lifestyle or spe¬ 
cific courses related to the major. How 
you will pay for your education is an 
important part of deciding which college 
you will attend. The Office of Financial 
Aid and Scholarships at Dillard under¬ 
stands that many families need help “fill¬ 
ing the gap” between what they can 
afford and the resources needed to pay 
college costs. 

The Office of Financial Aid and 
Scholarships administers a comprehen¬ 
sive program of federal, state, and insti¬ 


tutional aid and encourages every stu¬ 
dent to seek out private funding sources 
and opportunities. You are encouraged to 
apply for financial aid if you believe you 
will need assistance in order to attend 
Dillard University. 

Scholarships 

The Office of Financial Aid and 
Scholarships awards merit-based aca¬ 
demic scholarships each year to entering 
freshmen. All scholarships are awarded 
for the full academic year (fall and 
spring semesters). Scholarships are 
awarded based on information submitted 
in the Dillard University admissions 
application. A separate scholarship appli¬ 
cation is not required unless otherwise 
noted. All institutional scholarship 
awards are based on a combination of 
ACT/SAT scores and cumulative high 
school grade-point average. These schol¬ 
arships are four-year, renewable scholar¬ 
ships requiring full-time enrollment. 

Scholarships for 
Children of Ministers of 
the United Methodist 
Church and the United 
Church of Christ 

Dillard University cherishes, high¬ 
lights, lifts up and celebrates its historic 
and continuing covenantal relationship 
with the United Methodist Church and 
the United Church of Christ. These two 
great denominations enrich Dillard in a 
variety of tangible and intangible ways. 


Dillard is especially pleased to wel¬ 
come the matriculation of the sons and 
daughters of ministers of the United 
Methodist Church and the United 
Church of Christ, and we enthusiastical¬ 
ly encourage their collegiate experience 
at Dillard through scholarships. Students 
may be eligible to receive additional 
institutional scholarships as well. 

The following rules apply to 
Ministerial Scholarships: 

The mother or father must be the pas¬ 
tor (head of the church) of his or her 
own church. 

All applicants must complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). 

Applicants must provide supporting 
documentation, e.g. a church program. 

The applicant (student) must be a 
dependent student as defined by the 
Department of Education for purposes of 
receiving Title IV aid. 

The scholarship amount is 50 percent 
of the tuition charged each year. 

The scholarship is limited to a maxi¬ 
mum of four years (eight semesters). 

The deadline for each academic year 
is March 31. 

Applicants are required to apply each 
year to remain eligible for the scholar¬ 
ship. 

Students must maintain a minimum 
cumulative G.RA. of 2.2 each academic 
year. 

Contact the Office of Financial Aid 
and Scholarships at (504) 816-4677, 
(800) 216-8094 (toll-free), or finan¬ 
cial _aid@dillard. edu. 
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UNIVERSITY 


SPRING AUDITIONS 

OPEN HOUSE 


SATURDAY, MARCH 23,2013 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Professional Schools & Sciences Building 








We welcome all prospective high school students 
and their families to visit our campus and learn 
more about the Dillard University experience. 
Meet with faculty, staff and current students. 

Students will be able to audition for talent- 
based scholarships in Visual Arts,Theatre, 
Music and Athletics. 


Apply to DU Online Today! 
www.dillard.edu 


For further information or to R.S.V.R contact the Office of Recruitment, Admissions and Programming 
504.816.4670 (local phone), 800.216.6637 (toll free) or admissions@dillard.edu 

Ranked among the top 10 Historically Black Colleges and Universities by U.S. News & World Report 


Dillard University 2601 Gentilly Boulevard New Orleans, Louisiana 70122 






















Spring for Hunger 

April 20, 2013 
11:30 a.m. 

sponsored by St. Mark’s 
UMC 

New Orleans, La. 

For more information 
facebook.com/events/ 
148386485324768 



CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 


VOL. 14, No. 4 BATON ROUGE, LA APRIL 5, 2013 


2013 Annual Conference in Shreveport 



The logo for the 2013 Louisiana Annual Conference, slated for June 2-5, reflects the conference theme of “Blessings in 
the Wilderness.” Exodus 34:10 serves as the as the inspirational scripture for the theme. This year’s logo was created 
by Allison Milliron, a United Methodist and artist. “The scene depicts someone on a journey through the wilderness 
who stumbles upon an acacia tree. The tree symbolizes the awesome and unexpected blessings we receive as we trav¬ 
el through the wilderness,” said Milliron. 

‘Blessings in the Wilderness’ is 2013 Annual Conference theme 



Senior High/4 




Haiti / 5 



“Blessings in the Wilderness” is the 
theme for 2013 Louisiana Annual 
Conference 

The 2013 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference will be held at 
Centenary College in Shreveport, La. 
from June 2-5. 

“Blessings in the Wilderness” is the 

Conference offerings 

Special offerings taken at this year’s 
annual conference session will be collect¬ 
ed with the dual emphasis of local mis¬ 
sions and global ministry beyond the 
boundaries of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

A collection for One Great Hour of 
Sharing (OGHS) will be taken during 
Sunday evening’s Memorial and 
Communion service. This offering will go 
to assist United Methodist Committee on 
Relief in their efforts to assist persons 
throughout the world in times of disaster. 


theme for this year’s event, with Exodus 
34:10 as the inspirational scripture for the 
theme: “The Lord said, I now make a 
covenant. In front of all your people, I’ll 
perform dramatic displays of power that 
have never been done before anywhere 
on earth or in any nation. All the people 
who are around you will see what the 


UMCOR does not receive United 
Methodist World Service or apportion¬ 
ment funds. Because your contributions to 
specific causes and disasters through The 
Advance are used 100% toward those 
efforts, it is your undesignated gifts and 
OGHS that allow UMCOR to pay staff 
and administer the day-to-day operation 
of the organization. 

During Monday evening’s service with 
guest preacher Bishop Gregory Palmer, 
each church will be asked to pledge a dol¬ 
lar amount and volunteer hours toward a 


Lord does, because I will do an awesome 
thing with you.” (CEB). Even in the 
wilderness, God was providing, leading, 
and blessing the people. God does the 
same for us today! 

Bishop Gregory Palmer will be our 
guest preacher at a Monday evening serv- 

See Annual Conference, page 3 


local mission in their community. The 
recommendation would be that it relates 
to children and youth, to education, to 
health care or to family counseling. 

The offering taken during Ordination 
Service on Tuesday evening is designated 
for a trip to the Holy Land for Ordinands. 
As has been our tradition, this offering 
will help our recent ordinands participate 
in a Holy Land Tour with Bishop Harvey. 
This is a gift to these pastors as they start 
their pastoral ministry and will continue 
to provide insight into their ministry. 


focus on local and global mission efforts 
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Bishop Harvey presented Wiley College Women of Excellence Award 


Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
received the 2013 Women of Excellence 
Award during Wiley College’s annual 
convocation held March 26 on its campus 
in Marshall, Tex. 

The convocation was one component 
of a week-long observance filled with 
“women of excellence” activities. This 
year’s conference activities focused on 
achieving excellence through a “march of 
solidarity”; worshipping for spiritual 


Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 



renewal; and reaching out to 
others through community 
projects. 

Bishop Harvey was one of 
four recipients of the award 
from the historically black, pri¬ 
marily liberal arts institution 
affiliated with The United 
Methodist Church. Other hon- 
orees this year included Dr. 
Lezli Baskerville, Gina 


Keatley and the Honorable Doris Maloy. 

Each year, Wiley College celebrates 
women in general, and the achievements 
of a “select group of women who have 
made their mark in their chosen profes¬ 
sions or vocations.” 

Christal Turner, president of the Phi 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
said the award honors women who have 
broken or eliminated the glass ceiling in 
their chosen professions. 


Appointments made for District Superintendent, Administrative Services 




Several appoint¬ 
ments have been made 
for District and Annual 
Conference leaders for 
the 2013-14 confer¬ 
ence year. All of these 
appointments start July 
1,2013. 

Rev. Ellen Alston, 
currently the 
Alexandria District 
Superintendent, will 
move to serve as the 
Monroe District 
Superintendent. The 
Alexandria District is 
being eliminated and Rev. Ellen Alston 
those churches current¬ 
ly in the district are splitting and moving 
into the Acadiana, Lake Charles, Monroe 
and Shreveport districts. Rev. Alston 
replaces Rev. Lynn Malone, who will serve 
as senior pastor of First United Methodist 


Rev. Van Stinson 

Church in Monroe. 

Rev. Dr. Van Stinson, currently serving 
as senior pastor for University UMC in 
Baton Rouge, has been appointed as the 
new Baton Rouge District Superintendent. 


Rev. Ralph Ford 

He replaces Rev. Dr. Ralph Ford, who is 
moving into the position of Director of 
Administrative Services for the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. 

Rev. Ford takes over this position from 


Rev. Larry Miller, 
who will serve as 
senior pastor for 
University United 
Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge. 

During the 2012 
session of Annual 
Conference, con¬ 
ference members 
approved budget 
cuts related to 
reports from the 
Strategic Vitality 
Task Force and the 
Conference 
Council on 
Finance and 
Administration. The elimination of one 
district was part of the budget cuts that 
are now being implemented. 



Bishop Gregory Palmer to serve as guest 


preacher for 2013 Annual Conference 


Bishop Gregory Palmer will be our 
guest preacher at a Monday evening serv¬ 
ice (Gold Dome, 7:30 p.m.) and will also 
provide guidance in a “Learning Session” 
on Tuesday morning (Gold Dome, 8:15). 

Bishop Gregory Vaughn Palmer was 
assigned as Episcopal Leader of the West 
Ohio Area of The United Methodist 
Church Sept. 1, 2012. 

Bom and raised in Philadelphia, Pa., 
Bishop Palmer is a “child of the church,” 
the son of the Rev. and Mrs. Herbert E. 
and Charlotte Sue Hewitt Palmer. Bishop 
Palmer’s father is a retired United 
Methodist pastor; his mother (now 
deceased) was a school teacher in the 
Philadelphia Public School system. 

Bishop Palmer received his undergrad¬ 
uate degree from George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. and the 
Master’s of Divinity degree from Duke 
University Divinity School, Durham, 

N.C. Baldwin-Wallace College, Iowa 
Wesleyan College and Simpson College 
have all awarded him honorary degrees. 

Ordained a deacon and probationary 
member in the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conference in 1977, Palmer was ordained 
an elder in full connection in the East 
Ohio Conference in 1981. 

His pastoral career includes pastorates 
at Granville-Vance UMC’s and Durham 


Asbury Temple UMC in North Carolina; 
East Glennville UMC and Wemer UMC 
in Cleveland, Ohio; James S. Thomas 
UMC in Canton, Ohio and the United 
Methodist Church of Berea, Berea, Ohio. 
Palmer also served as district superin¬ 
tendent of the Youngstown District of the 
East Ohio Conference. 

In 2000, Palmer was elected to the 
episcopacy by the North Central 
Jurisdictional Conference. He was 
assigned to the Iowa Area where he 
served until assuming responsibilities in 
the Illinois Area in 2008. Bishop Palmer 
served as president of the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry from 
2004 to 2008 and president of the 
Council of Bishops from April 2008 to 
May 2010. 

Bishop Palmer and his wife of 36 
years, Cynthia, are the parents of two 
grown children - Monica, a middle 
school Special education teacher in 
Charlotte, N.C. and Aaron, who is 
employed at a technology company in 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Mrs. Palmer is an honors graduate in 
religion of Duke University. She is a 
Senior Sales Director with Mary Kay 
Cosmetics. She has served as a Director 
of Christian Education, as staff of several 
Community Action Agencies focused on 



Bishop Gregory Palmer 

Welfare to Work projects. She is an out- tures and has a strong interest in 
standing student and teacher of the scrip- women’s leadership development. 






















APRIL 5, 2013 


Louisiana Conferenced^/ 


3 


Annual Conference, from page i 

ice (Gold Dome, 7:30 p.m.) and will also 
provide guidance in a “Learning Session” 
on Tuesday morning (Gold Dome, 8:14). 
Bishop Palmer is the resident bishop of the 
West Ohio Conference. He is a former 
President of the Council of Bishops of The 
United Methodist Church and was a leader 
of the Council of Bishops’ Call to Action 
initiative for the 2012 General Conference. 
He is a sought after preacher and a leader 
in our Connectional Church. 

This is the first session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference with Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey. We look forward to wel¬ 
coming Bishop Harvey during our annual 
time of Holy Conferencing. Bishop Harvey 
will provide us with her vision for the 
Conference in the Episcopal Address on 
Monday morning (Gold Dome, 11:15), and 
inspire us with the sermon at the Service of 
Ordination on Tuesday evening (First 
UMC in Shreveport, 7:30 p.m.). 

Rev. Larry Stafford, senior pastor of 
First United Methodist Church in Monroe, 
La. will be the preacher at the Memorial 
and Communion Service that begins our 
2013 conference session on Sunday 
evening (Gold Dome, 7:30 p.m.). Rev. 
Stafford has served with distinction in the 
Louisiana Conference for the past 43 years, 
and has served as the senior pastor at First 
UMC, Monroe for the past 18 years. He 
will be retiring from active ministry at this 
session of the Annual Conference. 

Dr. Marcia McFee returns to Louisiana 
to assist with our worship. She, along with 
our own Conference Worship Team, will 
provide the spiritual settings for our time of 
praise and worship through song, scripture, 
prayer, and sermon. McFee is an author, 
worship designer and leader, professor, 


preacher and artist. Marcia combines her 
background in professional companies of 
music, theater and dance with a variety of 
worship and preaching styles in order to 
bring a fresh experience of the Gospel to 
each worship setting. 

During the 2012 session of Annual 
Conference, conference members asked 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson to form a 
Transition Task Force to guide the 
Conference in the implementation of the 
decisions made related to the Strategic 
Vitality Task Force and the Conference 
Council on Finance and Administration. 
The Transition Task Force has completed 
its work and will present the report to the 
Conference members (report will be posted 
in the Pre-Conference Report in mid- 
April). 

The 2012 session of Annual Conference 
also voted to ask the Bishop to form a 
Structure Revision Team to study our cur¬ 
rent structure as a Conference, and to pres¬ 
ent its findings and recommendations to 
the 2013 session. The Structure Revision 
Team will present its work and recommen¬ 
dations thus far to the members of the 2014 
Annual Conference. The team members 
will also recommend that they be allowed 
to continue to work this coming year, with 
the goal of a completed report at the 2014 
session. 

Each Annual Conference in our connec¬ 
tion is required to vote on Constitutional 
Amendments that have been approved at 
the 2012 General Conference. A 
Constitutional Amendment does not 
become valid without the approval of the 
members of each Annual Conference. 

There are four Constitutional Amendments 
that will be presented (amendments will be 
posted in the Pre-Conference Report). 


2013 Pre-Conference Meeting Schedule 

2013 Annual Conference Theme 
“Blessings in the Wilderness” 


ACADIANA 

Sunday, April 28, 2013 

2:00 p.m. 

Pharr Chapel 

517 Federal Avenue 

Morgan City, LA 

Sunday, April 28, 2013 

5:00 p.m. 

Louisiana Memorial 

515 E Bellevue Street 
Opelousas, LA 

ALEXANDRIA 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 

3:00 p.m. 

First Pineville UMC 

2550 Monroe Hwy 

Pineville, LA 

BATON ROUGE 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 

3:00 p.m 

University UMC 

3350 Dalrymple Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 

LAKE CHARLES 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 

2:30 p.m 

First Welsh UMC 

306 N Adams Street 

Welsh, LA 

MONROE 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 

3:00 p.m. 

McGuire UMC 

2075 Arkansas Road 

West Monroe, LA 

NEW ORLEANS 

Sunday, April 28, 2013 

4:00 p.m 

Georges Auditorium @ 

Dillard University 

New Orleans ,LA 

SHREVEPORT 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 

3:00 p.m. 

Asbury UMC, Bossier City 

3200 Airline Drive 

Bossier City, LA 


Agenda 

2013 Annual Conference 

4 Blessings in the Wilderness' 
(Subject to change) 

Sunday, June 2 Tuesday, June 4 


4:00 pm 

Registration Training 

4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

Boards and Agencies - see 
schedule of meetings 

4:30 pm-5:30 pm 

New Member Orientation 
for Lay & Clergy - 
Brown Chapel 

5:00 pm-6:45 pm 

Registration begins - 
Fitness Center 

6:15 pm 

Teller Training 

7:00 pm 

Pre-Service music - Gold 
Dome 

7:30 pm 

Memorial/Communion 
Service - Gold Dome 

Monday, June 3 

6:45 am 

Morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM) 

8:00 am-5:00 pm 

Registration continues - 
Fitness Center 

8:00 am-10:00 am 

Laity Session- Gold Dome 
Clergy Session- Brown 
Chapel 

10:00 am 

BREAK 

10:30 am 

Gathering Music -Gold 
Dome 

10:45 am 

Business Session #1 

The Convening of the 43rd 
Session 

Welcome 

Prayer 

Roll Call 

Motions from the Secretary 
Motion Rules of Order 
Adoption of Agenda 
Episcopal Committee 
Report 

11:15 am 

Episcopal Address 

12:15 PM 

LUNCH BREAK 

Extension Ministries 
Luncheon 

1:45 pm 

Gathering Music - Gold 
Dome 

2:00 pm 

Business Session #2 

Prayer 

Report of Transition Task 
Force 

3:20 pm - 3:40:pm 

BREAK 

3:40 pm 

Redistricting 

Announcements 

Courtesy Committee 

Report 

Closing Prayer 

5:00 pm 

Dinner Break 

7:00 pm 

Pre-Service Music - Gold 
Dome 

7:30 pm 

Worship - Bishop Greg 
Palmer, Preacher- Gold 
Dome 


6:45 am 

Morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM) 

7:00 am 

Laity Breakfast 

8:00 am-Noon 

Late Registration 

8:15 am 

Learning Moments - 
Bishop Greg Palmer 

9:30 am 

BREAK 

9:45 am 

Business Session #3 

Prayer 

Committee on the Journal 
Report of the Conference 
Lay Leader 

Courtesy Committee 
Miscellaneous Reports 

11:55 am 

Closing Prayer 

12:00 Noon 

LUNCH BREAK 

Retirees Luncheon 

1:45 pm 

Gathering Music 

2:00 pm 

Business Session #4 

Prayer 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

3:35 pm 

BREAK 

3:50 pm 

Lydia Patterson Report 
Committee on 

Rules 

Report on New Church 
Development 

Courtesy Committee 

Report 

Prayer 

5:00 pm 

DINNER BREAK 

7:00 pm 

Pre-Service Music - First 
UMC, Shreveport 

7:30 pm 

Ordination Service - First 
UMC, Shreveport 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro 
Harvey, Preaching 
Reception Following 

Service 

(Bain Hall, First UMC, 
Shreveport) 

Wednesday, June 5 

6:45 am 

Morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM) 

8:15 am 

Gathering Music 

8:30 am 

Business Session #5 

Prayer 

Committee on the Journal 
Passing of the Mantle 

10:15 am 

Service of Sending Forth 
and Deconsecration of 
Space 

The Fixing of Appointments 
Departure 


Stafford to preach memorial service 



Rev. Larry 
Stafford 


Rev. Dr. Larry Stafford 
will serve as speaker for the 
Memorial and Communion 
Service at the 2013 
Louisiana Annual 
Conference at Centenary 
College. The service is 
scheduled June 2 for 7:30 
p.m. in the Gold Dome. 

Larry has served as a 
pastor in the Louisiana Conference for 43 
years and as Senior Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church, Monroe since 1995. 
During his ministry he has chaired the 
Louisiana Conference Council on Finance 
and Administration, the Conference Board 
of Pensions, the Conference Board of 
Trustees, and served as President of the 
United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana. 


Larry and his wife Rita have two children 
and two grandchildren. His hobbies include 
golfing and anything outdoors. 

A collection for One Great Hour of 
Sharing (OGHS)will be taken during 
Sunday evening’s Memorial and 
Communion service. This offering will go 
to assist United Methodist Committee on 
Relief in their efforts to assist persons 
throughout the world in times of disaster. 
UMCOR does not receive United 
Methodist World Service or apportionment 
funds. It is undesignated gifts and OGHS 
that allow UMCOR to pay staff and admin¬ 
ister the day-to-day operation of the organi¬ 
zation. 

The public is invited to attend this spe¬ 
cial and meaningful worship service! 
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Senior high retreat draws more than 250 



More than 250 youth and adult coun¬ 
selors participated in the conference sen¬ 
ior high retreat held March 1-3 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey joined 
the youth, participating with them in the 
2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run held on the 
grounds of the center on Saturday morn¬ 


ing. Skeeter Runs were held in nine 
other cities throughout the state that 
same morning. 

Events for the weekend focused on 
leadership with Rev. John Edd Harper 
serving as retreat leader. Participants 
enjoyed fellowship, music, worship, 
small groups, games and great food 



Skeeter Run: The 

More than 2,500 runners, walkers and 
volunteers raised funds and awareness for 
Imagine No Malaria during the 2013 
Louisiana Skeeter Run, held in 10 cities 
throughout Louisiana on Saturday, March 
2 . 

The combined 5K/one mile events 
attracted community members, dedicated 
runners and “swat teams” from many of 
the local United Methodist churches 
throughout the Louisiana Conference. 

The donations from participants in this 
year’s Skeeter Run generated more than 
$43,000 that will be used to help those at 
risk for contracting malaria. Last year’s run 


race isn’t over yet! 

generated $33,000, but was boosted to 
$73,000 with gifts taken through a special 
offering in the spring of 2012. 

Help us boost this year’s total through 
the conference-wide special offering being 
taken on April 7! If your church cannot 
collect the offering on April 7, we thankful¬ 
ly ask that you try to do so by the end of 
April. For your convenience, we have cre¬ 
ated a Bulletin Insert for use in local 
churches. 

With generous gifts from our caring 
congregations, we may top $100,000! 
Imagine the lives we’ll save. Imagine the 
love we are sharing. Imagine No Malaria! 


Young UMs gather, seek ways to transform the world at Relevance X 


“How many of you are tired of hearing 
The United Methodist Church is dying?” 

Those were Glen Simpson’s first words 
to participants at Relevance X 2013, a 
three-day leadership conference in Las 
Vegas Feb. 15-17 for young people 18 to 
30. 

Through energetic worship services, ser¬ 
mons, dialogue and a unique “field trip,” 
participants focused on service and how 
service should be a key component of their 
faith. They were challenged to exhibit their 
personal faith by being a servant to those in 
need. 

The Desert Southwest Annual (regional) 
Conference began hosting Relevance X in 
2010. Now an annual event, Relevance X 
aims to reach young adults who often find 
themselves without a voice in the church. 
The event was also sponsored by 
Claremont School of Theology and Rethink 
Church, part of United Methodist 
Communications. 

“We need to ask each other how we can 
become more relevant as a church, how we 
can become better leaders,” said Simpson, 
Desert Southwest’s coordinator for young 
adult ministries. “Relevance X is all about 
providing that platform.” 

For the second year, Relevance X ran 
side by side with LEAD 2013, another con¬ 
ference geared toward young clergy and 
lay leaders and those who work with young 
people. LEAD brings together the collec¬ 
tive wisdom of those who want to trans¬ 
form and grow young adult ministry in the 
church. TED-style talks from a variety of 
faith leaders and those in creative ministry 
sparked conversation among participants 
focused on transforming young adult min¬ 
istry in the church. 

“I noticed leaders would come to 
Relevance X without their kids and 
thought, ‘How do we do this conference 


for a group?”’ said the Rev. Rob Rynders, 
LEAD organizer and pastor of City Square 
Church in Phoenix. 

A different approach 

Here come the scary numbers. For the 
past few months, religious news services 
have been breathless over an October 2012 
report from the Pew Center, which declared 


that one in five adults in the United States 
are “nones,” meaning they claim no reli¬ 
gious affiliation whatsoever. According to 
Pew, 32 percent of adults younger than 30 
have no religious affiliation, and young 
adults today are much more likely to be 
unaffiliated than previous generations were 
at a similar stage in their lives. 

While that information cannot be 
ignored, Relevance/LEAD 2013 sought to 
highlight unique ministries that are engag¬ 
ing young people and find ways similar 
creative ministries could be created, newer 
ways to appeal to those who the church 


does not now reach. 

Evan Smith, who leads the Reverence 
Electro-Ministry Team in Toronto, spoke 
about the effectiveness of electronic music 
and rave culture in worship. With a bevy of 
tattoos, a lip ring and a streak of purple in 
her hair, Smith doesn’t look like a typical 
worship leader, and her ministry isn’t typi¬ 


cal worship. It’s working, but she notes that 
whether it’s something as radical as a rave 
or your average lock-in, one must be 
immersed in youth culture to connect effec¬ 
tively. 

“We have a responsibility to connect 
with youth in their way,” she said. “If 
you’re not social-media savvy, if you don’t 
know who Skrillex is, if you can’t find a 
video on YouTube, then get out. They will 
learn more than us, bypass us, and there¬ 
fore, bypass the love of Christ.” 

Richard Kentopp, musician-in-residence 
at Servant Church in Austin, Texas, echoed 


Smith’s sentiment that you have to speak 
different languages for different audiences. 

“We don’t speak Latin any more, but we 
don’t know how not to speak church-speak 
to those who are outside,” Kentopp said. 
“Don’t simply tailor your service to the 
people already in your world. We all need 
non-Christians joining our church and in 
our services.” 

One vital aspect of worship for youth is 
music. Relevance and LEAD featured 
everything from a praise rock band, a jazz 
ensemble and a spoken-word artist to a 
club DJ and an impromptu gospel choir. 

Kentopp pointed out that staying up on 
musical trends is key to reaching young 
people. He shared an anecdote about a con¬ 
versation with a music pastor who led a 
contemporary service and described the 
music as similar to James Taylor. 

“Your primary weekly worship gather¬ 
ing is the main door to the community, and 
youth know Kanye West and Jay-Z more 
than they know James Taylor,” he said. 
“This isn’t a preference thing; it’s a true - 
linguistic barrier.” 

LEAD also addressed issues that young 
clergy face when they’re the ones who rep¬ 
resent the generation gap. 

The Rev. Sarah Heath, teaching and 
preaching site pastor for Shepherd of the 
Hills United Methodist Church, Rancho 
Santa Margarita, Calif., often finds her 
youthful appearance - and actual young 
age - can lead to dismissive attitudes. With 
a nose ring and tattoos, she knows she 
might not be accepted at just any church. 

“If they don’t want me with a nose ring, 
that’s not the place for me. Your job is to 
be you,” she said. 

Heath reminded participants that being a 
pastor is not the only thing they are, and 
perhaps they have other gifts they aren’t 

See Relevance X, page 5 
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Ongoing work in earthquake ravaged Haiti includes rebuilding of St. Martin Methodist Church 


As they sat on the front pew of St. 
Martin Methodist Church, a gentle breeze 
ruffled the little girls’ frilly dresses in the 
colors of a rainbow — pink, white, 
turquoise, yellow — and tempted little 
boys trying hard to be quiet for the two- 
hour worship. 

Lucienne Bazile stood in the open door¬ 
way by the 20 children, gently shushing 
them or separating them when they got a 
little too busy and forgot where they were. 

It was a dramatic change from a Sunday 
in January 2010 when few children were in 
attendance and services were held amid the 
rubble of the church and school left behind 
by the earthquake days before. 

On that day in 2010, and this Sunday in 
2013, Noelzina Doavil and Bazile were at 
their church — grieving then, joyful now. 

The two faithful church members are 
happy to be in the rebuilt structure that is 
now one large two-story building with the 
church on the second floor and the primary 
school on the first level. The original 
church and school were separate one-level 
structures next to each other. 

On Sept. 9, 2012, the Methodist Church 
of Haiti welcomed about a thousand partic¬ 
ipants to a joyous inaugural Communion 
service at St. Martin’s Methodist Church. 

The beautiful white building shines in a 


poor neighborhood that still shows scars 
from the massive earthquake. 

On Jan. 12, 2010, Doavil and Bazile 
were just finishing choir practice in the 
church with three other friends when they 
felt the first tremors. 

“We were just having prayer to end our 
time together,” Doavil said. She and Bazile 
were in a doorway and that saved them 
from being crushed. Their friends were far¬ 
ther back in the room and all died. Three 
“brothers” in faith pulled them out, Bazile 
said. 

They both beamed when they spoke of 
the new church and school constructed as 
part of the Haiti Response Plan, a collabo¬ 
rative effort with the Eglise Methodist 
d’Haiti, United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission and the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

“We lost some members because they 
are afraid to come back in the building,” 
said Gaston Hormil, a local preacher in St. 
Martin. But many came back and brought 
new people. 

Voices of praise floated out the open 
doors, and the Bible verses seemed espe¬ 
cially related to the faithful congregation. 

In Psalm 91:14, they read, “Those who 
love me, I will deliver; I will protect those 
who know my name.” 
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Noelzina Doavil (right) joins fellow parishioners in singing a hymn during wor¬ 
ship at St. Martin Methodist Church in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The church was 
rebuilt following the Haiti earthquake in 2010. Doavil, who was at choir practice 
when the earthquake hit, and another choir member were trapped in the rubble 
when the church collapsed. Three others died there. A UMNS photo by Mike 
DuBose. 


‘Three Simple Rules’ to 


train church leaders 


and volunteers 


Outreach and mission provide a won¬ 
derful opportunity to share the light of 
God’s love with neighbors near and far. 
Whether you’re training a team of volun¬ 
teers for an event across town or you’re 
assembling a team of mission workers to 
travel across the globe,preparation and 
training are key to executing a faithful and 
fruitful experience for everyone involved. 

Challenges in mission and ministry will 
arise, but by adopting John Wesley’s rules 
for living, your team can respond to any 
difficulties with love. Bishop Rueben Job, 
author of Three Simple Rules, clearly 
defines these rules in a wonderful resource 
that can help any team engaged in ministry. 

As you train, discuss how to apply these 
three rules to situations volunteers may 
encounter: 

Rule #1: Do no harm. 

Job says, “To do no harm means that I 
will be on guard so that all my actions and 
even my silence will not add injury to 
another of God’s children or to any part of 
God’s creation” (p. 46). To do no harm 
means to respect the cultures and life situa¬ 
tions of those with whom we minister. 
Applications to discuss with volunteers 
include: 

• Dressing appropriately. 

• Respecting everyone. 

• Using appropriate language. 

• Listening to one another, including 
those we are serving, without trying to 
“fix”situations. 

• Doing everything without complaining 
or arguing (Philippians 2:14). Read “Take 
on the 21-day complaint-free church chal¬ 
lenge” and do it! 

• Always speaking calmly. Anger and 
anxiety are contagious! 

• Seeing every person as a beloved child 


of God. 

Rule #2: Do good. 

Job says, “My desire to do good is in 
response to God’s invitation to follow 
Jesus, and it is in my control. I can deter¬ 
mine to extend hospitality and goodness to 
all I meet” (p.40). 

To do good is to seek opportunities to 
extend grace to all. Some ways of doing 
this include: 

• Greeting and making each person feel 
welcome. 

• Looking for small ways to serve 


other team members. 

• Celebrating moments of joy. 

Rule #3: Stay in love with God. 

Job says that as we stay in love with 
God, we “find our moral direction, our wis¬ 
dom, our courage, our strength to live faith¬ 
fully from the One who authored us, called 
us, sustains us, and sends us into the world 
as witnesses who daily practice the way of 
living with Jesus. Spiritual disciplines keep 
us in that healing... (p. 54).” 

Staying in love with God means prepar¬ 
ing to give from the overflow of our hearts. 



DO MO HARM 
Do GOOD 

Stay in Love with Goo 


beyond what is expected. 

• Thinking of being in ministry with 
those we serve, rather than being in min¬ 
istry to them. 

• Anticipating the needs of those we 
serve. 

• Proactively resolving conflicts with 


Since what we practice in seasons of calm 
will help us in seasons of stress, consider 
how your team will prepare their hearts for 
serving. Consider asking team members to 
commit to: 

• Daily devotional time in the weeks 
leading up to the ministry or mission 


• Formation of a prayer team 

• Corporate worship 

• Fasting 

• Journaling 

Training and preparation will help both 
volunteers and those we serve experience 
God’s grace together! 


Relevance X, from page 4 

using in their ministry. She said she 
also experiences God through art, 
music and acting and knows God 
wants her to use those creative urges. 

“God gives you unique talents and 
gifts ... and the world needs them. Say 
you’re a great organizer, or you’re 
great with finance — bless you! That’s 
a ministry. You’ll reach people I can¬ 
not.” 

Having an impact 

The centerpiece of Relevance X 
2013 was a service experience with 
Impact Las Vegas, an outreach min¬ 
istry in a part of Las Vegas that doesn’t 
get shown on TV. Just a few miles 
from the lights on “The Strip,” the 
neighborhoods are far from glamorous. 

Visitors see rows and rows of 
homes badly in need of repair and with 
bars over windows to prevent burgla¬ 
ries. Nearby, homeless people sleep in 
tent cities by the interstate. 

More than 500 volunteers loaded 
onto buses and headed into those areas 
to clean them up. The volunteers, more 
than one-third 18 to 34 and unconnect¬ 
ed to a church, picked up trash from 
the streets and alleys of the Palos 
Verdes neighborhood and also cleaned 
up parts of a nature trail. 
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Schedule of Meals for 
Annual Conference 

Mondav. June 3. 2013 

Retirees Luncheon 

LA Fellowship of Local Pastors and 

12:00 noon 

Associate Members 

Noel UMC 

7:00 am 

RSVP: Not necessary, just show 

Edwin Whited Room Centenary Cafeteria 

up 

Cost: $10.00 

Speaker: Rev.Dr. R.L. Bethley 

larrymiller@la-umc.org 

Checks payable to LFLP&AM 

Gammon Alumni Dinner 

RSVP: Pattye Hewitt 

5:00 pm 

715 Edinburgh Court 

St. Paul UMC 

Mandeville, LA 70448 

Cost: $15.00 

(985) 778-3094 

Speaker: Albert Mosely, 

(985) 863-7452 

President 

RSVP: James Graham 

Clergy Spouses & Surviving Spouses 

218 Suzanne Drive 

12:00 Noon 

First UMC, Shreveport 

Shreveport, LA 71115 

Cost $15.00 

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary 

RSVP: Rita Boyd 

5:15 pm 

706 Aberdeen Street 

Monjuni’s 

Lafayette, LA 70508 

1315 Louisiana Avenue 

Special Guest: James A. 

Extension Ministry 

Noseworthy 

12:30 pm 

RSVP: Heather 

Edwin Whited Room Centenary Cafeteria 

(337) 499-7197 or email 

Cost: $15.00 

Speaker: Bishop Harvey 

hleyland@gmail.com 

RSVP: Kathy at (225) 346-1646 by 

Asbury Alumni 

May 27th or email 

5:15 pm 

enixmore@bellsouth.net 

First Shreveport UMC 

Cost: $15.00 

Traditional Wesleyan Fellowship 

Tickets a must 

12:15 pm 

RSVP: John Robert Black 

First UMC, Shreveport 

(318) 560-7857 or email 

Education Bldg, 3rd floor 

Cost: $12.00 

johnrobertblack@yahoo.com 

Speaker: Rev.George Hunter 

Perkins Alumni 

Contact Woody Hingle via email 

5:30 pm 

at nnhiii@bellsouth.net 

First Shreveport UMC 

Cost: $20.00, free for current Perkins 

Centenary Clergy & Laity Alumni 

Students 

5:30 pm 

Tickets needed 

Strawn’s Eat Shop on King’s Hwy 

RSVP: Sarah Williams Shoup 

Cost; $0.00 

(225) 766-4594 or 

RSVP: alumni@centenary.edu 

(337) 842-1241 or email 

or call (318) 869-5115 by May 

29 

sarah.w.shoup@gmail.com 

Duke Alumni 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

5:30 pm 

5:30 pm 

First UMC, Shreveport Hunter Bldg., 

St. Luke’s UMC 

Room 103 

By Invitation Only 

Cost: $15.00 

St . Luke’s UMC 

RSVP Necessary 

6012 Youree Drive 

Mail check to: Jonathan Beck 

RVSP:johnedd@la-umc.org 

1st UMC, PO Box 1567 

Shreveport, LA 71165 

Tuesdav. June 4. 2013 

Candler Dinner 

Laity Breakfast 

7:00 am 

5:15 pm 

Broadmoor UMC Shreveport 

Jethro’s Resturant 

Cost $15.00 

830 Fanin, Shreveport 

Speaker: Bishop Harvey 

RSVP: franhoot@gmail.com or 

Tickets are available from your 

call Francey Hooton(318)475- 

District Lay Leader or purchase 

2595 

at http:www.la-umc.org/events/detail/4819 

Wednesdav. June 5. 2013 

COSROW 

4th Day Breakfast 

12:00 noon 

7:00 am 

Cost: $22.95 

Broadmoor UMC Anderson Hall (Gym) 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Purchase your tickets on line at 
http://www.. la-umc.org/events/detail/4823 

Cost: Donation 


2013 Annual Conference Board Meetings 

Before Annual Conference Meetings 

Board of Discipleship May 18, 2013 


Annual Conference Meetings 



Sunday. June 2 

Jackson Hall 

Higher Education 

4:00-6:00 

Room 105 

COSROW 

4:00-6:00 

Room 106 

Church and Society 

4:00-6:00 

Room 103 

Christian Unity 

4:00 - 6:00 

Room 111 



Smith Buildina 

Ordained Ministry 

4:00-6:00 

Kilpatrick 

Auditorium 

New Member 
Orientation 

4:00- 5:30 

Brown’s Chapel 


Display areas available at conference 


Those wishing to arrange for display 
areas at the 2013 Louisiana Annual 
Conference, slated for June 2-5, may do so 
by contacting Rhonda Whitley at the 
Conference area offices. This year’s ses¬ 
sion will be held at The Gold Dome on 
Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport, 
La., and exhibits are in the Fitness Center. 

Those seeking a display area should 
provide the following information as soon 
as possible: name of agency/institution; 
name of person in charge of exhibit; phone 
number; address, e-mail address; number 
of tables needed and whether or not there 
will be a need for an electrical outlet. 

There will be a charge of $25 for groups 


not directly related to the Conference or its 
related ministries. There will also be a $25 
charge if a product is to be sold. Tables will 
be provided, which can be set up Saturday 
through Monday. The exhibitor is required 
to provide any tablecloth, skirt, or other 
decoration for their individual display 
table. 

The deadline for space request is May 
3, 2013. Spaces are designated on a first- 
come, first-served basis. Whitley may be 
contacted by writing 527 North Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5700, via e-mail 
at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org, or by phone 
at (225) 346-1646. 


Petitions Committee sets May 26th deadline 


Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any elected group of a local 
church or District, is eligible to petition the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

To send petitions to present to the 
Louisiana Conference, use the form found 
in the Pre-Conference Report, and send 
completed form to Rev. Bemadine 
Johnson, Petitions Committee chair, at 
johns.bem@gmail.com or mail to Rev. 
Johnson at 12500 Old Hammond Hwy, 
Apt. E5, Baton Rouge, LA 70816-1090 by 
no later than May 26, 2013. 

Conference Rules Article I: General 
Rules for the Conference, Section G 
Committee on Petitions states that any 

Media deadline 
set for May 20th 

The deadline for getting all 
media or other information to 
be presented on the screens 
during the 2013 La. Annual 
Conference is May 20, 2013. 

All information must be sent to: 

Rhonda Whitley, 

La. Conference Area Offices, 

527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 

LA 70802, by May 20. 


Petition proposed by an individual member 
or a duly elected body of the local church 
or a district shall first be presented to the 
Committee on Petitions no later than seven 
(7) days prior to the opening session of the 
Annual Conference. The committee shall 
meet to review all petitions presented to it 
and assign them to the proper body for 
consideration by such body when it meets 
on the opening day of the Annual 
Conference. Each body to which a petition 
is thus assigned shall make recommenda¬ 
tion for concurrence or non-concurrence 
therewith when it makes its report to the 
Conference. 


Pre-conference 
report will be 
available online 

All clergy and lay members 
attending Annual Conference 
are encouraged to download 
their copy of the 2013 Pre-con¬ 
ference Report from the confer¬ 
ence website. The report will 
be available after April 12. 

The website address is www.la- 
umc.org 
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Proposed constitutional amendments for approval at annual conference 


The United Methodist Church voted for 
the following constitutional amendments at 
the 2012 General Conference which will be 
presented at annual conferences for 
approval: 

(If 6) The proposed amendment 
acknowledges God’s action in conferring 
the gift of the Church by including praying 
for unity among the tasks of the Church. 

(If 14) The proposed amendment would 
allow the General Conference to meet at 
other times during the calendar year on 
dates better suited for younger delegates 
and those with parenting responsibilities. 

(If 32) The proposed amendment 
removes the connotation that leadership 
training is only about preaching in order to 
develop skills and enhance the spiritual 
gifts of the laity. 

(If 40) The proposed amendment gives 
the power of boundary decisions to juris¬ 
dictional and central conferences, bodies 
that include lay persons. 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment I 

On April 30, 2012, at a session of the 
General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida, 
the following Constitutional Amendment 
was adopted by a recorded vote of 865 Yes, 
50 No (Calendar Item 211, DCAp. 2340). 

It is now presented to the Annual 
Conferences for vote. 

In the 2008 Book of Discipline, 

Division One, If 6, Article VI, (2012 Book 
of Discipline, Division One, If 6, Article 
VI)) amend by addition as follows: 

After “it will” add “pray.” 

If voted and so declared by the Council 
of Bishops, Tf 6 (Tf 6) would read: 

Ecumenical Relations—As part of the 
church universal, The United Methodist 
Church believes that the Lord of the church 
is calling Christians everywhere to strive 
toward unity; and therefore it will pray, 
seek, and work for unity at all levels of 
church life: through world relationships 
with other Methodist churches and united 


churches related to The Methodist Church 
or The Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, through councils of churches, and 
through plans of union and covenantal rela¬ 
tionships with churches of Methodist or 
other denominational traditions. 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment II 

On May 1, 2012, at a session of the 
General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida, 
the following Constitutional Amendment 
was adopted by a recorded vote of 731 Yes, 
181 No (Calendar Item 205, DCAp. 2430). 
It is now presented to the Annual 
Conferences for vote. 

In the 2008 Book of Discipline, 

Division Two, Section II, If 14, Article II, 
(2012 Book of Discipline, Division Two, 
Section II, ^f 14, Article II)) amend by dele¬ 
tion and addition as follows: 

After “shall meet” delete “in the month 
of April or May” and after “duly authorized 
committees.” add a new sentence, “The 
change in the preceding sentence shall 
become effective at the close of General 
Conference in 2016.” 

If voted and so declared by the Council 
of Bishops, Tf 14 (| 14) would read: 

The General Conference shall meet 
once in four years at such time and in such 
place as shall be determined by the General 
Conference or by its duly authorized com¬ 
mittees. The change in the preceding sen¬ 
tence shall become effective at the close of 
General Conference in 2016. 

A special session of the General 
Conference, possessing the authority and 
exercising all the powers of the General 
Conference, may be called by the Council 
of Bishops, or in such other manner as the 
General Conference may from time to time 
prescribe, to meet at such time and in such 
place as may be stated in the call. Such 
special session of the General Conference 
shall be composed of the delegates to the 
preceding General Conference or their law¬ 
ful successors, except that when a particu¬ 
lar annual conference or missionary confer¬ 


ence shall prefer to have a new election it 
may do so. The purpose of such special 
session shall be stated in the call, and only 
such business shall be transacted as is in 
harmony with the purpose stated in such 
call unless the General Conference by a 
two-thirds vote shall determine that other 
business may be transacted. 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment - 
III 

On May 3, 2012, at a session of the 
General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida, 
the following Constitutional Amendment 
was adopted by a recorded vote of 618 Yes, 
306 No (Calendar Item 54, DCA pp. 2672- 
73). It is now presented to the Annual 
Conferences for vote. 

In the 2008 Book of Discipline, 

Division Two, Section VI, U 32, Article I, 
(2012 Book of Discipline, Division Two, 
Section VI, Tf 32, Article I) amend by dele¬ 
tion and addition as follows: 

After “director of Lay” delete 
“Speaking” and add “Servant”. 

If voted and so declared by the Council 
of Bishops, Tf 32 32) would read: 

The annual conference shall be com¬ 
posed of clergy and lay members. The cler¬ 
gy membership shall consist of deacons 
and elders in hill connection, provisional 
members, associate members, and local 
pastors under appointment. The lay mem¬ 
bership shall consist of professing lay 
members elected by each charge, the dia- 
conal ministers, the active deaconesses, and 
home missioners under episcopal appoint¬ 
ment within the bounds of the annual con¬ 
ference, the conference president of United 
Methodist Women, the conference presi¬ 
dent of United Methodist Men, the confer¬ 
ence lay leader, district lay leaders, the con¬ 
ference director of Lay Servant Ministries, 
conference secretary of Global Ministries 
(if lay), the president or equivalent officer 
of the conference young adult organization, 
the president of the conference youth 
organization, the chair of the annual confer¬ 


ence college student organization, and one 
young person between the ages of twelve 
(12) and seventeen (17) and one young per¬ 
son between the ages of eighteen (18) and 
thirty (30) from each district to be selected 
in such a manner as may be determined by 
the annual conference. In the annual con¬ 
ferences of the central conferences, the 
four-year participation and the two-year 
membership requirements may be waived 
by the annual conference for young persons 
under thirty (30) years of age. Such persons 
must be professing members of The United 
Methodist Church and active participants at 
the time of election. Each charge served by 
more than one clergy shall be entitled to as 
many lay members as there are clergy 
members. The lay members shall have 
been for the two years next preceding their 
election members of The United Methodist 
Church and shall have been active partici¬ 
pants in The United Methodist Church for 
at least four years next preceding their elec¬ 
tion. If the lay membership should number 
less than the clergy members of the annual 
conference, the annual conference shall, by 
its own formula, provide for the election of 
additional lay members to equalize lay and 
clergy membership of the annual confer¬ 
ence. 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment - 
IV 

On May 1, 2012, at a session of the 
General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida, 
the following Constitutional Amendment 
was adopted by a recorded vote of 848 Yes, 
57 No (Calendar Item 207, DCAp. 2431). 
It is now presented to the Annual 
Conferences for vote. 

In the 2008 Book of Discipline, 

Division Two, Section VII, U 40, Article I, 
(2012 Book of Discipline, Division Two, 
Section VII, If 40, Article I) amend by dele¬ 
tion and addition, as follows: 

Delete the first two words, “Changes in” 

See Amendments, page i 


Conference awards deadlines announced 


Every year, the La. Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women (COSROW) 
recognizes a woman in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference who has made contri¬ 
butions as a caring Christian to her congre¬ 
gation and community in the spirit of 
Sojourner Truth, who broke barriers for 
many in the area of justice and compas¬ 
sion. 

The Sojourner Truth Award, presented 
during the COSROW luncheon at Annual 
Conference, recognizes a woman who 
exemplifies great faith in the power of 
God; demonstrates courageous and bold 
action; speaks to diminish gender and eth¬ 
nic inequality; and gives her time to work 
outside of her professional duties and 
responsibilities. 

To make a nomination, send a letter 
describing the candidate that embodies this 
list of qualifications and accomplishments 
to Carolyn Fletcher at revfletch@att.net 
and put Sojourner Truth Award in the sub¬ 
ject line. Nominations will be accepted 
until April 13. 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
accepting nominations for The Harry 
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy, 

Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman 
Evangelism Award recognizes a person 
whose life and ministry exemplifies the 
teaching of Christ and the Great 
Commission. To learn more about the 
award or to download nomination forms 
visit our website at www.evangelize.org. 
The Louisiana Annual Conference United 
Methodist Merit Scholarships for $1,000 
each are available to undergraduate stu¬ 
dents who will be attending Centenary, 
Dillard or another United Methodist related 
college or university in the fall of 2032. 
Applicants should demonstrate academic 
excellence, church participation, financial 
need, vocational preparation or other perti¬ 
nent criteria. Applications must be post¬ 
marked no later than April 18, 2013 and 
winners will be announced by May 15, 
2013. Contact karlsklaus@yahoo.com for 
the Merit Scholarship Application. 


Clergy Transition Seminar 
May 4, 2013 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

Manna for the Journey: For what are you hungry? 

What are your questions for the journey? 

What conversations would be helpful? 

Planned activities designed to assist clergy and families in transition 

Registration: 9 - 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch: 12 noon 
Event ending: 3:30 p.m. 

$45 per household 

We ask that the church where you are currently serving pay the reg¬ 
istration fee, not the church you are moving to. 

Clergy and their spouses are invited, 
if desired, children ages three and up may also attend. 

Please register by April 29! 

RSVP to Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286 at linda- 

gregg@la-umc. org 

For more information contact Linda Gregg, your District 
Superintendent, or W. Craig Gilliam at 
wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or (504) 250-4046. 
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Bishop Harvey to 
speak at 

Exploration 2013 


Registration is open for Exploration 
scheduled for Nov. 15-17,2013 in Denver, 
Colo., an event for young adults age 18-26 
to hear, discern, and respond to God’s call 
to ordained ministry in The United 
Methodist Church. Featured speakers will 
include Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey and 
the Rev. Jorge Acevedo. 

Bishop Fierro Harvey, episcopal leader 
for the Fouisiana Annual Conference, is 
the former deputy general secretary for the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). 

Acevedo, who will preach during open¬ 
ing worship, is the lead pastor at Grace 
Church , a multi-site, United Methodist 
congregation in Southwest Florida. 

“If you think God might be calling you 
to ordained ministry, if you wondered what 
ordained ministry in the UMC looks like, 
or you want to be with other people who 
are sifting through these issues as well, this 
gathering is for you,” said the Rev. Trip 
Fowery, the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry’s Director of 
Young Adult Ministry Discernment and 
Enlistment. 

To learn more, to register, or to apply to 
be a blogger or speaker, visit 
www.explorecalling.org 

or www.gbhem.org/exploration. 

Amendments, from page 7 

and following “episcopal areas” delete 
“may be effected” and add “shall be deter¬ 
mined” and after “and the central confer¬ 
ences” add “The authority of jurisdictional 
and central conferences provided herein is 
not circumscribed or limited by the author¬ 
ity provided to the College of Bishops to 
arrange a plan of episcopal supervision.” 

If voted and so declared by the Council 
of Bishops, If 40 40) would read: 

The number, names, and boundaries of 
the annual conferences and episcopal areas 
shall be determined by the jurisdictional 
conferences in the United States of 
America and by the central conferences 
outside the United States of America 
according to the provisions under the 
respective powers and pursuant to the 
respective structures of the jurisdictional 
and the central conferences. The authority 
of jurisdictional and central conferences 
provided herein is not circumscribed or 
limited by the authority provided to the 
College of Bishops to arrange a plan of 
episcopal supervision. 


Christian Community Development conference coming to NOLA 



The Christian 
Community 
Development 
Association will hold 
its 25th annual national 
conference Sept. 11-14 
at the Hyatt Regency, 

601 Foyola Ave., in 
New Orleans. 

The event, especial¬ 
ly helpful to local 
churches in urban set¬ 
tings and transitioning 
communities, offers 
practical training for 
creative and missional 
expressions of the 
church. 

Workshop tracks 
include: New 
Neighbors; Education- 
Disparities, 

Alternatives, Assets 
and Programs; 

Collaboration, 

Partnership and Reconciliation; Families 
and Soul Care; Transforming Fives with 
Art and Technology; Youth and Children; 
Feadership Development; Housing; and 


Health and the Environment. 

Find out more about the conference by 
visiting http://www.ccda.org/gather/nation- 
al-conferences/2013-new-orleans 

A brief video about CCDA and its mis¬ 


sion can be found at 
http://youtu.be/7Rl TK_YDGf8 



(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 


After Life. 


With planned giving, you can be sure 
the possessions God has entrusted to you 
now are invested in ways consistent with 
your values after you’re gone. 


Give Life. 


Give life to others and the church by 
creating a plan through any of these gift 
vehicles: 

• bequest in your will 

• charitable gift annuity 

• charitable remainder trust 

• life insurance policy 

• life estate 


Contact us to find out how 
you can give life after life. 
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Save the Date! 

Early Response 
Team training 
Aug. 3 

8:30 am-5:30 pm 
First UMC 
Denham Springs 



CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 
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LAVIM team to travel and work in Cuba in October 2013 


A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
will be working and sharing the Good 
News on the island of Cuba Oct. 14-25, 
2013. Twelve team members are ready to 
serve Christ and the Christian Methodists 
in Cuba in whatever capacity that is need¬ 
ed. 

The team will likely be serving a local 
church that needs help with construction on 
the church building and/or the parsonage. 


The Bishop and Cabinet of the Methodist 
Church in Cuba consider the churches that 
have the greatest need, and assign teams to 
those locations. In recent years, our 
LAVIM teams have worked and ministered 
at La Iglesia de Boca de Camarioca on the 
north shore, the Seminario Evangelico 
Metodista (the new Methodist seminary) in 
Havana, Juan Wesley Iglesia Metodista in 
Baguano, Holguin and San Marcos Iglesia 


Metodista in Camaguey. 

During these missions, teams worked 
side by side with church members in con¬ 
struction, worship and outreach. “We all 
draw closer to Jesus Christ and one other 
as we proclaim God’s love and grace,” said 
Rev. Mark Martin, team leader. 

The October LAVIM mission team is 
full, but please listen for God’s call to serve 
others in Cuba in October of 2014! 


Cambodia Connection 



LAVIM teams serve on ‘other side of the world’ 


BY JUDY FOUST & ANN SUTTON 

On the other side of the world, a 
country once marked by civil war, human 
atrocities and great poverty is hurrying to 
catch up with the 21st century. In the 
midst of great economic growth, it has 
been a place of spiritual awakening. The 
missionaries of global Methodism have 
invested in the Kingdom of God and the 
humanity of Cambodia. The Louisiana 
Annual Conference has had the privilege 
of supporting and participating in this 


work of resurrection. 

The first VIM delegations from 
Louisiana joined in Bible Study for 
Methodist pastors and the formation of 
the early mission church. Returning 
teams over the years have worked with 
the in-country missionaries to bring VBS, 
water filtration units and medical clinics 
to churches in villages throughout the 
country. Other teams have built sanctuar¬ 
ies, parsonages and dormitories and 
helped with the first Annual Conference 
of the combined Methodist presences in 


Cambodia. Support from Louisiana has 
gone to help ministries to provide servic¬ 
es for street children, training for young 
men as diesel mechanics, rescue for 
young women from the sex trade and 
pastoral education for native 
Cambodians. 

Most recently a LAVIM team spon¬ 
sored by First UMC, Baton Rouge 
returned from a February mission to the 
Samrath area. Through a long-term com- 

See Cambodia, page 5 
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On the Journey 


In years past, the call was for 
persons to become full-time mis¬ 
sionaries. The world was trans¬ 
formed by those who responded to 
the call and who left everything in 
order to follow where they were 
sent in the name of Christ. We 
thank God for these saints of the 
Church. We are grateful that there 
are still those who are responding 
to the call to become full-time mis¬ 
sionaries throughout the world. 
There is still such a need. 

In recent years, our world has 
become a global village. We no 
longer have to become full-time 
missionaries in order to share the 
love of God in far-away places. 
Due to our travel options, we now 
are able to make a short-term mis¬ 
sion to anywhere in the world. 

Lay and clergy members alike are 
able to share the love of God in 


Go into all 

Cambodia, 

Russia, Cuba, 

Haiti and a 
myriad of 
other places 
throughout the 
world—and 
here in the 
United States- 
-while still 
continuing 
their “normal life’s calling.” Just 
ask the thousands of Louisiana 
United Methodist folks who have 
done just that! 

I am certain that they will tell 
you of their own life changing 
experiences due to Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission (LAVIM). 
They will tell you about some 
project that they accomplished dur¬ 
ing the trip. Perhaps they built a 
church, or repaired a home, or 


the world! 

taught during a Vacation Bible 
School, or worked in a clinic or an 
orphanage, or led a youth camp, or 
lead in worship. These are only a 
few of the many projects that vol¬ 
unteers have participated in 
throughout the world. 

The main story they will share 
with you is about the people they 
met and the blessings they 
received from those they went to 
help. You see, the project is only 
the vehicle to sharing God’s love 
and amazing grace. 

LAVIM is alive and is continu¬ 
ing. As you can see in this edition 
of the Louisiana Now!, there are 
many varied VIM options avail¬ 
able to you in the future. There are 
trained team leaders who have 
experience in leading previous 
teams. There are United Methodist 
missions and full-time missionaries 


throughout the world waiting for 
help on needed projects. There are 
people in need who are looking for 
your help. These same people are 
waiting for you to respond in 
Christian love and charity as the 
hands and heart of God. 

I invite you to become a 
LAVIM short-term “missionary.” I 
cannot promise that it will be easy, 
or that you won’t have some aches 
and pains. There may be a few 
travel delays along the way as 
well. These sometime come with 
the territory. But I feel confident 
in saying that God will shower 
blessings on you as you become a 
servant of Christ while serving 
your brothers and sisters you have 
yet to meet. 

I can hardly wait to read about 
your LAVIM witness next year. It 
will be awesome! 



Rev. Don Cottrill 


And are we yet alive? The future of LAVIM - We are alive and well 


BY DIANE REICH 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
(LAVIM) is alive and well, but it is differ¬ 
ent. At the 2012 Annual Conference, based 
on recommendations from the Strategic 
Vitality Task Force and the Conference 
CFA, delegates voted to slash benevolence 
funding for LAVIM. The cut was one of 
many such reductions in conference pro¬ 
gram budgets. The reduction necessitates 
the elimination of the Conference LAVIM 
Office at the end of June 2013. To ensure 
that missions will continue, a group com¬ 
posed of select VIM Advisory Committee 
members, Strategic Vision Transition Task 
Force members, and experienced mission 
team leaders explored alternative ways to 
move this vital ministry back to local 
churches and volunteers. The group exam¬ 
ined the purposes and functions of LAVIM 
and proposed a working model for the 
future. The LAVIM Advisory Committee 
endorsed the proposal in March. Now it 
depends on Louisiana United Methodists to 
carry it forward. 

The structure of the new LAVIM will 
continue to evolve as we determine what 
works best and who is participating. Our 
primary purpose, as endorsed by the vari¬ 
ous committees, is first and foremost to 
maintain and expand the mission outreach 
of the Louisiana United Methodist Church. 
We will facilitate this by equipping leaders 
and participants through training in best 
practices and Safe Sanctuary. We will pro¬ 
vide resources to link team leaders with 


missionaries and mission projects, as well 
as others on conference, jurisdictional and 
national levels. We hope to maintain a 
master list of all Conference mission teams, 
both VIM and non-VIM, that will enable 
interested volunteers to connect with team 
leaders and will promote communication 
with the Bishop’s office. 

A LAVIM Leadership Team composed 
of volunteers representing various aspects 
of missions, including geographical and 
functional components, will carry out these 
goals. We have begun compiling a data¬ 
base of individuals and churches with inter¬ 
est and/or experience in specific mission 
areas, both domestic and international. We 
will present opportunities for like-minded 
people to gather and coordinate their 
efforts. One person from each area will 
represent their interest on the Leadership 
Team. The functional members of the team 
will include a coordinator, a co-coordinator, 
a treasurer, a secretary, and members who 
will organize training, scheduling and com¬ 
munications. This team will meet quarterly 
to support these mission efforts. 

Another component of LAVIM will be a 
Speaker’s Bureau that will connect mis¬ 
sioned with stories to tell and the churches 
or groups who wish to hear them. In addi¬ 
tion, we are working on a partnership with 
the Epworth Project in Slidell to help coor¬ 
dinate domestic mission projects. 

Key to all these efforts will be a new 
and improved website where interested vol¬ 
unteers will be able to peruse mission 


opportunities. Team leaders will be able to 
recruit people and resources. Links to team 
blogs will keep the mission teams connect¬ 
ed to people at home and will tell the mis¬ 
sion stories as they unfold. Tools for team 
leaders such as legal forms and insurance 
information will be downloadable from the 
site. 

All of these are ingredients in our vision 
of the new LAVIM. The potential is 
tremendous, but will only be accomplished 


with volunteers, individuals, groups and 
churches working together. Volunteers are 
needed for everything from taking notes at 
meetings or hosting a local training event 
to leading a mission team to the other side 
of the world. Join the effort to be in mis¬ 
sion with Christ to our brothers and sisters 
both near and far. Please contact Ben 
McGehee at benmcgehee@gmail.com or 
(318) 649-2173 to volunteer or for more 
information. 


Louisiana Conferenced^^/ 
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From the Director of Louisiana Volunteers in Mission: Larry Norman 


Almost any good thing begins with a 
specific encounter or pathway with some¬ 
thing that feels right, perhaps “holy” or 
transcendent: a place, an emotion, an 
image, music, a program, a ministry, an 
idea that suddenly gives you access to 
God’s bigger world; a pathway to greater 
service and even more and greater encoun¬ 
ters with the holy. The natural and univer¬ 
sal response is to idealize that way, that 
experience, that pathway of doing it. It 
becomes sacred for you . . . natural. 

The only mistake is that some will con¬ 
clude that this is the best way, the superior 
way, and the “only” way for everybody. It 
is a common response because what is 
familiar makes us comfortable and safe, 
and “it’s the way we have always done it.” 

We have had a good run for the past 15 
years with Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
(LAVIM) as part of the conference staff. 
Thousands have braved what was, to them, 
a new world of hands-on mission. 

Through conference media, we have 


told hun¬ 
dreds of 
stories of 
new 
visions, 
expanded 
horizons, 
and new 
callings to 
next steps 
in Christ’s 
service. 

Epiphanies 
have led to 
ordina¬ 
tions, pro¬ 
fessional 
missionary 
service, 

and the beginnings of new ministries 
around the world. Suddenly, a larger world 
became more intimate when volunteers “on 
fire” for God found that in mission service, 
they have jumped out of the hying pan into 


overwhelm¬ 
ing flames 
of faith in 
the new 
experiences 
of service 
and worship 
of others 
around the 
world. 

Diane 
Reich and 
the mem¬ 
bers of the 
Louisiana 
Volunteers 
in Mission 
Advisory 
Committee 
have been working hard to set the structure 
for stimulating ongoing mission zeal for 
our individuals and churches. Some of it 
still to be discovered, all of it aimed at cre¬ 
ating a stronger and even more expanded 


hands-on mission service for this confer¬ 
ence. Please read Diane’s letter regarding 
the new outline of the LAVIM for 
Louisiana. Although LAVIM will no longer 
be a conference office administrated min¬ 
istry, we greet with excitement the greater 
role of Louisiana’s churches and mission 
leaders to carry on the work of mission 
volunteers around the world. There will be 
more to do, more details to cover, but more 
challenge, more learning, stronger service 
and volunteers—a greater encounter with 
the holy. 

It has been my pleasure to “encounter 
the holy” every day from this office on the 
third floor at 527 North Boulevard and in 
my travels and relationships with mission¬ 
aries and volunteers around the world, to 
see you grow and mature in your mission 
service, to hear your stories, to mark with 
you the stones where life has taken a new 
turn or you realized the turn was made long 
ago. But our mission work is not over!! 

Larry Norman, Director LAVIM 



McNeese Wesley Foundation spends spring break building in the Bahamas 


BY REV. ANGELA BULHOF 

The McNeese Wesley Foundation 
served a week at Bahamas Methodist 
Habitat during spring break, March 24-30. 
The team of 10 was led by Lindsey 
Sirman, a junior at McNeese, to Camp 
Symonette in James Cistern on the family 
island of Eleuthera. 

Bahamas Methodist Habitat (BMH) is a 
disaster relief and emergency home repair 
outreach ministry of the Bahamas 
Conference of the Methodist Church 
through which volunteers work together to 
repair and build homes for low-income 
families in the Bahamas. Their goal is to 
improve the living conditions and lifestyle 
for families in need in the Bahamas, while 
offering transforming experiences for vol¬ 
unteers and homeowners by sharing and 
receiving the love of Christ. 

The team was able to work on five dif¬ 
ferent houses in Hatchet Bay, spending the 
week replacing shingles and plywood on 
roofs. The first house they worked on was 
next to a school, and it was such a blessing 
to visit and play with the children there! 


When explaining to people that we were 
going on a mission to the Bahamas, it was 
often hard for them to understand that, yes, 
we will be surrounded by paradise— but in 
the midst of it all, is poverty. Meanwhile, 
the community says “Island time is Gods 
time,” which was such a beautiful thing to 
see because they weren’t worried about 
material things—just about loving God and 
others. 

BMH recently started an after school 
program for the children in James Cistern. 
A few members from the team were able to 
leave the worksite early to help with an 
Easter egg hunt planned for those children 
and then helped then with homework. The 
Wesley group delivered “pillow-case” 
dresses made by generous ladies that were 
donated to BMH and shared with some of 
the girls on the island. 

Abraham McIntyre, the director of 
BMH, shared a story of how his first expe¬ 
rience with Bahamas Methodist Habitat 
was also through his Wesley Foundation. 
Although the group received praise for 
their efforts, the director of BMH at the 



time reminded them that everything they 
built would likely fall down after the next 
hurricane struck the island. “After we heard 
that, it all clicked. Yes, were repairing these 
houses for those who needed it. But it’s not 
just about that... it’s how we grow from this 
experience after becoming the hands and 
feet of Jesus. It’s the relationships we gain 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ! As 


the saying goes, ‘Don’t focus so much on 
the task, but remember the purpose’.” 

The loving, caring, giving and servant 
hearts of Bahamian people revealed Christ 
to us; whether it was through a simple 
wave while passing by, a smile, a warm 
hug or a cheerful laugh. We were blessed to 
be a blessing.” 


Students from McNeese Wesley Foundation provide medical services in Rio Bravo, Mexico 


McNeese Wesley Foundation contin¬ 
ued their ongoing support of LAVIM 
sending a team to Rio Bravo, Mexico in 
December of 2012. Serving the ministries 
of Manos Juntas, Rev. Angela Bulhof and 
McNeese nursing student Katrina Ward 
led 12 team members across the border to 
provide medical clinics in remote areas of 
Tamulipas innorth-east Mexico 

The group returned to Manos Juntas 
within 11 months of their last mission, 
Rev. Bulhof explained: “Last summer, our 
own Michael McFarlain (Wesley 
Foundation student intern and 2012 
McNeese College of Nursing graduate) 
accepted United Methodist missionary 
Willie Berman’s invitation to be an 
Individual Mission Volunteer with Manos 


Juntas. We were so excited for him! What 
a blessing it was to see the relationships 
God had knit together in just a few short 
months.” 

A team including five McNeese 
College of Nursing students and graduates 
was assembled to serve Vamos Tamulipas, 
a marginal colonia on the outskirts of Rio 
Bravo. The Methodist Church of Mexico 
has built a community center used for pro¬ 
viding the area with a preschool, vocation¬ 
al training and monthly medical clinics for 
residents. With the help of a Mexican doc¬ 
tor, lab technician and translators (includ¬ 
ing Ecuadorian team member, Tatiana 
Estrada), the team provided triage and 
pharmacy services for about 175 patients 
over a two-day period. 


Rev. Bulhof and team member 
Amanda Casnave interviewed on-camera 
Julian Otero, director of Manos Juntas. 
Otero assisted with the filming of a wind¬ 
shield survey for Casnave’s College of 
Nursing Community Health Class. The 
trio spoke with Doctora Marisol and com¬ 
munity residents about their lives, their 
dreams and their needs. 

After visiting with residents of the 
inpoverished area, Casnave felt a strong 
call to lead another team of her fellow 
nursing students back to Tamulipas in 
August of 2012. “We get so caught up in 
traditions of the way we were raised and 
how we plan for things to work out that 
we fail to pay attention to the lessons God 
has for us. I will never forget the little 


lady with the six kids whose husband beat 
her and had a drinking problem.” 

In February, Casnave’s Community 
Health class developed a series of posters 
and teaching tools to help the residents of 
Vamos Tamulipas learn about basic 
hygiene, wound care, alcoholism, garden¬ 
ing, housekeeping, recreation, domestic 
abuse and common illnesses. They also 
collected donations from Lake Charles 
area businesses for the Vamos Tamulipas 
Community Center. The items included 
portable soccer goals and hundreds of soc¬ 
cer jerseys, and a new laptop and projec¬ 
tor for health education. Casnave’s team, 
including several of her classmates, will 
deliver these items and volunteer for 
another two-day clinic Aug. 1-4, 2013. 
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India LAVIM missions in February 2013 gave medical 


A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
was welcomed at the Wame Baby Fold in 
Bareilly, India this past February. Smiling 
children presented flower leis to the group, 
led by Judy Barbay. Team members includ¬ 
ed John and Pam Toney, Carlos and Saroj 
Welch, LeRoy Clavenna, Guy Johnson and 
Winnie Aguzin-Gibbs. 

The team, with the assistance of profes¬ 
sional painters and seven students from 
North India Theological College, painted 
the buildings of the Clara Swain Medical 
Clinic in the village of Faridpur. 

After seeing the joy and fun the group 
was having, the team bus driver (a Hindu) 
and his Muslim assistant helped paint also. 
With such a team, all eight buildings of the 
Clara Swain Medical Clinic were painted. 
With project funds provided by the team 
members, other improvements were made 
to the clinic including the waterproofing of 
three leaking roofs, the interior remodeling 
of two of the buildings to create a men’s 


ward and a living quarters for the clinic’s 
driver, the building of two retaining walls, 
and major cleanup of the clinic’s grounds. 

In addition, a LAVIM medical team led 
by Beverly Dinnel stayed in the Wame 
Baby Fold in February. All of the children, 
staff and any family members were invited 
to a medical and dental clinic held at the 
Baby Fold. Team members included 
Sharon Bengston, Stephanie Catoe, Joyce 
Clavena, Kinsey Dinnel, Hope Gambel, 
Suzanne Jones, James Jones, Vickie Lacy, 
John Lacy, Kimberly Moore and Jerrice 
Prince. 

The next several clinics were held in 
school buildings in mral villages surround¬ 
ing Faridpur. While some schools closed 
for the day, one school pulled out mats for 
the students to continue class in the school 
yard. Several team members were recmited 
for English and geography lessons. The 
clinics offered general medical, eye exams, 
women and children services, lab services 


and a dental clinic. Several hundred 
patients were seen each day with a variety 
of issues. 

Many patients looked much older than 
their age due to a life full of long hours of 
physical labor outdoors. They never com¬ 
plained about waiting in line in the hot sun 
or cold, windy rain. Just when the team 
began to get weary, one of the villagers or 
mission staff would show up with chai and 
snacks. 

Constmction team members also held a 
Vacation Bible School for the children of 
the Wame Baby Fold. Guy Johnson put 
together a great curriculum which included 
a puppet show. Joining the LAVIM volun¬ 
teers, the team bus driver and his assistant 
were swept up in the enthusiasm and 
helped with all of the VBS activities with 
the children. 

Added blessings were in store for the 
constmction team in the kind and loving 
acts of the Indian people and children in 


construction aid 

caring for Guy during his recuperation 
from a fall. When the group went on tour 
to see the Taj Mahal, they joined up with 
the LAVIM medical team which would be 
providing medical camps the following 
week at the Clara Swain Medical Clinic. 

As usual, Carlos and Saroj Welch were 
invaluable in aiding the team with inter¬ 
preting and with understanding and dealing 
with cultural differences. “Mission in India 
is always a rich experience. Everywhere 
during the mission, the group met the face 
of Christ in the people they worked with 
and those they encountered. God was there 
and took care of us and ensured a success¬ 
ful mission. We tmly experienced the mira¬ 
cle of mission,” said team leader, Judy 
Barbay. 

A team is planning to return to India 
Dec. 26, 2014. Consider joining the team, 
and find out more by contacting Judy 
Barbay at (225) 939-1623 or barbayj@hot- 
mail.com . 




A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission medical team traveled to India in February and March and offered eight days of medical camps to the Faridpur area including two 
days at the Clara Swain Faridpur Clinic. The team also staged a medical clinic at the Warne Baby Fold, a favorite destination for LAVIM teams for over eight years. 
While there, the team discovered that many of the children had dental problems that needed immediate attention as well as instruction in dental hygiene. Dr. Subodh 
Phillips, a local dentist who worked with the team in all the clinics, offered the services of his dental clinic to do the work needed among the eight plus children as a 
gift. The team donated the funds to buy the materials needed and most of the work has already been completed by Dr. Phillips and his staff. 

A letter from Lillian Wallace, a GBGM missionary working in India 


Dear friends in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, 

I am Lillian Wallace, an active mission¬ 
ary of the General Board of Global 
Ministries from May 1956 to December 31, 
1995.1 have continued to serve in India as 
a deaconess of the Methodist Church, mak¬ 
ing this a 57-year relationship with my 
wonderful friends in India as of July 13. 

I want to thank you for the amazing 
mission work you and your conference 
have been doing through the hundreds of 
Volunteers In Mission teams sent out all 
over the world for years, helping people in 
need. 

It was only in 2006 that I realized the 
tremendous value of the United Methodist 
Church Volunteers in Mission program, and 
when LAVIM teams started coming to 
India. The volunteers came and gave their 
time and their financial resources to make a 
difference. This way of sharing is very 
important in India, where the culture is to 


give or receive money and pay to have 
OTHERS do the work we ourselves can 
do. 

We have found that when our people 
start working side by side with the VIM 
team members, they 

discovered that doing for themselves 
brings joy and happiness to the work. The 
example of the teams, giving of them¬ 
selves, has brought to life the value and 
beauty of our Lord’s call to Christian 
Service — to go in to all the world and 
preach the Gospel. 

On behalf of our institutions where the 
teams have worked and where I have been 
personally involved, I want to volunteers 
for the wonderful support we have been 
receiving from your LAVIM office and 
program over the past eight years. I only 
wish you could see personally the transfor¬ 
mation which has happened in every place 
your people worked and come to know the 
people. 

It all started in 2006 with a team of 19 


people who came for a six-day series of 
medical camps. Nearly 5,000 men, women 
and children in six different villages were 
served. 

When in the Bareilly area, the teams 
have stayed in our Wame Baby Fold 
orphanage. They also conducted VBS with 
children coming from the Baby Fold and 
our seven Methodist churches. The Sunday 
School teachers also attended, helped and 
picked up new ways of conducting VBS. 

In 2007, a team cemented a multipur¬ 
pose area in the center of the new Baby 
Fold building. Volunteers from seven 
Methodist churches joined in to work with 
the team. Working with the teams has been 
a wonderful experience for our people 
because they are not accustomed to doing 
physical work outside their own home. Our 
seminary students have helped ith several 
teams and they are learning the value of 
working together. LAVIM team members 
provided funding for an $8,000 backup 
generator to be installed so that fans could 


be provided for the children on hot nights 
when local power sources fail (which is 
almost every night). 

In 2008, a LAVIM team renovated 
the Clara Swain Hospital Bum Unit and 
painted the outside of the four buildings 
surrounding the center quadrangle, trans¬ 
forming its appearance. While staying at 
the Baby Fold, the team members decided 
to raise funds for the building of a chapel. 

In 2008 - 2009, the Wesley Foundation 
at McNeese State University brought a 
team of wonderful, energetic students who 
worked in the Baby Fold and at the Sat Tal 
Christian Ashram. 

In 2009, a team worked on the chapel, 
painting much of the building. 

In 2010, a LAVIM team worked at the 
Sat Tal Christian Ashram, renovating an 
old building which would provide addition¬ 
al accommodations for the increasing num¬ 
ber of people using the facility. 

See Lillian Wallace, page 8 
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Cambodia, from page 1 

mitment, a well, a church and a dormitory 
for high school students have been con¬ 
structed. This team began the construction 
of a second dormitory, provided medical 
care and VBS for children, and leadership 
training with pastors and lay leadership. 
The highlight of this mission was the 


ministry to children. The week began with 
23 and ended with nearly 80 children. In 
anticipation of the closing program, partici¬ 
pants had a shampoo, fingernails trimmed 
and were provided with new clothes. Each 
child received a certificate and a picture of 
his or her ’’makeover." A nurse on the team 
was able to offer daily wound care, antibi¬ 
otics and prayer to a young girl with a 
severe infection on her ankle. Eshter 


Gitobu, the in-country missionary, reported 
that she found the child completely healed 
during a follow-up visit to the village. 

Three missions are scheduled to contin¬ 
ue the work in Cambodia. A youth VIM 
team, based out of St. Timothy’s UMC in 
Mandeville, will be in Cambodia July 17- 
30, 2013 for another rousing youth retreat. 
First UMC, Baton Rouge, will field another 
team in March of 2014 to continue their 


work in the Samrath. A medical team based 
out of First UMC, Benton will go Nov. 21 - 
28 to work with local churches and health 
officials on basic health care. 

Our long term relationship with 
Cambodia has allowed us the privilege of 
seeing God’s work in this “country of chil¬ 
dren.” The work continues and your 
prayers, support and presence make a dif¬ 
ference. 


Cambodian youth will “put on the full armor of God” at national camp 


Have you ever imagined what the early 
days of the church were like? Those excit¬ 
ing, energetic, spirit-filled churches as 
described in the book of Acts are visible 
today in Cambodia. 

Although Cambodia is 96 percent 
Buddhist, the Methodist Church is vibrant 
and growing rapidly. In 1989, there were 
three Methodist churches; today there are 
over 154 congregations, plus additional 
meeting points. Due to war, poverty and 
disease, the vast majority of church mem¬ 
bers and Cambodians at large are under the 
age of 30. One of the main objectives of 
the Cambodia Mission Initiative is to 
empower Christian youth—who represent 
the first generation of Christians in 
Cambodia—through employment, leader¬ 
ship and Bible study. 

To further this objective, Louisiana 


United Methodists helped facilitate the first 
national Methodist Youth Camp in 2008. 
Over 200 Cambodian youth from churches 
across the country gathered for a week of 
worship, Bible study, small group sessions, 
fellowship and lots of fun. The event was 
so successful that the Cambodian 
Methodist Youth Committee determined to 
make the gathering an annual event. VIM 
teams from Louisiana returned to partici¬ 
pate in the 2010 Youth Camp and for a 
southern District Youth Rally in 2012. 

Team members expressed amazement at 
the dedication and joy in the faith of these 
youth; some had only been Christians for a 
few weeks, while others were bom into 
Christian families. Some attended camp at 
great personal cost, both emotionally and 
physically. Through the years, these 
Methodist youth gatherings have provided 


significant encouragement and resources to 
assist the young believers in their faith 
journeys. 

In July of this year, a LAVIM team will 
again take part in a national Methodist 
Youth Camp. This year’s theme is “Put on 
the full armor of God so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes,” 
with the Scripture focus of Ephesians 6:10- 
14. The Cambodian Methodist Youth 
Committee has planned the theme and the 
activities for approximately 250 youth. 
Louisiana’s St. Timothy on the Northshore 
UMC has raised funds to sponsor the camp 
and is providing VIM team leadership. 
Team members will teach several large- 
group Bible studies and four small group 
lessons on various aspects of Christian liv¬ 
ing. They will also join the youth in wor¬ 
ship, music, dancing, fellowship and 


games. 

In addition to the Youth Camp, the team 
will visit other mission projects, worship 
with local congregations, lead several mini- 
VBS programs and tour historical sites. 
Already at work preparing for these pro¬ 
grams, the team is composed of 14 mem¬ 
bers, young and young-at-heart, from five 
churches in Louisiana and California. 

If you would like to support this 
endeavor, please contact Diane Reich at 
diane845@gmail.com or (985) 845-2147. 
The missionaries have requested supplies 
to make health kits. Monetary donations 
and prayer support are always appreciated. 
Follow the mission adventure on the team 
blog at http://cmyc2013.wordpress.com/ 
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An update fromWillie Berman, Mexico VIM/Manos Juntas 



Architectural rendering of the new Betania Kindergarten and Elementary 
School building. 


Dear Friends, 

This year, we are starting the new 
building for the Betania school. The cur¬ 
rent facilities are in downtown Reynosa, 
in the backyard of the Betania Clinic. The 
limitation on the space for both institu¬ 
tions has pushed this project to be a top 
priority for the Reynosa area. Current 
construction projects like Pueblo de Dios 
Methodist Church building will continue 
until we complete our commitment. 

The current school building is in 
downtown Reynosa which is located 
behind the Betania Clinic and both of 
them have reached the point of no more 
room to grow; the city is growing towards 
the West side and many families are hav¬ 
ing a difficult time accessing our school 
and we have seen a decrease every year 
on the number of students. 

Currently, I have been assigned as the 
new Board Chair starting the next school 
year. The lot where we will build the 
school is property of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico; it was purchased by 
the Methodist Church Piedra Angular 
(Cornerstone). They own two lots and 
they will be building their new church 
sanctuary in the other lot. These lots are a 
few meters apart. The partnership is to 
use one lot for the school and the facilities 
will also be used by the church as their 
Educational building. We are blessed by 
having approximately $26,000 at the 
United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana that we are dedicating to this 
project for matching funds for LAVIM 
teams coming to partner with us on the 
project. 

Teams in 2013 

We are receiving teams from Monroe, 
McNeese Nursing School, Louisiana 
College Nursing School, Bossier, 
Shreveport, Belle Chase, Pineville and 
New Orleans. Some of them will work on 
this project after this summer. The sched¬ 
ule of teams and costs of the mission will 
be managed by my office after June 30. 
Know that we are working so can have all 
the support you need to come and work 
with us. Construction funds given by 
Louisiana teams working on the Betainia 
School will provide the additional benefit 
of matching funds from the Valle 


Hermosa LAVIM dedicated funds housed 
at the UM Foundation of Louisiana there¬ 
by doubling their effectiveness in pur¬ 
chasing materials for the school’s con¬ 
struction. The Valle Hermosa Methodist 
Foundation grant administrated through 
LAVIM has already helped to complete 
three churches, assist with work on two 
clinics and assist with work on several 
schools and kindergartens. The Betania 
will be only one of several projects made 
possible by LAVIM and the UM 
Foundation of Louisiana. 

The Mobile Dental-Medical Clinic 

With this project, we will bring free 
dental, medical and educational resources 
to rural and suburban communities in our 
area of operation. Our plan is to organize 
at least one monthly visit to previously 
selected locations, providing at least 40 
general medical consultations and 20 den¬ 
tal consultations per day. The duration of 
each campaign will be determined by 
population size in the selected locations. 
We also plan to participate in government 
sponsored campaigns at their invitation. 
The estimated target population initially 
covered by this program is 18,500 and the 
minimum dental and medical coverage to 
be provided will be 140 dental and 280 
general medical consultations in 10 
months. 

The Mobile Clinic will be installed in 
a 48-foot trailer, equipped with two dental 
rooms with their furnishings, one general 
medicine consultation room, an x-ray/lab 
area, pharmacy, reception and restroom. 
Patients will have a waiting area with 
chairs on the outside of the clinic, covered 
by roll-out canvases on both sides. These 
outside areas will also be used for educa¬ 
tional and evangelizing purposes with 
audio visual aids. Folding access ramps 
and stairs will be attached to the trailer. 

The trailer will be prepared to draw 
energy from outside but will also have its 
own generators for areas where electricity 
is not available. It will also have its own 
vacuum/pressure, lighting, hydraulic, air 
conditioning and electric systems, plus a 
wireless 3G or similar internet access. 

With a few exceptions, most of the 
equipment will be new. This will repre¬ 
sent lower maintenance costs and easy 


replacement parts availability, when need¬ 
ed. Obsolete equipment is more expensive 
to maintain and repairs are not always 
possible as parts are not available any¬ 
more. 

This mobile clinic and all of the instru¬ 
ments will be obtained through a donation 
of hinds from LAVIM Medical Dental 
funds housed at the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana. The Mobile 
Dental Medical Clinic Program is a long 
term, high impact project that will be 
expanded in its scope as soon as condi¬ 
tions allow. The initial year will provide 
measurable results that will help us refine 
and improve our services. Many rural 
communities are left without the type of 
attention we will offer with the Mobile 
Clinic and the need is always there. 

Manos Juntas and the Methodist Church 
of Mexico will improve their presence in 
our community. 

School supplies from Louisiana Drive 

We are inviting you to collect school 
supplies for our children. I plan to collect 
them in June and July. Please contact me 
for the list of items and to check the 
schedule for me to pick them up as I am 
planning on visiting a few churches again 
this summer. I will also be teaching at the 
United Methodist Women Mission-u 
event in July at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth. 

Thrift store for Scholarship Program 

We have started a thrift store where 
80% of the earnings will be applied 
toward the Manos Juntas scholarship pro¬ 
gram. We are receiving in-kind donations 
for the store. The scholarship program is 
focusing on college students; we have 
about 13 students that we are supporting 
with a scholarship amount of $220 dollars 
per semester, which is the tuition cost at a 
government college. 

April 21, 2013, Roca Eterna Methodist 
Church Mission in Rio Bravo celebrat¬ 
ed one year. 

When Michael McFarlain, a graduate 
student from the McNeese Nursing school 
in Lake Charles, came to Rio Bravo last 
summer to spend some months with us as 
an UM Individual Volunteer, we had start¬ 
ed a new church with Sunday services at 
the Manos Juntas facilities. He was a 


boost for this project with his passion for 
the Lord, inviting a lot of people that he 
met at our clinic, and in the community to 
attend our services, his music and testi¬ 
mony impacted them and now we are cel¬ 
ebrating our first anniversary with a regu¬ 
lar attendance of close to 30 people where 
most of the congregation are youth. I am 
the lead pastor, (scary!) and Pastor Efrain 
Escorza, Director of the Christian School 
for the Deaf Ministry is the associate pas¬ 
tor. My children, Marla (17) plays the 
drums and Alex (13) plays the electric 
guitar. And my wife Veronica she tells all 
of us what to do! 

A Dollar a Day: 365 Partners 

We continue to invite you or your 
Sunday School class or your Church to 
partner in any of these ministries with 
$365 dollars per year donation to Manos 
Juntas. One dollar a day can make a big 
Christian difference. Please read more at 
our web page www.handstogethermexi- 
co.org 

Finally, I would like to mention the 
honor that has been to serve God in this 
ministry being mentored by a great friend, 
Larry Norman. Through his ministry and 
leadership, the San Pablo District of the 
Eastern Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico learned to partner with 
US mission teams. I was empowered to 
serve and partner with them to the poorest 
of my people and to equip local churches 
to start new ministries. I can only imag¬ 
ine, how many times he answered the 
phone to people that were not satisfied 
with my performance as the Mexico VIM 
coordinator, and he used every time to 
teach them and me about flexibility and to 
remind them about the love of Christ 
through patience and service. Today, we 
have a strong missions program in this 
area thanks to people like Larry, Brenda 
and Amanda in the LAVIM office. . .and 
today, we can say that with us or without 
us, the mission of God will continue the 
right way, having God and the local lead¬ 
ership to lead the work 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman 

Manos JuntasA/TM Director 

wberman@prodigy.net.mx 
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A heartfelt word of thanks to Brenda, Amanda, Pat and Don . . . 


One of my favorite sayings begins with 
the words, “No man goes his way alone.. 

The work of Brenda Coppit, Amanda 
Short, and before Amanda, Pat Mauras and 
others has helped make the ministry of 
LAVIM what it is today. Brenda has been 
with us from almost the beginning. Her 
dedication, devotion, ideas and improve¬ 
ments to our office schedule and policies 
have significantly impacted the LAVIM 
program. She has been a minister of this 
work and “the voice of LAVIM on the 


I have been asked to explain my role in 
mission in regards to the Louisiana 
Conference. I serve as the coordinator of 
UMVIM activities and resource person for 
the 15 (soon to be 13) conferences within 
the nine states that comprise the South 
Central Jurisdiction. It’s best to think of 
my position as one of helping to match 
people and resources to mission needs. To 
ensure volunteers are provided information, 
contacts, team leader training and other 
resources to help them in their missions. 

What are the specifics of my job? I 
help coordinate training within the jurisdic¬ 
tion and also serve as a trainer for portions 
of UMVIM Leadership Training and 
Individual Volunteers Training. I help 
coordinate the UMVIM teams within the 
jurisdiction. I maintain summaries of the 
UMVIM teams and their activities and pre¬ 


phone.” Amanda has brought her very sig¬ 
nificant financial knowledge and personal 
energy to our office in the last few years. 
Her MBA education, strong financial 
expertise and professionalism have helped 
us to fill in any gaps in communication and 
provided records and statistics by which we 
have continued to guide and develop our 
ministry. Pat (although with us for all too 
short a time, before retiring) helped us 
acclimate to new financial accounting soft¬ 
ware, periodic reports and statistical inven¬ 


pare mid-year and 
annual reports so 
that the jurisdic¬ 
tion and General 
Board of Global 
Ministries can 
track progress, 
effectiveness and 
impacts. To facili¬ 
tate communica¬ 
tions within the 
jurisdiction, and 
especially to alert 
volunteers to 
resources available, I publish Connections, 
the jurisdiction’s bi-monthly UMVIM 
newsletter, and update the UMVIM por¬ 
tions of the jurisdiction’s website 
http://scj.umportal.org : the UMVIM 
resource page, the UMVIM electronic 


tories. Through it all, the three have given 
tirelessly to their daily work and to annual 
trainings. Ladies, it has been my great priv¬ 
ilege to make this journey with you—all 
for the glory of God! 

I must also express my appreciation to 
Don Leger who has been our CPA and the 
author of our team financial software. 
Although not a United Methodist, Don 
quickly came to love our mission work and 
to be part of the team. He has worked tire¬ 
lessly, hours here and hours at home, part¬ 


newsletter, the UMVIM breaking news 
section, etc. To help explain UMVIM, 
recruit UMVIM volunteers, and facilitate 
communications, I visit and speak at annual 
conferences, mission fairs, UMVIM cele¬ 
brations and individual churches. In the 
area of Disaster Response, I prepare and 
maintain lists of resources and provide 
alerts to the conference Disaster 
Coordinators and other trained personnel 
for disasters. I assist in the exchange of 
UMVIM and Disaster Response teams 
across conference and jurisdictional bound¬ 
aries. The cultivation of contacts with 
GBGM, national and international church 
leaders, and project agencies within the 
United States is an important part of this 
position. Finally I support several special 
programs within the jurisdiction: Individual 
Volunteers, Methodist Border Friendship 


nering with Amanda, Brenda and Pat to 
achieve efficiency, transparency and pro¬ 
gram strength. 

LAVIM has become what it is due to the 
vision and efforts of those who have 
worked in this office. Our conference mis- 
sional efforts will become even more, with 
others standing on this foundation of 
strength and encouragement. 

Larry Norman, Director LA VIM 


UMVIM Director 

Commission, Justice for Our Neighbors, 
NOMADS, Primetimers, UM Army, 

Global Health Volunteers, etc. 

Each of the VIM Conference 
Coordinators performs a similar training, 
coordination and leadership role within his 
or her respective conference. As a group, 
we meet twice a year to integrate new 
GBGM policies and procedures into the 
jurisdiction, to exchange best practices, 
update our personal knowledge regarding 
UMVIM programs and projects, and to 
update our leadership training. We have a 
strong team—and share our knowledge and 
talents, as we are all called to be “in mis¬ 
sion together”. 

Debbie Vest, SCJ UMVIM Director 


From the desk of Debbie Vest, South Central Jurisdiction 



Debbie Vest 


Unique mission opportunities offered: Primetimers, Individual Volunteers 


The Primetimers Program of the United 
Methodist Church, Office of Global 
Ministry, offers educational and mission 
service experiences for older adults. 
Exciting five to 10 day events offer oppor¬ 
tunities for educational forums, cross-cul¬ 
tural exposure, faith-filled reflection, and 
greater exposure to the work of The United 
Methodist Church and the church univer¬ 
sal. In 2013 missions were planned to 
Scotland, Jamaica, Henderson Settlement 
in Kentucky and Jamaica. Already the 
2014 calendar is being readied for seven 
events and will include India, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica and Serbia and Henderson 
Settlement, Scarrett Bennette College and 
Epworth by the Sea. The goal of 
Primetimers is to provide new service and 


learning experiences for older persons, 
offering opportunities for intentional educa¬ 
tion, faith-filled reflection and cross-cultur¬ 
al appreciation in the context of Christian 
mission. Primetimers serves the ministries 
of the UMC and its faith partners, creating 
informed interpreters of the mission and 
heritage of the UMC. It also seeks to 
strengthen relationships of the local church 
with those with whom they are in mission, 
enabling interaction with grassroots efforts 
to address the needs of “the least of these. 
More information can be found at prime- 
timers@gbgm-umc. org. 

The Individual Volunteers program pro¬ 
vides a way to serve beyond the mission 
“team.” Your life can be changed by volun¬ 
teering in mission. Become an individual 


volunteer. The opportunities for volunteers 
are diverse, including such positions as 
case managers for refugees, teachers, pas¬ 
tors, camp directors, children and youth 
assistants, and health care administrators 
and practitioners. 

The length of service is a minimum of 
two months and can extend to two years or 
more. Because individual volunteers are 
often viewed as missionaries by the host 
community, they should be people of faith, 
and preferably have some mission experi¬ 
ence by having worked with their local 
church, campus ministry, or other faith 
community. Living in a different culture, 
whether nationally or internationally, pres¬ 
ents challenges that require maturity and 
strong interpersonal and cross-cultural 


skills. All volunteers must be at least eight¬ 
een years of age. They are expected to hand 
raise for their monthly living expenses, as 
well as for transportation to and from the 
placement site. Before being considered as 
an individual volunteer, interested candi¬ 
dates must apply and attend a training and 
orientation session. 

Those interested in this way of serving 
must attend and become certified in one of 
the Individual Volunteers Training Events 
scheduled throughout the year, throughout 
the United States. Training opportunites 
left in 2013 are in Kansas, Oregon and 
New York. Please go to the IndiVol web 
site at indivols@umcmission.org for further 
information and a registration form. 


Bring global ministries to your congregation: Host a missionary! 


They have been sent to the ends of the 
earth and now they are coming to us. 
Several missionaries with Global Missions 
will be in the Louisiana Conference this 
summer and fall. They can be your guest! 

Marsha Alexander, is the director of the 
Asbury College on the island of Anda in 
the Philippines. Marsha has ties with Sager 
Brown, Manos Juntas Mexico in Rio Bravo 
and University UMC in Lake Charles. She 
will be in Louisiana in early September and 
still have dates available to visit your 
church. More information on Marsha can 
be found at 


http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore-Our- 

Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary- 

Profiles/Alexander-Marsha-Gail 

Drs. Pierre Manya and Simeon Kahala 
work in the challenging world of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. They com¬ 
bine the administration of health services 
through our Methodist institutions with 
clinic work throughout the country, 
addressing health issues related to severe 
poverty and infectious diseases like 
HIV/AIDS. They will be in Louisiana June 
9-19 and have open dates to visit your 
church. 


http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore-Our- 

Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary- 

Profiles/Manya-Pierre 

http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore- 
Our-Work/Missionaries-in- 
Service/Missionary-Profiles/Kashala- 
Simeon 

David and Lorene Persons will be 
returning to the United States after careers 
of teaching in a Bible college in the Congo. 
They will be visiting in the spring of 2014. 
http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore-Our- 
Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary- 
Profiles/Persons-David 


Willie Berman is the anchor for our 
long-term ministry in Mexico. Willie is in 
Louisiana frequently and can visit your 
congregation. 

http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore-Our- 

Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary- 

Profiles/Berman-Guillermo 

Open the door to global missions by 
hosting a missionary to your church. More 
information and scheduling are available 
through Rev. Ann Sutton, 
revann70507@gmail.com 
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Lillian Wallace, from page 4 

We were so thrilled when Bishop and 
Mrs. Hutchison joined the team at the 
Wame Baby Fold for the dedication of the 
Baby Fold chapel. 

In 2011, team worked at the Ashram 
alongside North India Theological stu¬ 
dents, who split their time between work¬ 
ing and participating in counseling sessions 
with Carlos and Sarojini Welch. So many 
wonderful things happened! 

A LAVIM medical team worked at the 
hospital in Faridpur, offering clinics for the 
village and townspeople. 

This year, a team worked with seminary 
students to paint the outside of the hospi¬ 
tal’s eight buildings; the inside of three; 
renovated two buildings; and waterproofed 
three roofs which were leaking badly. The 
entire hospital has a new and beautiful 
look and is sending a happy message to the 
public. They also conducted a VBS for our 
Wame Baby Fold children. 

Also, the medical team was able to 
serve 2,497 village people. Dr. Subodh 
Phillips, a very committed Christian den¬ 
tist, has volunteered to follow up and take 
care of the Babyfold children who need 
dental work, only charging for materials. 
Fortunately, some of the leftover team 
money will help to cover these costs. 

Since the second LAVIM mission team 
to India when the Wame Baby Fold first 
became licensed by the government of 
India to allow for international sponsor¬ 
ships LAVIM team members have consis¬ 
tently provided scholarships for many of 
our students. Already team members have 
promised their continuance of these impor¬ 
tant scholarships on into the future. 

I cannot close without thanking retired 
missionaries Rev. Carlos and Sarojini 
Welch, who served as missionaries in India 
for 40 years- and who, along with Dr. 
Cherian Thomas of GBGM, originally sug¬ 
gested to Larry Norman that a team come 
to India and help out the Clara Swain 
Hospital in Bareilly. Clara Swain Hospital, 
established in 1870, was the first hospital 
for women in India. The Wame Baby Fold, 
with the efforts of the GBGM and the 
North India Annual Conference WSCS, 
was founded by the Clara Swain Hospital 
in 1919 and housed in the hospital until it 
moved to the present location. 

The Louisiana Conference has had an 
excellent VIM staff and we are so grateful 
for all that they have done for us. When I 
know what they have made possible for 
our church and our people and you multi¬ 
ply that a hundred fold, we can imagine 
the tremendous service rendered for our 
Lord’s people. Thank you so much Larry, 
Brenda, Amanda and Pat for all you have 
done for us in the past eight years. 

And finally, a great big thank you to the 
LAVIM team members who came to India 
and supported and gave of themselves. 

May the Lord continue to bless your con¬ 
ference in all that you do. 

In Christ’s Love and Service, 

Lillian Wallace 

Retired Methodist Missionary 

“Dorothy Villa”, P. O, Mehragaon 
263132, Dist. Nainital, Uttarakhand, India 
Cell: 001 91 9837055503, Email: lillian- 
wallace@hotmail.com 


Pictured in St. Mark’s new kitchen facilities are Gary Lipps, Doug Holmes, Bryan 
Burns, Buddy Darion, Chuck Reynolds, Howard McKissack and Sam Hubbard. 


Marjorie Hurder, US-2, 
to visit Louisiana 

Marjorie Hurder, a Louisiana 
United Methodist, is completing her 
mission service as a U-2 Missionary at 
Crossroads Urban Center in Salt Lake 
City. Marjoriehas divided her time 
between hands-on ministry in a local 
food pantry and advocacy work at the 
state capital to address the needs of the 
poor through the political system. 

US-2 is a GBGM program for 
young adults to serve in ministries of 
justice in the United States for two 
years. Marjorie’s journey began at 
University UMC in Baton Rouge and 
was enriched through her experience at 
the Wesley Foundation at Mississippi 
Southern in Hattiesburg, Miss. There, 
she connected with the US-2 program. 
She has completed her tour and will 
continue on to Wesley Seminary in 
Washington D.C. in the fall. 

She will be in Louisiana in late July 
and early August to share her story 
with churches and Wesley 
Foundations. To schedule a visit from 
Marjorie, contact Rev. Ann Sutton, by 
emailing revann70507@gmail.com 


Participants in St. Timothy on the North 
Shore’s Wednesday night Bible Study 
served (really served!) the homeless of 
New Orleans on April 7 at St. Mark’s 
UMC on Rampart Street. The group is one 
of two that have joined St. Mark’s in its 
ministry which helps about 200 homeless 
each Sunday from the Mandeville-based 
congregation. Over the years, LAVIM has 
partnered with St. Mark’s in this effort and 


is thankful for the many teams and volun¬ 
teers who make this extra effort to serve 
the needs of those “in our own back yard.” 

If your congregation is interested in 
helping with the weekly homeless meal, 
please contact Rev. Anita Dinwiddie at 
(504) 523-0450. St. Mark’s UMC also wel¬ 
comes sponsors for their Christmas tree 
program, part of this ministry to the home¬ 
less. 



Feeding the homeless in New Orleans 


Dr. Aubrey Mills died in 2005. 



Now, he’s helping the needy rebuild smiles 


Dr. Mills was a dentist, but also a man with a 
generous spirit. 

After participating in medical missions 
through his church, he designated his 
favorite mission as the beneficiary of his 
lucrative pension plan. 


Because of his foresight, there is a new 
dental suite and two mobile dental units to 
provide full dental services to the poor in 
Reynosa, Mexico. 

Thanks to Dr. Mills, the needy have 
something to smile about. 


Include your favorite mission in 
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your will or estate planning. 
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Campus Ministry 



Campus ministry has something important to teach all of our churches about shared life in any mission field. In the 
Louisiana Conference, the mission field of our Wesley Foundations is comprised of 120,000 students on 11 campuses 
statewide. Our Wesley Foundations provide spiritual development, friendship (as evidenced by these LSU Wesley stu¬ 
dents, above), opportunities to serve, and an incubator for the “raising up” of lay and clergy leaders. Statistics show 
that the greatest number of young clergy come out of campus ministries. Learn more in this edition of Louisiana Now! 

Wesley Foundations provide blessings in the wilderness 


Campus Ministry is the official pres¬ 
ence of The United Methodist Church on 
the college and university campuses of 
the world. Each congregation and every 
United Methodist is called to share with 
our campuses the transformational nature 
of Christ in a way that “raises up” a new 
generation of thoughtful, articulate 
Christians who care about making the 
world a better place. 

While this calling looks and feels very 
different across our campuses, it is cen¬ 
tral to our identity and it compels us to 
provide intentional collegiate ministries 
that call out to this emerging generation. 

Public colleges and universities in the 
U.S. educate more than 14 million stu¬ 
dents and campus ministry is the only 
inroad the United Methodist Church has 
toward many of those students. 

United Methodist campus ministries 
are in the business of: 


• Providing hospitality, support, coun¬ 
seling and other pastoral services; 

• Cultivating international, intercultur- 
al and interreligious understanding; 

• Nurturing individuals in the faith and 
furthering understanding of the 
Wesleyan/Methodist tradition; 

• Stimulating critical inquiry on mat¬ 
ters religious; 

• Developing leadership among stu¬ 
dents and encouraging religious voca¬ 
tions; 

• Teaching, especially in biblical, theo¬ 
logical and ethical areas, and helping stu¬ 
dents connect their faith with knowledge 
and experience gained in the curricular 
and extracurricular realms; 

• Leading worship and encouraging 
collegians to lives of discipline and devo¬ 
tion; and 

• Offering a prophetic word on soci¬ 
ety’s structures and practices of injustice 


and oppression. 

More simply put, our Wesley 
Foundations provide spiritual develop¬ 
ment, friendship, opportunities to serve, 
and an incubator for the “raising up” of 
lay and clergy leaders for the “transfor¬ 
mation of the world.” 

Statistics show that the greatest num¬ 
ber of young clergy come out of campus 
ministries. Campus ministry provides one 
of the most important arenas to address 
the need for young lay and clergy leaders 
in The United Methodist Church. College 
is the most critical vocational discern¬ 
ment period in a young adult’s life, so 
campus ministries are one of the best 
opportunities to raise the possibility of a 
church-related vocation. 

Recent surveys of college students 
indicate that 80 percent believe in God; 
more than two-thirds of freshmen said 

See Wesley, page s 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Developing principled Christian leaders 


Campus Ministry has been the source 
of a great deal of conversation in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 
Assessments, evaluations and budget allo¬ 
cations have become a part of the daily 
bread for the division of higher education 
and ministry. 

Our college campuses are ripe for the 
harvest but the reality is that as resources 
become more limited, we must be much 
more intentional about our work. The 
connection between our local churches 
and our campus ministries must become 
stronger. Historically, the campus min¬ 
istries that have had a strong bond with 


our churches are the 
most successful. 

One of the four 
areas of focus for the 
United Methodist 
Church reflects the 
need to invest in lead¬ 
ership development 
particularly as it relates 
to young people. 
Developing principled Christian leaders, 
lay and clergy, is critical to our ability as a 
denomination to create sustainability for 
the future. The average age of our 
denomination is 57. There has been con¬ 


versation about “death tsunamis” as our 
membership ages, but I am convinced that 
intentionality in reaching young people, 
while not the saving silver bullet, will 
allow us to remain vibrant and vital. In 
order to do so we must become much 
more relevant. We must listen to the voic¬ 
es of our young people and respond. This 
may mean we have to give up some of 
our traditional understanding of what it 
means to be the church in the world. 

In October of 2012, the Pew Center 
declared that one in five adults in the 
United States are “nones,” meaning they 
claim no religious affiliation whatsoever. 


According to Pew, 32 percent of adults 
younger than 30 have no religious affilia¬ 
tion, and young adults today are much 
more likely to be unaffiliated than previ¬ 
ous generations were at a similar stage in 
their lives. These numbers should cause 
our hearts to ache and skip a beat. They 
should also serve as a wake-up call for 
our churches to focus on reaching young 
people and rekindling a connection to the 
campus ministries in their area. 

In Christ, 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey 



Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey 


Blessings in the Wilderness - FOUND in Louisiana’s campus ministries! 


BY REV. KARL S. KLAUS, CHAIR 
CONFERENCE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
CAMPUS MINISTRY 

Lives are being changed! Campus 
Ministry is making a difference! The 
“emerging adult generation” is being 
reached! As presented in our Annual 
Conference theme, “Blessings in the 
Wilderness,” Exodus 34:10 sums up what 
is happening with our campus ministries: 

“In front of all your people, I’ll perform 
dramatic displays of power that have never 
been done before anywhere on earth or in 
any nation. All the people around you will 
see what the Lord does, because I will do 
an awesome thing with you (CEB).” 

“Awesome things” are happening! 

Lives ARE being changed. 

A young woman attending one of our 
state universities was drawn to our campus 
ministry. Her life changed as she became 
involved. She was discipled by our campus 
ministry in such a way that she became a 
follower of Jesus. This was very significant 
in her life because her father is a practicing 
Wiccan priest. 

But her story does not end there. 
Because of the nurturing environment that 
our campus ministries provide, this young 
woman heard the call of God to become a 
minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. She 
has begun the process of becoming a candi¬ 
date for ordained ministry in the United 
Methodist Church! We give God all the 
praise and glory! 

“The world” is present and walking 
around on our university and college cam¬ 
puses. The Church’s presence - and the 
United Methodist Church’s presence in par¬ 
ticular - is needed now more than ever 
before. The transformation of this young 
woman was possible because we were “in 
her pathway” as she attended school. Our 
campus ministry had a “relational, Christ 
centered presence” in her life. And she 
responded to God’s grace and love and call 
for her life. 

Just think of all the lives that could be 
touched - and CHANGED - in the same 


way. Our campus 
ministries are moving 
people out of the 
“wilderness” of this 
world into the 
Kingdom of God. 

Your Conference 
Board of Higher 
Education and Campus 
Ministry wants to pro¬ 
vide these kinds of 
experiences and opportunities for all stu¬ 
dents in Louisiana colleges and universi¬ 
ties. Therefore, we have been working dili¬ 
gently this past year to revision, redesign 
and reprioritize the mission of our campus 
ministries to be more effective and more 
accountable. Developing criteria for cam¬ 
pus ministries and other such policies and 
procedures gives the framework from 
which the campus ministries themselves 
can grow and blossom. 

To be a vital and viable campus ministry 
in any setting that reaches out to university 
and college students of all ages, the follow¬ 
ing basic offerings must be active and 
effective. These will be the “measurements 
of the movement” that will be used to eval¬ 
uate the effectiveness of campus ministry 
on the Annual Conference level: 

• Clear and concise vision: easily stated 
and known 

• Clear and concise plan for mission: 
annual, written action plan of activities, 
events, worship opportunities, small group 
meetings, etc., designed to meet the vision. 

• Intentional discipleship: weekly small 
groups and Bible studies led by campus 
minister and students 

• Hospitality: weekly fellowship events, 
on-campus activities and involvemenst that 
are planned, implemented and sponsored 
by the campus ministry 

• Student encounters: intentional, proac¬ 
tive contact with students; being the initia¬ 
tor, calling, inviting to participate, making 
introductions, being “in the path of stu¬ 
dents” 

• Weekly worship: led by the campus 
minister and students, with opportunities 


for Baptism, Holy Communion and evan¬ 
gelical outreach 

• Mission outreach: regularly scheduled 
mission/outreach/service projects that are 
planned, implemented and sponsored by 
the campus ministry 

• Effective local Board of Directors: 
active and participating, meeting at least 
quarterly, overtly supportive of the campus 
ministry by prayer, attendance, giving and 
witness. 

All of these criteria will be used in 
“intentional and disciplined conversation” 
to describe the differences being made in 
each campus ministry setting. These crite¬ 
ria will be used to keep our campus min¬ 
istries accountable to the mission of “mak¬ 
ing disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans¬ 
formation of the world.” 

Transformation is happening! Awesome 
things are being done! This type of evalua¬ 
tion process will continue at deeper and 
deeper levels each year at the annual fall 
review for each campus ministry setting. 

This is just the beginning! Our campus 


ministries need the support of our Annual 
Conference to do that which local churches 
cannot do—“be in the pathway of students” 
on a daily basis. Local churches can sup¬ 
port their local campus ministry. We have 
eleven around the state. Here’s what you 
can do: 

• Find out which one is closest to you. 

• Go, visit the facility. 

• Offer to lead a Bible study on campus. 

• Offer to host a fundraiser. 

• Offer to staff the facility after hours for 
study, fellowship and other small group 
offerings. 

• Go to worship! Invite the students to 
your worship! Pick them up for worship! 

• Get to know the college kids. 

• Help with weekly lunches. 

• Have your church designate a portion 
of your budget to support your local cam¬ 
pus ministry. 

Together, by the power and grace of 
God, “awesome things” will continue to 
happen and lives will be changed! 


Louisiana Conferenc eMCM 


Cynthia Fierro Harvey Resident Bishop 
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Clockwise from center, Louisiana Tech student displays a t-shirt on which he has 
written a message. The Tech Wesley Foundation distributes these white shirts at 
the center of campus, encouraging students to write about their relationship with 
God. Hundreds of students wear these shirts on campus all day. Student ‘plays 
the blues’ during a Monroe Wesley social event. The Lafayette Wesley serves a 
free weekly lunch to Ragin’ Cajun students and staff. During finals, the Wesley 
provides late night meals. Monroe students enjoy kayaking at the Wesley. 



Louisiana’s campus ministers include, left to right, Revs. Karli Pidgeon (NSU, 
Natchitoches), Drew Sutton (LSU, Baton Rouge), Scott Wright (Louisiana Tech, 
Ruston), Betsy Eaves (Centenary, Shreveport), Max Zehner (Tulane, New 
Orleans), Willie Laws (Southern, Baton Rouge), Emile Tosso (Southeastern, 
Hammond), foreground, Angela Bulhof (McNeese, Lake Charles) and Alan 
Johnson (ULM, Monroe). Not pictured are Revs. Bill Baker (ULL, Lafayette) and 
Connie Breaux (Grambling, Ruston). 



Wesleys provide fun and friendship 


Let’s face it, in a state that is focused 
on “passing a good time,” friendship and 
fellowship are high priorities for many 
college students! 

Each of our eleven campus ministries 
offer a range of activities designed to pro¬ 
vide social and campus interaction, 
enriching lives with meaningful and sup¬ 
portive relationships. 

The Wesley Foundation at Southern 
University in Baton Rouge is known for 
their crawfish boils, movie nights, 
Thursday socials and game nights featur¬ 
ing karaoke and an open microphone. 

The students sponsor a number of 
fundraisers, including game day parking, 
said Rev. Willie Laws, campus minister. 

In Monroe, the Wesley Foundation 
hosts regular events like the “Dollar 
Lunch Experience” and opportunities to 
go kayaking on Bayou Desiard, located 
right by their building. “We make efforts 
to be on campus with different outreach 
endeavors and we also intentionally par¬ 
ticipate in official ULM events so that 
students can get to know us. Each year 
on the first day of school, we feed over 
600 students in Bayou Park at our annual 
‘Week of Welcome’ fish fry. We use this 
event to pass out Wesley information 
cards to students, to start conversations 
and to build relationships that allow us to 
share the love of Christ,” said Rev. Alan 
Johnson, campus minister. 

The Wesley Foundation at Louisiana 
Tech serves hamburgers to nearly 400 
students at the beginning of each year, 
and participates in a combined worship 
service with other campus ministries at 
Tech attended by 600-700 students. The 
Foundation annually hosts a “welcome 
back” party to invite students to the 
Wesley, and hosts a weekly “Laid Back 
Lunch,” which serves up to 130 students 
in the Wesley building. 

“We also have ‘Peanut Butter and 
Jelly Fridays’ where we give away up to 
180 free sandwiches, filling a need for a 
snack between classes. This gets our stu¬ 
dents and staff out on campus on a regu¬ 
lar basis,” said Rev. Scott Wright, cam¬ 


pus minister. The Tech Wesley also spon¬ 
sors an event called the “T-shirt Gospel.” 
Students are given a white t-shirt and 
asked to write what their life was before 
they began to walk with Christ, and then 
write about how God changed their life 
on the back of the shirt. 

The importance of friendship, fellow¬ 
ship and social interaction are well-stated 
in this quote from one Wesley 
Foundation campus intern: 

“Many of our students come from 
backgrounds of isolation, loneliness, 
depression and hopelessness. We know 
thousands of students walk the campus 
every day desperate for friends, family 
and the community of the body of Christ. 
Events like silly-themed dance parties, 
concerts and game nights provide an 
atmosphere that is not ‘churchy’ but filled 
with the experience of Christ through 
community and fellowship.” 

Louisiana’s Wesleys reach out to cam¬ 
puses in a number of ways from intramu¬ 
ral sports, to campus lunches to dorm 
room visits. Rev. Karli Pidgeon, campus 
minister in Natchitoches, said, “Through 
our "R.A.C.K.ed" (Random Acts Of 
Christian Kindness) project, Wesley stu¬ 
dents passed out little goodie bags dur¬ 
ing finals and invited other students to 
the Wesley’s Christmas party. We have 
fed their physical bodies as well as their 
spiritual bodies through our Tuesday 
lunch program and our Sunday worship.” 

Southeastern’s Wesley Foundation 
offers a student breakfast every Monday 
morning and lunch every Wednesday. 

The lunches are prepared by students, 
volunteers and faculty members, said 
Rev. Emile Tosso, campus minister. A 
devotion is given during the lunch. 
Occasionally, the volunteers carry the 
lunch from the Wesley facility to the 
Student Union courtyard to achieve 
greater visibility for the ministry. 

Lafayette’s Wesley offers an ice cream 
social, a Halloween party, Christmas and 
SuperBowl parties, an Easter egg hunt, a 
pool party, a fantasy football league, and 
midnight meals, said Rev. Bill Baker. 
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Mission outreach central to campus ministry 


Service to others is a core value of 
United Methodism and all of Christianity. 
When we share of ourselves, we tap into 
God’s bigger world. A moment of grace 
happens, and suddenly, we have received 
much more than we have given. 

“Whether reaching out to gangs in 
Houston, finding hope in rural areas of 
Texas, or realizing the healing found in 
homeless communities in Nashville, our 
mission experiences help students imag¬ 
ine new ways in which God is moving in 
our world,” said Rev. Scott Wright, 
Louisiana Tech campus minister. Tech 
students have served missions in Haiti, 
Cambodia, Honduras, South Africa, 

India, Mexico, Costa Rica, Toronto, New 
York and Nicaragua. 

Missions can range from global trips 
to assisting with Louisiana’s occasional 
natural disasters. 

“Our students have helped with disas¬ 
ter relief after Hurricanes Katrina, Rita 
and Gustav. The Wesley students have 
reached out with local ministries at 
Broadmoor and St. Paul UMCs in Baton 
Rouge, and participated in the Baton 
Rouge District Habitat build,” said Rev. 
Willie Laws, Southern’s campus minister. 

At Centenary College, the chaplain’s 
office sponsors mission trips throughout 
the year. Local and short-term missions 
include students, alumni and friends of 
the college, and are grounded in Biblical 
study and integrated with theological dis¬ 
cussion and reflection. As on many of our 
college campuses, mission trips are 
offered as alternative breaks during the 
fall and spring semester. Recent trips 
have involved lending a helping hand in 
the Bahamas; Mt. Sequoyah, Ark.; 

Belize; Mexico; New Orleans; the 


Navajo Nations; and Memphis, Tenn. 

On the local front, over the 2012 fall 
break, a team of 22, including four inter¬ 
national exchange students, traveled to 
south Louisiana to work on homes dam¬ 
aged by Hurricane Isaac. 

McNeese Wesley Foundation contin¬ 
ued their ongoing support of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission with a December 
2012 team to Rio Bravo, Mexico, serving 
the ministries of Manos Juntas. Rev. 
Angela Bulhof, campus minister, and 
McNeese nursing student Katrina Ward 
led a team of 12 across the border to pro¬ 
vide medical clinics to remote areas of 
Tamulipas, Mexico.With the help of a 
Mexican doctor, lab technician and trans¬ 
lators, the team provided triage and phar¬ 
macy services for about 175 patients over 
a two-day period. 

Grambling Wesley students work with 
community groups such as DART, Boys 
and Girls Clubs, Epiphany, SHARE, and 
Alpine Guest Home. Special projects 
include making meal kits for the home¬ 
less and an Angel Tree for the ’’Children 
of the Storm” in New Orleans. 

“Since 2011, we have fed over 780 
homeless persons through the New 
Orleans Mission with nutritional snack 
bags,” said Rev. Connie Breaux, campus 
minister. 

For the past four winters, the Wesley 
in Monroe has traveled to Mexico 
through Casas por Cristo to build homes 
for families in Acuna. San Raimundo, 
Guatemala is another destination for the 
ULM Wesley missions. The students 
have also reached out to the citizens of 
Lake Providence, La., a community 
which ranks as one of the poorest areas in 
the nation. 
















MAY 24, 2013 


Louisiana Conference NGW! Special Campus Ministry Edition 


5 




United Methodist campus ministries in the Louisiana Conference excel at mis¬ 
sion outreach, both globally and in their respective communities. Pictured on 
page four, clockwise, Louisiana Tech Wesley students participate in a ‘Croc Drop’ 
in Haiti; students from Southern volunteer during the Baton Rouge District 
Habitat Build; Tulane students serve in a Guatamalan orphanage; LSU Wesley 
volunteers move debris after Hurricane Isaac; McNeese students participate in a 
medical mission to Mexico. Page five, clockwise from bottom, Monroe Wesley 
students serve in Guatemala; McNeese Wesley helps with a build in Indonesia; 
Centenary students repair a storm-damaged roof; and Louisiana Tech Wesley 
students travel to Nicaragua, assisting with eye exams. 


Life Unscripted: Wandering well together 


BY REV. ANGELA BULHOF 

Campus ministry has something 
important to teach all of our churches 
about shared life in any mission field. 

Though some youth may have the 
cards stacked against them, or make mis¬ 
takes resulting in real-life consequences, 
most youth follow a similar script 
through high school—academics, home¬ 
coming, extra-curricular activities, the 
occasional prank, prom, graduation. 

Step out of high school, though, and 
young people are in a whole new world, 
one that is unscripted and unknown. 
Colleges and vocational schools are filled 
with people, each on their own personal 
“wilderness” journey. Some seem to 
know just where they are headed (“I am 
going to be a nurse,” or “an engineer,” or 
“an accountant”). For these, the wilder¬ 
ness seems more like a garden stroll with 
a clear destination. 

Yet many are simultaneously trying to 
discover who they are, carrying hurt and 
brokenness, managing changing relation¬ 
ships, figuring out what they should be 
when they grow up, applying for finan¬ 
cial aid on time, maintaining a minimum 
GPA, working 20-40 hours per week to 
pay for school, etc. etc. For some, the 
journey will lead to a college degree and 
beyond. Others’ paths will start on cam¬ 
pus but then veer in other directions (a 
transfer, the military, a full-time job, fam¬ 
ily obligations or medical issues). The 
wilderness of the unscripted life is messy, 
exciting, unpredictable, unreasonable. . . 
and scary. Campus ministry is in a unique 
position to connect with these wanderers. 

Smack dab in the middle of this 
unscripted territory is the mission field of 


our campus ministries, comprised of 
120,000 students on 11 campuses 
statewide. We show up to sacrificially 
serve wandering souls, and provide 
opportunities for them to do the same for 
others. We model and teach authentic, 
Biblical ways of “wandering well” by 
introducing (and sometimes re-introduc- 
ing) them to the Jesus who loved us 
first. We live, walk, run, eat, dance, paint, 
splash, worship and serve alongside each 
other for as long as we have together. In 
sum, we leam together to trust the Author 
of our lives to write our collective screen¬ 
play in real time. “For we walk by faith, 
not by sight” 2 Corinthians 5:7, NRSV. 

In the end, we are reminded that we 
can’t hold on to these students forever. 
(Doesn’t Jesus say something about 
that?) We must also be able to celebrate 
when it is time for someone (or many) to 
leave. The success of campus ministries 
isn’t merely in getting students to darken 
the doors of our facilities and holding 
onto them as long as we can. The real 
work of campus ministry is preparing for 
the launch! 

What is your mission field? Who are 
the precious souls God has called you to 
serve sacrificially, to introduce to Jesus, 
to live/walk/run/worship alongside, and 
to celebrate when it is time for them to 
leave? What are the ways that your min¬ 
istry could adapt to be more about wan¬ 
dering well together, and less about hold¬ 
ing people tight? 

Thank you, Louisiana Annual 
Conference, for your wise and generous 
investment in the fertile mission field of 
Campus Ministry! 
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Clockwise from left, LSU students gather during a spiritual retreat; Southern 
Wesley students perform during worship service. The Wesley Foundation at 
Southern has connected with Baton Rouge congregations to create a powerful 
worship experience on campus every Sunday evening; Centenary’s campus min¬ 
istry sponsors ‘Stepping Stones,’ a weekly worship opportunity; Natchitoches 
Wesley student John Johnson is shown during an April retreat at Shepherd of 
the Ozarks in Harriet, Ark. ‘Our trip was an incredible opportunity to explore, and 
worship The Lord,’ said the junior in Vocal Music Education from Alexandria, La.; 
Grambling students enjoy NEXT 2012, a leadership conference held in St. Louis, 
Mo.; Louisiana Tech students reflect during a Wesley sponsored retreat; 
Centenary students gather in a worship circle. 








Campus ministries build spiritual leaders 


Central to the campus ministry experi¬ 
ence is the spiritual development of those 
enveloped in the experience. 

“Worship, small groups, retreats—these 
elements give our students the knowl¬ 
edge, skills and experience to step into 
any congregation and be an asset and 
leader in any capacity. They can lead 
small groups, collaborate in reading and 
responding to the needs of the communi¬ 
ty, serve in worship and in the faith com¬ 
munity, and continue to live faithfully as 
they move into a new phase in life,” said 
Rev. Drew Sutton, LSU’s campus minis¬ 
ter. 

Weekly Bible study and worship are 
organized by Grambling’s Wesley and 
offered in Robinson Hall, a campus dorm. 
Taking worship a step further, the Wesley 
Foundation, Grambling’s Fellowship of 
Christian Atheletes and other ministry 
clubs host a “collegiate church” in the vil¬ 
lage where Tuesday night is praise night 
and Sunday morning worship is offered. 
Grambling’s Wesley is very involved in 
campus-wide and special community 
worship events, said Rev. Connie Breaux, 
campus minister. 

Like all of our campus ministries, 
Centenary College hosts a weekly wor¬ 


ship service. This student-led service, 
known as “Stepping Stones,” attracts stu¬ 
dents, staff and faculty for praise, wor¬ 
ship, prayer and communion. 

Centenary student Abby Dillard said, 
“Being so involved in multiple activities, 

I can't always make it to church on 
Sunday. Stepping Stones allows me to 
have that sense of community worship, 
spending time focusing on what is really 
important.” 

Campus ministry at Centenary College 
of Louisiana intersects with the 38-year- 
old program of the Christian Leadership 
Center (former Church Careers) to pro¬ 
vide students with opportunities for spiri¬ 
tual growth, theological reflection and 
exploration of how God is calling them to 
a life of faithful discipleship. For many 
students, that faithful response includes a 
call to ministry. Junior Amanda Price 
says this: “ I am thrilled to be newly 
claiming my call to ordained ministry. 
Centenary College of Louisiana, the 
Christian Leadership Center and United 
Methodist Campus Ministry have provid¬ 
ed perfect venues for me to listen more 
intently to my call, ponder and ask 
exploring questions, and then live who I 
am called to be as a Christian.” 
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Louisiana clergy emerge from Wesley 



Editors note: Rev. 

Bradley Swire was commis¬ 
sioned as a provisional 
elder of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference last 
June and currently serves as 
the associate pastor for St. 

Francisville UMC. 

The Wesley Foundation 
has always held a special 
place in my heart. Not only 
is this where I met my wife 
but it was also the first 
place, outside the walls of a 
traditional church, that I was 
able to witness the spirit of 
service and mission first¬ 
hand. Through the numer¬ 
ous campus projects—including free meal 
day, orientations and dormitory move-in 
day, to name a few—I was able to witness 
and be a part of a team of dedicated indi¬ 
viduals whose primary focus was serving 
others as they served God. 

It did not stop there. The McNeese 
Wesley led several mission teams around 
the world to places like India and Peru 
during my time with the Foundation. The 
dedication and attitude of service that 
engulfed everyone at the Wesley was a 
major influence on my life. I attribute my 
calling into the ultimate servant leader- 


Editor’s note: Rev. John Kavanaugh 
serves as pastor for First UMC and for 
Wesley Chapel UMC, both in Coushatta. 

During a recent conversation, some¬ 
one said to me, “You went to the Wesley 
Foundation at Louisiana Tech, didn’t 
you? And you are a pastor? How did the 
Wesley Foundation affect you?” I must 
say that the Wesley Foundation had a big 
impact on my life. I grew up in Clay, La. 
and went to Clay United Methodist 
Church. I graduated Quitman High in 
1997 and was considering going into the 
United States Navy. Earlier that year, I 
prayed to God to show me what to do 
after high school. I had considered going 
into the Navy, attending Louisiana Tech, 
or walking on in cross country at 
Northwestern State. I felt I needed to get 
away and see things so I decided to join 
the Navy; but God had different plans. 

The day I was to ship out for basic 
training, a doctor said I was not cleared, 


ship position of full-time ministry to hav¬ 
ing that opportunity to be around folks 
who made it a way of life to serve others 
and to serve God. This is the best way to 
describe the folks at the Welsey 
Foundation: Wonderful friends, amazing 
servants offering a lifetime of impact. I 
encourage everyone to support their local 
Wesley Foundation so that they may con¬ 
tinue to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 

May God’s grace be with you always. 

Rev. Bradley Swire 


and so I ended up at home. 
A couple of days later, I 
enrolled into Tech, and soon 
after, visited the Wesley 
Foundation. I started attend¬ 
ing the “Laid Back 
Lunches,” Bible Studies, 
small groups and coffee 
nights. I was a typical, busy 
college student, but God 
started to challenge me 
about Him being number 
one in my life (John 16:7- 
10). While at Tech, I had 
life-changing opportunities 
to go on mission trips to 
Haiti, Honduras and 
Toronto. I had timely talks 
with other students and with Scott Wright, 
the campus minister. The Wesley’s influ¬ 
ence led to speaking at various United 
Methodist churches and working in youth 
ministry in my early twenties. After serv¬ 
ing at Beulah UMC for two years, I went 
to Asbury Theological Seminary to con¬ 
tinue my journey into full-time ministry. 
After starting seminary, I married my 
beautiful wife Rebecca on January 21, 
2006. Since seminary, I have served at 
First UMC, Tallulah and am currently 
serving First UMC, Coushatta and Wesley 
Chapel UMC in Coushatta. 

The Wesley Foundation was a major 
part of my spiritual formation at a key 
time in my life. There are many students 
searching on our college campuses and 
our Wesley Foundations are a major way 
to reach and influence them for Christ. 

Rev. John Kavanaugh, Jr. 




Katie Black, a former McNeese student and member of the school’s Wesley 
Foundation, will attend Miff School of Theology in Denver, Col. this fall. 


Make the link between local churches and Wesleys 


•Invite campus ministers and chaplains 
to lead programs for youth groups. 

•Make a covenant with a local campus 
ministry unit or United Methodist college. 

•Send the names [and contact informa¬ 
tion] of all college students, including com¬ 
muting and part-time students, to the 
Wesley Foundation director, campus minis¬ 
ter or college chaplain at the school they 
attend. Do this early in the summer to give 
the campus pastor time to correspond with 
the students before school starts. 

•Develop a plan to keep in touch with 
your congregation's college students. 
Assign one student to a family by drawing 
names, and ask that family to keep in touch 
throughout the year. Special notes, 


"goody" boxes, care packages, news from 
home, contact with the student's parents- 
all these are gifts that a family of friends- 
in-faith could give to a student away from 
home, in the name of the entire congrega¬ 
tion. 

•Establish a job pool for college stu¬ 
dents for summer and part-time holiday 
jobs. Contact people in the congregation 
and in the community for job opportunities, 
and make these known to college students 
related to your church. 

•Let college students know what's going 
on at your church. Make them feel wel¬ 
come when they attend worship. 

•If you have a gym, offer an open gym 
night for students. 



Denver, CO 


explorecalllng.org 
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they prayed; and nearly half said they were 
seeking opportunities to grow spiritually 
(Higher Education Research Institute at the 
University of California, Los Angeles). 
These facts underscore the importance of 
providing effective campus ministry as we 
nurture young adults from older teens into 
committed young adult members of the 
faith. 

Rev. Drew Sutton, campus minister for 
LSU’s Wesley Foundation in Baton Rouge, 
had this to say about the strength and mis¬ 
sion of this vital ministry: “We seek to be a 
community of students living the ‘way of 
Jesus’; a way of life that seeks peace, hope 
and restoration. We practice this as a wor¬ 
shiping community, we learn this through 
small groups and we experience this way 
as we serve in missions around Baton 
Rouge and beyond. By grounding students 
in worship and small groups, they will see 
their faith shaped and formed by the story 
of God’s incamational presence. We then 
create opportunities for students to take on 
leadership roles and leam what it means to 
practice this ‘way of Jesus’ as a leader.” 

Perhaps one of the best ways to 
describe the strength of campus ministry is 
to offer a testimony written by a recent 
graduate of Southeastern Louisiana 
University: “I am very grateful to God that 
one of the Wednesdays in September 2005 
I came to the Wesley Foundation for lunch. 
The ability to get a free lunch every 
Wednesday was very helpful in the wake 
of Hurricane Katrina. Even though there 
were several student ministries in the area, 
Wesley immediately became my favorite. 

It was the place where I felt appreciated, 
understood and welcomed. It did not mat¬ 
ter what my background was or where I 
was on my faith journey, I felt accepted 
and belonged. Throughout the years, 
Wesley (Foundation) helped me to grow 
on many levels. They never rejected my 
religion; on the contrary, they were very 
interested in it. In response, I became very 
interested in (the) Methodist religion, start¬ 
ed going to a Methodist church and even¬ 
tually became a member. (They) taught 
me not only with words, but more impor¬ 
tantly, by example that no matter how 
tough times get, you have the potential to 
achieve the best in life.” 

The student that wrote the testimonial 
hails from the Ukraine, and Southeastern’s 
campus minister, Rev. Emile Tosso, said 
that she currently serves as a music direc¬ 
tor in a local United Methodist church. 

The Wesley Foundation at ULM in 
Monroe has a “reputation” for being a 
community that will accept anyone and 
everyone, according to Rev. Alan Johnson, 
campus minister. “While that sounds really 
great, it does mean that sometimes stuff 
gets a little messy - and I’m not just talk¬ 
ing about the kitchen sink! At Wesley, we 
give students the opportunity to belong 
even before they believe. It’s like inviting 
people to come to Christ through the back 
door. As students begin to struggle with 
what they believe, we remain right there 
beside them as a living, breathing reminder 
of the God who loves them. We worship. 
We pray. We offer them Christ.” 


Tulane Wesley student leads life of mission service 



Rev. Max Zehner and Nick Miller take a snowball 
break at the end of a day of mission work in Mexico. 


Nick Miller, a native of Monroe, 

La., arrived in New Orleans in 2004 
to enter Tulane University as an 
Engineering major. 

A life-long United Methodist, it 
was the “natural thing” for Nick to 
get involved with Tulane’s Wesley 
Foundation. Rev. Max Zehner, cam¬ 
pus minister, was impressed with the 
college freshman’s sense of purpose. 
“Nick arrived at the school with set 
plans to work hard, finish his degree 
and achieve a measure of success in 
his chosen field. Tulane is an expensive 
school, and most of its students come 
with goals and dreams they strive hard to 
fulfill,” said Zehner. 

Hurricane Katrina was not part of any¬ 
one’s plans, and in 2005, Tulane students 
were temporarily forced to continue their 
studies at other schools. Nick Miller went 
back to Monroe and took courses at the 
University of Louisiana in Monroe. 

When he returned to Tulane, the school 
had eliminated his major. 

Nick was faced with a life-changing 
decision. He loved Tulane, and wanted to 
stay at the school. So, he decided to 


switch his major to Accounting. 

“This became a key move for Nick,” 
said Zehner. “Staying at Tulane, he con¬ 
tinued to be very involved in the Wesley 
Foundation. In his junior year, he joined 
the Foundation’s Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission team traveling to Mexico.” 

It was on this adventure that Nick got 
the “mission bug.” He started asking 
around about other mission opportunities, 
and a fellow Wesley Foundation student 
told Nick about his experience with 
spending a summer in Guatemala in serv¬ 
ice to the country’s poor. Nick decided to 
make the trek to Guatemala, and wound 


up spending two consecutive sum¬ 
mers there. 

Today, Nick devotes his life to 
serving the poor of Guatemala. He 
uses his Bachelors and Masters 
degrees in Finance to help widows 
set up micro-industries so they can 
earn a living. “This segment of the 
population doesn’t have a lot of 
clout. Many of them don’t know 
how to read or write. Nick helps 
them with contracts and stays with 
them through the process of start¬ 
ing their own chicken farms. These sus¬ 
tainable micro-businesses give the women 
a way to support themselves,” explained 
Zehner, who describes Nick as “one of 
the happiest people I know.” 

Zehner attributes Nick Miller’s inter¬ 
action with the Wesley Foundation in his 
choosing a “life of ministry” over a job in 
the corporate scene. “I believe his experi¬ 
ences at the Wesley Foundation encour¬ 
aged and challenged hi m to come out of 
his comfort zone. In the atmosphere pro¬ 
vided by campus ministry, Nick was able 
to embrace mission and to allow God to 
work in his life in a very powerful way.” 


$16,800 Annually in 
Scholarships 
for Seminarians! 

The Louisiana Annual Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry offers $16,800 annually through several 
scholarships, managed by the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana, to degree-seeking students. 

Scholarships are based on both merit and need. 
Applications are located in the scholarship brochure 
on the Foundation website, and the deadline to apply 
is July 1, 2013. 

For more information, contact us or go to 
www.umf.org. Click on Resources, then Scholarships. 


- ** 

0 *' 





UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


“"Where Faith find Money Come Together' 1 


Apply now! 

(800) 256-9317 or (225) 346-1535 
information@umf.org 
www.umf.org 
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The choir from Newman UMC in 
Alexandria provides music for the 
Memorial and Communion service 
held June 2 in the Gold Dome on 
Centenary's Campus during the 2013 
Annual Conference. Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey delivers her first 
Episcopal Address, right. Rev. Larry 
Stafford preaches during Sunday 
night's Memorial Service. 



‘Blessings in the Wilderness’ is 2013 Conference theme 


More than 1,000 United Methodists 
from around the state gathered at 
Centenary College in Shreveport June 2-5 
for the 2013 Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

Worship services and teaching ses¬ 
sions throughout the event were centered 
on the conference theme, “Blessings in 
the Wilderness.” Exodus 34:10 served as 
this year’s inspirational scripture for the 
theme. 

Guest teaching sessions were led by 
Bishop Gregory Palmer, Episcopal leader 
of the West Ohio Area of The United 
Methodist Church. Bishop Palmer spoke 
in the Gold Dome on June 3 during 
evening worship and on Tuesday morn¬ 


ing of Annual Conference. 

A total of $485,034 was pledged by 
local churches, each turning in a financial 
and ministry commitment form for the 
“Bless the Children” initiative during 
Monday night’s worship service. 
Commitments of money and service for 
ministry impacting children were selected 
by each local church. These pledges will 
be expended either within their own com¬ 
munities, or in a larger mission field, dur¬ 
ing the 2013-2014 year. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey deliv¬ 
ered her Episcopal Address on Monday 
morning, focusing on newly adopted 
Core Values for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Bishop Harvey said that 


ascribing to the five core values of 
Integrity, Accountability, Unrelenting 
Love for All People, Courage and Risk, 
and Holding Nothing Sacred But the 
Mission will assist the conference in “liv¬ 
ing into its vision for a preferred future.” 
The full address is posted online at 
www. la-umc. org 

Our continued concern for the elimi¬ 
nation of global diseases was woven 
throughout the conference, particularly as 
delegates celebrated the March 2 
Louisiana Skeeter Run, when more than 
2,500 volunteers, walkers and runners 
participated in 10 runs throughout the 

See Conference, page4 
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Mission, Vision and Core Values of 
the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church 

Editor’s Note: The following information was introduced and 
discussed by Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey during her 
Episcopal Address, delivered the morning of June 3 during the 
2013 Louisiana Annual Conference in Shreveport. 

MISSION 

The mission of the Louisiana Annual Conference is to make dis¬ 
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

VISION/PREFERRED FUTURE 

Compelled by Christ's love, we the people, lay and clergy lead¬ 
ers of the Louisiana Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church are: 

• Leading others into abundant life in Christ. 

• Engaging with our surrounding communities locally 
and globally in significant ways. 

• Learning, living and telling the gospel story to the 
nations. 

• Reaching out and drawing in people from all walks of 
life resulting in vibrant, alive and vital congregations. 

CORE VALUES 

In order to live into our vision for our preferred future, we will 
live and lead with: 

INTEGRITY 

• We will describe honestly what we see with grace and 
compassion. 

• We will be guided and directed by missional purposes. 

• We will be forthright and transparent in all that we do. 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

• We will measure our actions and decisions by their 
connection to our mission. 

• We will be accountable to each other for this connec¬ 
tion to purpose. 

UNRELENTING LOVE FOR ALL PEOPLE 

• We will place the needs and interests of people before 
the needs and interests of the institution. 

• We will prioritize transformative relationships over 
sustaining buildings and budgets. 

COURAGE AND RISK 

• We believe that new times call for new actions. 

• We are willing to trust ourselves and each other, and 
risk acting in new and courageous ways in order to 
transform a dying institution into a vibrant movement of 
faith and action. 

HOLDING NOTHING SACRED BUT THE MISSION 

• We will be open to the creative movement of God's 
spirit, not institutional priorities, in order to serve the 
mission. 



Conference seeks Youth Ministry Strategist 


The Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church is seeking a 
Youth Ministry Strategist to serve as part of 
the conference team. A detailed job 
description and a job application are posted 


on the conference website and may be 
linked to at http://www.la- 
umc.org/news/detail/1040 

The deadline for the submission of the 
application is no later than July 17, 2013. 


2013 “Mission u” slated July 17-20 


Mission u: Learning Together for the 
Transformation of the World , slated for 
July 17-20 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, is an opportunity to study cur¬ 
rent issues impacting society and to grow 
in understanding of 
the mission of the 
church in the current 
world context. 

Studies give particu¬ 
lar attention to the 
responsibilities of 
women in the fulfill¬ 
ment of mission 
work of the church. 

Each “Mission u” 
event offers classes 
on topics covering 
three areas. All adult 
attendees participate 
in the Spiritual 
Growth study and 
then choose either 
the Geographic or 
Issue study. Each 
study is scheduled 
for a minimum of 
eight hours of class 
time; a secretary takes roll at each session. 

“Mission u” events are held every sum¬ 
mer, take place across every United 
Methodist conference, and are organized 
by conference United Methodist Women 


leadership. The following study leaders 
have been lined up for this 2013 school: 

Spiritual Growth: The Call: Living 
Sacramentally, Walking Justly 

Rev. Francey Hooton, Academy for 

Spiritual Leadership 
and pastor of Eros 
UMC and Rev. Tracy 
MacKenzie, pastor of 
Horseshoe Drive 
UMC, Alexandria 
Geographic 
Study: The Roma of 
Europe 

Miok Fowler, 
Ed.D., Denver, 
Colorado; Rev. 
Bemie Johnson, dea¬ 
con, Baton Rouge; 

Dr. Jack O’Dell, pas¬ 
tor of St. Luke 
Simpson UMC in 
Lake Charles; and 
Rev. Inez Williams, 
deacon, New Orleans 
Issue Study: Poverty 
Rev. Willie 
Berman, GBGM 

missionary in Mexico 

For more information on Mission u and 
to register go to: 

http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detaiL 1728 
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Five ordained 
and six 
commissioned 
Tuesday night 

A Commissioning and Ordination 
Service was held Tuesday, June 4 at 7:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport. 

Three persons were ordained elders in 
hill connection with the conference. They 
are Betsy Bingham Eaves, John Raymond 
Kavanaugh, Jr. and Jared Roland Williams. 

Steve Norman London and Christopher 
Hartley McLain were ordained deacon in 
hill connection with the conference. 

Colleen Allison Bookter, Albert Warren 
Clihon, Joy Lynn Comeaux, Bertrand 
Griffin II and Marissa Sue Teauseau were 
commissioned as provisional elders. 

Emily Elin Bankston was commis¬ 
sioned as a provisional deacon. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey served as 
preacher for the service, using the sermon 
title “Choosing the Higher Road.” 

Immediately following the service, a 
reception for ordinands, those commis¬ 
sioned and retirees was held in Bain Hall 
at First UMC, Shreveport. 


Local pastors and 
lay ministers 
recognized June 4 

The recognition of Local Pastors, those 
completing the License to Preach School 
and those receiving lay ministry certifica¬ 
tion was held June 4 in the Gold Dome 
during the afternoon session of conference. 

Ten people were recognized for com¬ 
pleting the License to Preach School. 

They are Charles Emerson Balthrop, 
Charlotte Ann Birdwell, Anthony John 
Bouligney, Joshua Roy Elder*, Samual J. 
Hubbard II*, Doris (Deanne) Hargis 
Johnson, Cynthia D. Kaupp, Roseanne 
Osborne, Janis Karen Seifert* and Sandra 
Ann Williams. Those receiving their first 
appointment are designated with an aster¬ 
isk (*). 

Linard Craig Davis, Anna Kate Rawls, 
Rachel H. McConnell Switzer and Stephen 
Michael Zuber completed the License to 
Preach School in previous years and 
received their first appointment this year. 

Edward Lee Cooper was appointed as a 
local pastor this past year ad-interim. 

Recognized as local pastor having com¬ 
pleted the Course of Study School is 
Richard Paul Varner. 

Recognized as certified lay ministers 
are Charles Emerson Balthrop and Randall 
Wade Dailey. 


2013 Daughenbaugh - Matheny scholars honored 



Robert Green 



Tamara Johnson 



Alexandra Hornsby 



Nicole Sanders 



Abigail Dillard 




Logan Settoon 



Robin Chailland 


Jordan Johnson 


Amanda Price 




Alissa Brown 




Nathaniel Dauphin 
Shreveport 


Calvin Davis 


Ryan Elledge 


Kaitlyn Squires 


Benjamin Green 




Emma Viskozki 



Abbie Woods 



Kristen Young 


The recipients are listed below by the 
school each is attending: 

Centenary 

Alexandra Hornsby, Nicole Sanders, 
Abigail Dillard, Victor James Robert, 
Paige Pritchett, Katelyn Briscoe, Logan 


Settoon, Robin Chailland, Amanda Price, 
Cameron Brandao, Alissa Brown, 
Nathaniel Daauphin, Calvin Davis, Ryan 
Elledge, Benjamin Green, Kaitlyn 
Squires, Emma Vizkozki, Abbie Woods 
and Kristen Young. 


Dillard 

Robert Green, Tamara Johnson, 
Micolette Jackson and Jordan Johnson. 
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AWARDS 



Harry Denman 
Award - Clergy 

Rev. Michael McLaurin 



Harry Denman 
Award - Laity 

Sue Catchings 



Harry Denman 
Award - Youth 

Katelyn Delia 



Sojourner Truth 
Award 

Jessica Dauzat 


Congratulations to all of 
the 2013 Conference 
award winners who were 
recognized during the 
2013 Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United 
Methodist Church held in 
Shreveport June 2-5 


Conference, from page 1 

state to raise funds and awareness for 
Imagine No Malaria. More than $75,000 
has been raised for the cause to date. 

Conference members also signed peti¬ 
tions in support of the Global Fund to fight 
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. These 
petitions will be sent to Senators Mary 
Landrieu and David Vitter. 

At the 2012 session, conference mem¬ 
bers approved budget cuts that eliminated 
one district and several conference depart¬ 
ments. A Transition Task Force studied the 
changes, made recommendations and 
reported to the members on Monday; and 
that report can be found on the conference 
website at www.la-umc.org 

A Structure Revision Team, appointed 
to study our current structure as a confer¬ 
ence, also presented its findings and rec¬ 
ommendations, to date, to the 2013 ses¬ 
sion. 

A proposal to dissolve the Conference 
Ministry Team and move toward a strate¬ 
gic visioning entity known as the “Joshua 
Team” was approved by the members. 


The annual conference voted on four 
constitutional amendments that were 
approved at the 2012 General Conference. 
The amendments and the results of the 
voting can be found on the conference 
website at http://www.la- 
umc.org/pages/detaiF 1822 

The Memorial and Communion Service 
was held Sunday night in the Gold Dome 
on Centenary’s Campus. Rev. Larry 
Stafford, senior pastor of First UMC in 
Monroe, La. was the preacher for the serv¬ 
ice. More than $8,500 was raised through 
an offering for United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

Three persons were ordained elders and 
received into full connection with the con¬ 
ference during the Service of Ordination 
and Commissioning held Tuesday night at 
First UMC in Shreveport, with Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey serving as keynote 
speaker. During Ordination, two persons 
were ordained as deacon in full connec¬ 
tion. Five were commissioned as provi¬ 
sional elders and one was commissioned 
as provisional deacon. 

An offering was collected Monday 


evening in the amount of $3,047 and dedi¬ 
cated to the United Methodist Youth 
Service Fund. Tuesday night’s offering 
taken during the Ordination Service will 
help with the cost of providing our ordi- 
nands with a trip to the Holy Land. 

Appointments for 2013-2014 were 
fixed on Wednesday, including the 
appointment of the incoming Baton Rouge 
District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Van 
Stinson (who replaces Rev. Dr. Ralph 
Ford) and incoming Monroe District 
Superintendent, Rev. Ellen Alston (who 
replaces Rev. Lynn Malone). Dr. Ford is 
appointed as the new Director of 
Administrative Services for the Louisiana 
Annual Conference, replacing Rev. Larry 
Miller. Rev. Miller will now serve as sen¬ 
ior pastor for University United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge and Rev. Malone 
will serve as senior pastor for First United 
Methodist Church, Monroe. 

The Alexandria District is being elimi¬ 
nated and those churches currently in the 
district are splitting and moving into the 
Acadiana, Lake Charles, Monroe and 
Shreveport districts. 






2013 Class of Retirees 

Louisiana United Methodist Annual Conference 


Bazer 


Breaux 


U> 

Dilworth 


Dunbar 


Billings 


Fortuna 


Hoover 


Kelly 


Corse 


Robinson 


Milliron 


Smith 


The 2013 class of clergy retirees were honored June 5 dur¬ 
ing the traditional “Passing of the Mantle” service, held in the 
Gold Dome on Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey led the congregants in the 
recognition and blessing of the retirees. 

Rev. Ed Dilworth represented the retiring class and placed 
the ceremonial mantle over the shoulders of Rev. Betsy 
Eaves, who represented the new full member class. 


Stafford Willis 


The members of this year’s retiring class included the fol¬ 
lowing pictured persons: Revs .Judith Bazer, Connie Breaux, 
Charles David Billings, Jr., Paul M. Corse III, Ed Dilworth, 
Walt Dunbar, Dave Fortuna, Joe Hoover, Steven R. Kelly, 
Terry Love, Thomas May, Lee McKinzie, Doug Milliron, 
Mary Ann Robinson, Dottie Smith Larry Stafford, and Bill 
Willis. 


Love 


May 


McKinzie 



Sarah Schoeffler 
Award 

Connie Bouligny 
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In Memoriam 

Clergy Spouses 
Mary Kathryn Blackwood 

1932 - 2013 
Faye Turner Blakely 

1915-2012 

George Kinkade Cutrer 

1933 - 2012 
Irene Williams Davis 

1926-2012 
Viola L. Davis 

1934 - 2012 

Edith Childars Edwards 
1914-2012 
Debbie Finch 
1962-2012 

Laverne Davis Mouser 

1922 - 2012 

Angeline Elizabeth Peyton 

1921 - 2013 

Retta Strickland Poole 

1930 - 2013 
Irene Reed 

Glenver H. Rowland 
1942-2013 

Catherine "Kitty" Wallace 

1925 - 2012 
Helen Williams 

1933-2013 

Clergy 

James Leland Adams 

1926 - 2013 
Silas Charles Byrd 

1925-2012 
Robert H. Chance, Jr. 
1957-2012 
Percell Church, Sr. 
1964-2013 

James H. Humphreys 
1937-2012 
Sidney Early Irving 
1948-2012 
John H. Lavo 

1931 - 2013 
William K. McDonald 

1935 - 2012 
Jimmie Dade Pyles 

1935-2012 
Fred Oswald Shirley 

1923 - 2012 

Herbert Austin Smith 

1922 - 1912 



Scenes from the 2013 Louisiana Annual Conference at Centenary College in Shreveport 



Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey presents a walking stick to Rev. Ellen Alston during a service recognizing the realignment of districts in the Louisiana Conference. Liturgical dancers 
from Newman UMC in Alexandria perform during the Sunday night Memorial and Communion Service. Bishop Greg Palmer of the West Ohio Conference speaks during Monday 
night's worship service. 
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Appointments 2013-2014 


ACADIANA DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

T. Edward Boyd, Jr. 

4 

Abbeville-Briggs 

John L.Vining 

17 

Berwick, First-Patterson 

Steven J. Porter 

3 

Berwick, Mason-Verdunville, 
Fitzgerald- Franklin, Mt. Zion 

(Joseph Holland Va PL) 

1 

Booneville Memorial 

(James E. Ray, Sr. Va PL) 

20 

Broussard, Faith Community 

Nancy E. Wofford 

4 

Bunkie: 

David Haas Memorial- 
White's Chapel-Evergreen 

S. Kemper Smith 

1 

Trinity 

(Mary L. Jones Va PL) 

10 

Cheneyville, St. Paul 

(Dianne Allen Va PL) 

2 

Crowley, First 

Charles W. Crews 

2 

Associate 

(Virginia Cutrer Va RL*) 

10 

Crowley, Wesley 

T.B.S. 


Clanton Chapel 

(Cyril A. Kirby Verret Va PL) 

25 

Eunice, First-Iota-Church Point 

(William V.Turner FL) 

2 

Franklin, First-Jeanerette, 
McGowen 

(Susan C. Pugh FL) 

6 

Houma: 

Bayou Blue 

Monica Gayle Monk Va 

2 

First 

R. Don Ross 

6 

Mt. Vernon 

(Louis Augustine, III Va SY*) 

1 

Wesley 

(Terry A. Lindsey Va PL) 5 


Indian Bayou-Kaplan 

G. Larry Maxwell, Sr. Va RM * 

6 

Jeanerette: 

St. Paul-Franklin, Asbury 

(Darrel W. Briggs, Sr. Va PL) 

13 

St. Peter-Baldwin, Trinity 

(Junius Egby,Jr.% PL) 

1 

Lafayette: 

Asbury 

Richard H. Humphries 

4 

Associate 

Stephen D. Berger 

2 

Associate 

Susan M. Ferguson 

3 

Covenant 

Chris A. Blanchard 

7 

Minister of Visitation 

(Byron J. Aucoin, Jr. ¥2 PL) 

6 

First 

Mark B. Benge, Sr. 

3 

Associate 

(Fred M. Fraser < Va RA*) 

7 

Mallalieu Immanuel (Re-start)- 


St. 

Martinville, Mallalieu 

(Robert E. Johnson, Sr. FL) 

1 

Northwood 

(C. Ann Sutton) 

5 

Lecompte-Bayou Chicot- 
Cheneyville 

(Ross C. Ford, Jr. % PL) 

13 

Lettsworth, Scott Chapel 

Lottie, Wiley-Green Chapel 

(Leroy Brumfield Va RL*) 

4 

Marksville-Effie, Oak Grove- 
Simmesport 

(B. Carolyn Fletcher Va PL) 

2 

Mathews, Memorial 

Monica Gayle Monk Va 

2 

Melville-Palmetto-Krotz Springs 

(Gerry C. Phelps Va SY*)2 


Morgan City, Pharr Chapel- 
Walmsley 

(L. John Locascio FL) 

3 

New Iberia: 

First-Lydia-New Iberia, Mt. Zion 

Scott T. Bullock 

13 

St. James 

(Denise Smith Va SY*) 

1 

New Roads, First-Maringouin, 

St. Peter-Shiloh 

Stephen C. Fleming 

3 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana Memorial 

Stephen N. Fife 

2 

St. Mark 

Darlene A. Moore 

3 

Pecan Island 

T.B.S. 


Plaquemine: 

First-Grand River 

(Roy J. Price, III Va PL) 

1 

Hurst-Bayou Goula, St. Luke 

(Thomas A. Wesley Vi PL) 

30 

Rayne, Centenary-Ebenezer- 
Branch 

Charles L. Floyd, Jr. Va RM* 

13 

Port Barre 

T.B.S. 


Rosedale: 

Hartzell 

(Ulysse Stephens RA*) 

20 

Rosedale-Lottie, Wilson 

Memorial 

(Heidi Spell Va SY*) 

2 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary-Magnolia 

(Barry A. Whittington, Sr. Va PL) 

1 

First 

Ray L.Varnado 

1 

Waxia, St. Paul 

(Marvette J.Thomas Va PL) 

7 

BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Van A. Stinson 

1 

Amite 

David R. Melville, Jr. 

2 

Baker: 

Blackwater 

Marie P. Williams 

4 

Associate 

(Linda M. Hagan Vi RL*) 

6 

First-Greenwell Springs, Bethel 

E. Eugene Rives, Jr. 

10 

Baton Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Fred B.Wideman 

6 

Min. of Staff Development & 
Congregational Care 

Kenneth M. Carroll 

23 

Lead Pastor, Casual Service & 

Min. to Older Adults 

Augustus M. Allen 

9 

Min. of Sen. Care and 

Residential Ministries 

Lusinda M. Warren Va FD 

12 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

C. Shannon Sandifer Va FD 

5 

Camphor Memorial 

Clifton C. Conrad, Sr. 

3 

Associate 

Mary Ann M. Robinson Vi RF* 

8 

First 

Brady S.Whitton 

2 

Associate 

Kathryn McKay Simpson 

5 

Associate 

William Bradley Franklin 

5 

Associate 

Susie H.Thomas 

5 

Minister of Wholeness, Healing & Prayer 



Ann M.Trousdale Va FD* 

6 

Francis Asbury 

W. Odell Simmons Va RM* 

12 

Hope Community 

(H. Louis Jones Vi PL) 

12 


Hughes Memorial-Gonzales, 

St. Landry (Constance R. Saizon FL) 8 

Ingleside Jay C. Hogewood OF 2 

Jefferson Michael T. Head 2 

Associate (Stephen M.Zuber FL) 2 

Jordan Karl M. Clark 1 

Neely Arnold V. Brown 22 

Minister of Education Linda A. Joseph Va FD* 11 

St. Andrew's Juliet P. Spencer 3 

St.John's Juan C.Huertas 3 

Minister of Christian Formation Sarah W. Shoup Va FD 3 

St. Luke's Freddie C. Henderson Vi RM* 5 

St. Mark Derrick D. Hills 6 

Associate (Glorious M. Wright < Va RL*) 2 

University, William B. Reilly 

Memorial Larry G. Miller 1 

Associate Colleen A. Bookter PE 1 

Minister of Pastoral Care Carol A. Civils V* FD* 2 

Wesley Joe D.Connelly 4 

Minister of Care and Service Bernadine Johnson < Va FD* 3 

Clinton: 

Beech Grove (Inita L. Smith Va PL) 7 

First-Clear Creek Kenneth M. Graham, Jr. 6 

Mt. Zion-Ethel, St. Paul (Yvonne P. Dayries Vi RL*) 4 

St. Peter-Jackson Chapel- 

Mt.Carmel (Clark L. Clark Vi PL) 6 

Darlington Michael M.Townsend, II Va OF 2 

Day's-Center Larry D. Robertson Va RM* 17 

Denham Springs: 

First Robert L. Deich 7 

Associate Virginia P. Allen 5 

Associate (Stephen A. Hebert Va PL) 2 

Roberts Deborah B. Williams 6 

Faith Crossing Leslie G. Stephens 7 

Galvez, Carpenter's Chapel Joy L. Comeaux PE 1 

Gonzales, First Mark J. Goins 4 

Greensburg: 

Greensburg Kenneth R. Reed Vi RM* 3 

Wesley Chapel (Owen H. Peyton, Sr. Vi RA*) 2 

Greenwell Springs: 

Magnolia-Deerford Lewis M. Morris, Jr. 5 

St. Luke (Marguerite Jordan Rheams Vi PL)6 

Hammond, First Joseph M. Donakey 7 

Minister of Christian Education Lauren Frazier-McGuin < Va FD* 5 
Minister of Christian Education Herbert W. McGuin, III < Va FD* 5 
Huff Chapel (Milton E. Bourque, Jr. Va PL) 7 

Independence (Frank J. van Mullem Va SY*) 1 

Jackson-Ethel Kibbie E. Hatfield 4 

Kentwood Harry A. Harrington, Jr. Vi RM* 2 

Livingston Richard T. Stiltner Va RM* 3 

Loranger-Cooper's Chapel (David L. Bricker FL) 2 

Montpelier-Walker, Corbin (Donald R. Young Va PL)5 

Mt. Hermon (Percy M. Frazier Va RA*) 12 

Nesom Memorial (Reid G. Day Va PL) 5 

NewSong Frank S. Harris, III 7 

Associate Mark R. Martin 1 

Minister of Prayer and 

Counseling Cathy J.Arends < Va FD* 6 

Pine Grove (Owen H. Peyton, Sr. Vi RA*) 2 

Pine Ridge-Tangipahoa Kevin D. Smith OF 6 

Ponchatoula: 

First Michael D. McLaurin 3 

Wesley Chapel-Lee's Landing Spiller W. Milton Va RM* 4 

Port Allen, Scott (Willie Laws) 8 

Prairieville, Meadows Chapel (Mark A. Lubbock Va PL) 3 

St. Amant, Faithful-New River (Russell S. Clunan Va PL) 4 

St. Francisville Jan Holloway Curwick 3 

Associate Bradley W. Swire PE 2 

Slaughter-Bluff Creek (Betty A.McCarver Vi PL) 9 

Spillman, New Hope-Concord (Jesse L. Means, Jr. Va SY*) 42 

Springfield, First (Emile E.Tosso III Va PL) 9 

Tunica (Michael W. Clark Va PL) 7 

Walker: 

Walker (A. Jeffrey Hilliard Va PL) 5 

Mangum Chapel-James Chapel (Jimmie S. Parker Vi PL) 8 

Watson: 

AndrewChapel (Isaac L.Hammond,Jr. Va PL) 6 

Live Oak (Mark E. Crosby) 18 

Associate (Richard W. Davis Vi PL) 7 

Minister of Pastoral Care Rita M. Chiasson Va RD* 5 

Wilson, Wesley-Clinton, Asbury (Gregory McClay, Sr. Vi PL) 8 

Zachary: 

First Gregory R. Davis 11 

Minister of Pastoral Care Christine A. Roberts < Va FD* 3 

Moses Chapel (Vera J. Alexander Va PL) 3 

LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 

District Superintendent Steven M. Spurlock 6 

Alexandria: 

First Donald L. Wilkinson 1 

Horseshoe Drive Tracy L. Mackenzie 6 

Newman Joseph D. Awotwi 6 

St. Mark's (Trina E.L. Williams Va PL) 2 

Wilton (Mary L. Jones Va PL) 2 

Boyce: 

First (Lawanda F. Smith Va SY*) 1 

Lahey Chapel (David F. Nugent Va RL*) 10 

Union Chapel Sandra A. Williams Va OF 4 

Colfax-Alexandria,Trinity (Antonio E. Ranero Va PL) 3 

DeQuincy Gloria L. Youngblood 3 

DeRidder, First A. Wayne Evans 3 

Elton-Oberlin (Steven S. Bellard Va SY*) 5 


Florien: 


Hornbeck 

(William Rushton Black Va SY*) 

1 

Prospect-Macedonia 

(Charles E. Balthrop Va SY*) 

1 

Gueydan-Lake Arthur 

LaMarylis S. Cotten Va RM* 

4 

Hineston, Fellowship 

(Ronald G. Perry Va SY*) 

3 

Holly Grove 

(David Stewart Va SY*) 

8 

Hopewell-Pine Grove-Kinder 

(Sharon D. Harris Vi PL) 

3 

Iowa, First 

David R. DeWitt V2* 

21 

Jennings: 



Jennings 

Walter L. Parker, Jr. 

3 

Mallalieu 

(Kimberly A. Richard Va SY*) 

3 

Lake Charles: 



Fairview 

(Richard A. Baggett Va SY*) 

8 

First 

Weldon C. Bares 

4 

Associate 

(L. Craig Davis Vi PL) 

1 

St. Luke Simpson 

M. Jack O'Dell 

1 

Associate 

John Robert Black 

2 

University 

Charles R. Langford 

8 

Warren 

Davis W. Clark 

1 

Leesville: 



First 

Henry M. Hamilton, Jr. 

6 

Korean 

Kwan Young Kim Va OE 

2 

Mt. Zion 

T.B.S. 


Melder, St. Mark's 

(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr. Va SY*) 

39 

Merryville 

(Rickey D. Watson Va SY*) 

3 

Moss Bluff 

Joshua D. Milliron 

5 

Oakdale-Glenmora-Pine Prairie 

W. Mark Strickland 

5 

Palestine-Deville, Bethel 

Gerald R.Crise 

3 

Pineville: 



First 

Ricky L. Willis 

6 

Associate 

Jared R. Williams 

1 

Pleasant Grove 

James L. Elder Vi OF 

3 

Wesley 

(James E. Ray, Sr. Va PL) 

20 

Pollock-Liberty Chapel 

(Debra E. B. Hancock Vi SY*) 

1 

Raymond 

Richard O. Teeter V2 RM* 

3 

Roanoke 

(Christopher A. Hyde Va SY*) 

1 

Squyres-DeRidder, Wesley 

Heather Haussler Leyland 

3 

Sulphur: 



Henning Memorial 

Douglas L.Cain 

4 

Associate 

(Rachel H. McConnell-Switzer FL) 

1 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Eddie Carpenter 

2 

Sweetlake-Cameron, Wakefield- 



Grand Chenier 

James B. Moore 

8 

Vinton, Welsh Memorial- 



Sulphur, Maplewood 

Kathy C. Fitzhugh 

6 

Welsh: 



First 

(Pamela Fitch Roy) 

2 

Welsh, Jones 

T.B.S. 


Westlake 

Elizabeth M. Northen 

9 

MONROE DISTRICT 



District Superintendent 
*1 

Ellen R. Alston 


Ansley-Centerpoint 

(D. Edward Rushing, Jr. Va PL) 

5 

Atlanta 

(Kenneth W. Holt Va PL) 

3 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(M.CIelie Stone Va PL) 

3 

Bastrop: 



First-Collinston 

Henry R. Stone 

3 

Memorial-Mer Rouge 

Mollie A. McGee 

4 

Mt. Olive-St. Peter 

(Sonia D. Gee Vi PL) 

1 

Bernice-Beech Grove- 



Summerfield 

Johnie W. Adkins, Jr. Va RF* 

13 

Beulah 

(J. Dwight Boozer Va SY*) 

3 

Boeuf Prairie 

(Rex S. Barker Va SY*) 

5 

Calhoun, Mount Zion 

Richard L.Cockburn 

2 

Chatham 

(Lala B. Cooper Va PL) 

8 

Choudrant 

(Reginald D. Colvin Va PL) 

5 

Clay 

(John E. Finch, Jr. Va PL) 

8 

Columbia 

Benjamin N.McGehee 

2 

Couley-Sanders Chapel 

(Thomas G. May Va PL) 

13 

Crew Lake-Mangham 

(Marshall A. Sevier FL) 

6 

Crowville 

(W. Wayne Ray Va PL) 

2 

Delhi 

(Theodore S. Fine FL) 

1 

Douglas 

Jeremy S. Jones 

3 

Downsville 

(Lisa T. Mayo FL) 

3 

Dubach-Harmony Chapel 

(Donald W. Lanier FL) 

7 

Epps-Holly Ridge 

(J.Paul Laird Va PL) 

3 

Eros-Antioch, Eros 

C. Frances Johnson Hooton Vi 

2 

Farmerville 

Larry D. Norman 

1 

Ferriday, Sevier Memorial- 



Vidalia 

(Truman P. Stagg FL) 

1 

Grayson 

Dorothy J. Smith RM* 

3 

Hebert 

T.B.S. 


Jena, Nolley Memorial-Belah- 



Trout, Justiss Memorial-Eden 

Daniel M. Hixon 

3 

Associate 

(M. Amanda Carpenter Va PL) 

3 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson- 



New Hope 

Richard C. Hooton 

2 

Jonesville 

James L. Elder Va OF 

3 

Lake Providence-Pioneer 

(Newton M. Horne, Jr.) 

2 

Lawson Chapel 

T.B.S. 


Little Creek-Union 

(S. Dana Thrash Va PL) 

3 

Marion-Bird's Chapel 

(William E. Smith Va PL) 

5 

Monroe: 



First 

T. Lynn Malone, Jr. 

1 

Associate 

Jonathan M. Bevil PE 

2 

Associate 

J. Roddy Taylor Va RM* 

2 

Minister of Music 

Kem F. Alexander FD 

14 

Lea Joyner Memorial 

Larry Dean O'Dell 

3 

Associate 

(Betty L. Swanson Vi PL) 

13 

Memorial 

(W. Richard Turnley Va PL*) 

1 

Reveille 

(Marcelle F.Crow Va PL) 

10 

St. James 

(Thelma J. Stevenson Va SY*) 

5 
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St. Mark's 

Raymon L. Owens, Jr. 

2 

Dir. Christian Education & 



St. Paul 

(John E.Tellis, Sr.% SY*) 

2 

Outreach Ministry 

Dianne P. Wooden < % FD* 

2 

St. Paul's 

Timothy J. Neustifter 

2 

Rayne Memorial 

Carol S.Winn Crawford 

11 

Associate 

Chad D. Brooks PE 

3 

Associate 

Maximilian 0. Zehner Yz 

1 

Mt. Nebo-Mt. Sinai 

(Isaac Brown % SY*) 

6 

St. Luke's 

Irvin J. Boudreaux 

8 

Newellton 

(John H. Wilkins 'A PL) 

6 

St. Mark's 

(Anita C. Dinwiddie Yz PL) 

9 

Oak Grove-Kilbourne- 



Pearl River 

(Pattye D. Hewitt FL) 

4 

Locust Grove 

(Paul Curtis Carroll, Jr. FL) 

3 

Slidell: 



Olla-Urania 

(Aaron J. Carpenter, Jr. FL) 

3 

Aldersgate 

Gary D. Willis 

4 

Rayville 

Darryl A.Tate 3 / 4 

2 

Associate 

Lane C.Winn 

4 

Ruston: 



First 

Karl S. Klaus 

1 

Grace 

Hulen C. Warren, Jr. 

4 

Associate 

(Wade M. Landeche % PL) 

2 

Trinity 

Jerry G.Hilbun 

6 

Associate 

(Daniel Lund, III % PL) 

2 

Associate 

W. Brian Mercer 

13 

Associate 

(Tiffany S. Lyon % PL) 

2 

Associate 

Joseph Zhong Guo Y2 

10 

Hartzell Mt.Zion 

(Ernest E. Scott) 

12 

Minister of Music 

R. Michael Cloud FD 

21 

Sun 

(Paul M. Corse, III % RL*) 

5 

Wesley Chapel-Quitman 

(Charles R. Penuell V2 PL) 

3 

The Well 

Matthew B. Rawle 

1 

St. Andrew's-Oak Ridge 

Rhonda E. Feurtado 

1 

Vacherie 

(Terry A. Lindsey V 4 PL) 

5 

St. Joseph 

Peggy B. Foreman 

2 

Varnado 

(Lawrence K. Benson, Jr. % RL*) 

8 

Sicily Island-Harrisonburg 
Simsboro: 

Howard L. Hudson, Jr. Yz RM* 

3 

Waldheim 

(Christopher S. Fryou FL) 

9 

Antioch 

(Steven Joe Koskie, Jr. V 4 PL) 

6 

SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 


Memorial-Salem 

(Danny D. Baskin FL) 

4 




Tallulah 

(James W. Reid) 

3 

District Superintendent 

Donald R. Avery 

4 

West Monroe: 



Arcadia, First-Mt. Mariah 

William A. Moon, III 

4 

Asbury-Claiborne 

M. Stuart Sherman 

3 

Associate 

(Perry D. Anderson V 4 PL) 

3 

Faith-Wilhite 

Ted D. Freeland 

3 

Arizona-Colquitt 

(Willard W. Moore % SY*) 

7 

First 

Jon E.Tellifero 

6 

Athens 

(John M. Korlaske V 2 PL) 

2 

Associate 

(Shawn T. Hornsby FL) 

5 

Benton: 



McGuire 

W. Scott Adams 

2 

Benton 

Daniel P. Gleason 

3 

Minister to Families and Youth 

Christopher H. McLain 3 A FD 

4 

Associate 

(Cheryl L. Nelson < % RL*) 

2 

Winnfield 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 

4 

New Light-Bonchest-Mansfield, 



Winnsboro 

John G. Hankins PE 

6 

Pleasant Valley 

(Oscar E. Player 3 A) 

24 

Wisner-Gilbert 

(Frances 1. Guy Yz PL) 

14 

Bienville 

(Jack Sutton % SY*) 

12 

Woodlawn 

(Bill Strawbridge % RA*) 

1 

Bossier City: 



NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 


Asbury 

Associate 

Ramonalynn W. Bethley 

Kenneth D. Norton 3 A RM* 

2 

3 




Barksdale 

(Kendall R. Docter%PL) 

3 

District Superintendent 

Hadley R. Edwards 

2 

Fellowship-North Highlands 

(Thomas E. Dungan FL) 

1 

Angie, Wesley Ray- 



First 

David B. Dietzel 

9 

Mary's Chapel-Live Oak 

Terrence S. August 

9 

Associate 

Ashley J. McGuire 

5 

Belle Rose, St. James 

(Elva Jacobs Yz PL) 

12 

Brushwood-Heflin 

(Edward L. Cooper 3 A PL) 

2 

Bogalusa: 



Campti, St. Paul-Clarence, 



Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 

Thomas E. Dolph 

4 

Mt. Zion 

(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr.! A SY*) 

14 

Thirkield-Harry's Chapel 

(Louis A. Smith V 4 PL) 

23 

Castor 

(Stephanie A.T. Kidd V 4 PL) 

7 

Buras, Trinity 

(David C. Carlton FL) 

5 

Cotton Valley-Whitehall 

(Bryan S. Dauphin 3 A SY*) 

10 

Chalmette, Covenant 

Jeff C. Duke 3 A 

2 

Coushatta, First-Coushatta, 



Convent, St. James 

(Gaynell R. Simon V 4 PL) 

18 

Wesley Chapel 

John R. Kavanaugh, Jr. 

3 

Covington: 



Cross Roads-Hall Summit 

(V. Leigh Adkins V 4 PL) 

2 

First-Bush 

Byron W. Putnam 

6 

Doyline 

(M.AIlyn Stroud V 4 SY*) 

4 

Fitzgerald 

(L. Michael Palermo 3 A PL) 

2 

Gibsland-Gibsland, Oak Grove 

(L. Wayne Howington Yz RA*) 

4 

Destrehan, St. Charles 

Timothy E. Lawson 

3 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile A. Rousseau, Jr. 3 A OF 

13 

Donaldsonville, First-Lutcher 

(Barbara J. Beaumont % PL) 

13 

Greenwood 

(Laura E. Nusbaum Yz PL) 

3 

Donaldsonville, St. Peter 

(Gaynell R. Simon V 4 PL) 

7 

Haughton: 



Franklinton: 



Haughton 

(Caroline M. Wilkinson Yz PL) 

1 

Centenary 

(Steven W. Bush FL) 

3 

Love Chapel 

Jean Mack Sanders 

4 

Fisher 

T.B.S. 


Haynesville-Old Shongaloo 

Charles L. Christensen PE 

2 

Hayes Chapel 

(Barbara C. Gibson 1 A PL) 

1 

Homer, First-Homer, 



Winan 

La'Sheena S.S. Simmons 

1 

Wesley Chapel 

Roy Bryan Moore 

6 

Golden Meadow-Grand Isle 

(Christan L. Thomas FL) 

3 

Ida 

(Sandra R. DeFatta V 4 PL) 

3 

Gretna 

Timothy M. Smith 

7 

Keithville 

(Richard P. Varner Yz PL) 

1 

Harahan, St. Paul's 

Erica R. Jenkins 

2 

Lisbon 

Terry C. Willis % RM* 

9 

Kenner: 



Logansport: 



El Mesias 

H. Elizabeth LoveTu'uta 3 A 

1 

Logansport-Bethel 

Jonathan S. King 

3 

First 

H. Elizabeth LoveTu'uta V 4 

3 

Mt. Zion-McDonald 

(Linda B. Gatlin Yz PL) 

8 

Associate 

(J. Karen Seifert V 4 PL) 

1 

Mansfield: 



Thomas 

(Kaseem N. Short 3 A PL) 

2 

First-Grand Cane 

Jacqueline E.C. King 

3 

Lacombe 

(Wanda L. Smith Yz RL*) 

2 

Director of Service & Outreach 

Mary Jo Babcock V 4 DM* 

6 

LaPlace, First 

(Regina B. Hickman) 

5 

Shady Grove 

(Samuel L. Neal Yz PL) 

4 

Luling 

Wayne G. Taylor 

6 

Wesley 

(Anna Morris Jackson 'A PL) 

5 

Lutcher Chapel 

(Alton Preston Y» SY*) 

1 

Many, First 

Elaine M. Burleigh 

2 

Madisonville, North Cross 

Lamar C. Oliver 

3 

Marthaville, Beulah 

(Rosanne Osborne Y 4 SY*) 

2 

Associate 

(Kathy A. Pfleider Yz PL) 

3 

Minden: 



Mandeville: 



First 

John A. Cannon 

7 

Newell 

(Nolan M. Robinson V 4 PL) 

23 

Associate 

(Linda K. Shepherd V 4 RL*) 

11 

St.Timothy-on-the-North Shore 

James R. Mitchell 

19 

Lakeview 

Leon A. Boggs 

5 

Associate 

(Joshua R. Elder % PL) 

2 

Pine Grove 

(Jerry G. Brannen Yz PL) 

8 

Associate 

(Samuel J. Hubbard, II Y 4 PL) 

2 

Pleasant Valley 

(James W. Kennedy V 4 SY*) 

7 

Associate 

Jimmy L. Owens 

3 

Montgomery-Montgomery, 



Associate 

(Carol R. Richardson FL) 

12 

Mt.Zion 

(Doris H. Johnson V 4 SY*) 

3 

Pastor Emeritus 

J. Lawrence Maddin 3 A RM* 

14 

Mooringsport-Oil City 

(Robbin D. Haley 3 A PL) 3 


Metairie: 



Natchitoches: 



Korean 

Leo S. Lee 3 A OE 

5 

Asbury 

Karli D. Pidgeon Yz 

3 

Munholland 

M. Eugene Finnell 

11 

Emmanuel-Rosa 

(Asriel G. McLain % SY*) 

2 

Associate 

John H.Tu'uta 

3 

First 

Douglas B. de Graffenried 

4 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

M. Janet Davis V 4 FD 

3 

Associate 

(M.B. Linda Clark Yz PL) 

3 

St. Matthew's 

Jeffery D. Conner 

5 

Oak Grove-Proven cal-Weaver 

John R. Foster 3 A OF 

13 

Napoleonville, Wesley- 



Pilgrim Rest 

(Samuel L. Bradley V 4 PL) 

21 

Wood lawn 

(Marguerite D. Jenkins Yz PL) 

3 

Plain Dealing 

(John J. Downs, Jr. YiSY*) 

4 

New Orleans: 



Pleasant Hill-Pelican 

(Jerry G. Wood Yz RL*) 

3 

Algiers-Belle Chasse 

Rebecca D. Conner 

5 

Ringgold 

(William F. Foster FL) 

1 

Asbury-St. Matthew 

Simon Chigumira 

3 

Shiloh-Longstreet-Keatchie 

(R. Dean Register, Jr. V 4 PL) 

9 

Aurora 

James W. Barrett, Jr. 

3 

Shreveport: 



Bethany 

Anice N. Moses 

1 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth W. Irby 

9 

Associate 

(Marva L. Mitchell % RL*) 

3 

Associate 

Marissa S.Teauseau PE 

1 

Boynton 

(Kermit C. Roberson FL) 

7 

Associate 

Kathy S. Wafer PE 

12 

Carrollton-Metairie 

Jon M. Lord 

8 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe, Jr. 

6 

Cornerstone 

E. Andrew Goff 

4 

Associate 

(Anna Kate Rawles FL) 

1 

First Grace 

Shawn M. Anglim 

7 

Ellerbe Road 

(Christmas C. Wilbur FL) 

3 

First Street PW-Williams Ross 

Martha M.Orphe 

5 

Fairfield 

(Donny R. Nedd V 4 PL) 

3 

Associate 

(Lisa C. Fitzpatrick < 'A PL) 

2 

First 

R. Pat Day 

21 

Haven Trinity 

(Charles E. Washington V2 PL) 

7 

Associate 

Jonathan W. Beck 

8 

LaHarpe Thompson 

(Ronald J. Southall ¥2 PL) 

3 

Associate 

Derek R. Joyce 

6 

Lake Vista 

Norwood N. Hingle, III 

15 

Associate 

Lisa E.L.Turnbull 

3 

Mt.Zion 

Sonya R. Lars PE 

2 

Director of Children & Pre-Teen 



Parker Memorial 

William E.Thiele, Jr.% OF 

7 

Ministry 

Emily E. Bankston PD 

1 

Peoples-Brooks Shaw Temple 

Eunice Chigumira 

6 

Director of Fine Arts 

(Will K. Andress RL*) 

3 

Philips Memorial-Hartzell 

Elenora M.Cushenberry 

7 

Scholar in Residence 

Donald A.Webb< %RM* 

21 




Minister to Senior Adults 

Carl E. Rhoads, III % RM* 

6 


Grace Community 

Associate 
Associate 
Minister of Outreach 
Lakeview 

Mangum Memorial 
Noel Memorial 

Associate 

Minister of Congregational Care 
Coordinator of Missions/ 
Outreach 
Northpoint 

Associate 

Round Grove-Keithville, 

Fairview 

St. James 

St. Luke's 

St. Paul 

Summer Grove 

Sibley 

Springhill 

St. Maurice 

Strange 

Vivian 

Walker's Chapel 
Zwolle: 

Haskin Chapel 

Zwolle, First-Bayou Scie 


Roger H. Templeton 2 

A. Warren Clifton, II PE 2 

Betsy B. Eaves 1 

Steve N. London < Y» FD* 3 

M.Theresa McConnell 5 

John M. Higginbotham Jr. 2 

Wybra J. Price, II 2 

(Jo Ann Cooper FL) 2 

Mary M. McDowell FD 4 

Rachel L. Scott < V 4 DM* 8 

Steven W. Fowler 7 

Pamela G. Crews 3 A FD 3 

(MarionS. Hills V 4 PL) 4 

Cheri Lee Godwin 5 

Barry Hoekstra 1 

Bertrand Griffin, II PE 2 

Mark A. Bray 5 

(Milton K. Geltz V 4 PL) 9 

(William H. McLain FL) 3 

(Lawanda F. Smith % SY*) 6 

T.B.S. 

Sharon D.Zehner 2 

T.B.S. 

(KaTina Y. Lane % PL) 5 

(Nathaniel R. Langford FL) 2 


SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS WITHIN CONFER¬ 
ENCE STRUCTURE 


Conference Staff 

Provost, Director of Connectional Ministries 



Donald C. Cottrill 

BR 

11 

Coordinator of Ordained Ministry 

John Edd Harper FD 

BR 

11 

Executive Director of Administrative Services/ 



Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician 

W. Ralph Ford 

BR 

1 

Director of Disaster Preparedness 

Darryl A.Tate 

MN 

8 

Director of Church Development & Transformation 




Robert A. Weber 

SH 

2 

Center for Pastoral Excellence 




Director of Academies 

C. Frances Johnson Hooton Yz 

MN3 

Mentor Emeritus 

John M. Winn, Jr., RM* 

NO 

24 

Director of Center for Pastoral Excellence 




W. Craig Gilliam 

SH 

11 


Faculty and Administrators of United Methodist Theological Schools and 
Other Educational Institutions 

Associate Professor, Curriculum & Instruction, LSU 

Ann M.Trousdale FD BR 

Assoc. Prof. Of History Of Christianity & UM Studies, 

Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa, OK 

Ellen J. Blue NO 

President/Founder, The Jefferson Circle 

David G. Triekett NO 

Director for Professional Discernment, Centenary College 

Valerie Olson Robideaux FD SH 
Professor, Bossier Parish Comm. College 

Dawn B. Young FD SH 


Campus Ministers 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Lafayette AC 

Wesley Foundation, Southern Univ. 

(Willie Laws) BR 8 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana State Univ. 

Andrew D. Sutton PE BR 3 

Wesley Foundation, Southeastern La Univ. 

(Emile E.Tosso, III V 2 PL) BR 9 

Wesley Foundation, McNeese State Univ. 

Angela C. Bulhof LC 11 

Wesley Foundation, Grambling State Univ. MN 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Monroe 

T. Alan Johnson PE MN 7 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana Tech Univ. 

Scott E. Wright MN 16 

Wesley Foundation,Tulane University 

Maximilian O.Zehner NO 11 

Wesley Campus Ministry, NSU Karli D. Pidgeon Yz SH 2 

APPOINTED TO OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES 

The Methodist Church of Ireland Shannon C. DeLaurea BR 5 

Baltimore-Maryland Lysbeth B. Cockrell 3 A MN 4 


SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO 
EXTENSION MINISTRIES 

Armed Forces and Veterans Administration Chaplaincy 
U.S. Army, Active Duty Chaplain, Ft. Polk, LA 

Joseph E. Hamilton AC 6 

U.S. Navy, Command Chaplain M. Quinn O'Bannon BR 9 

U.S. Navy, Chaplain, Warrior Transition Program 

Todd W. Mallory SH 2 

Health Care Fields, Community Service Organizations and Other Related 
Ministries 

Paracletia, Inc. Cathy J.Arends FD BR 10 

Chaplain & Bereavement Counselor, Cornerstone Hospiceand Lakeland 
Reg. Med. Ctr., Lakeland, Florida Deborah L. Drash BR 7 

Baton Rouge General Medical Center 

Janet D. Hogstrom Yz FD BR 3 

Chaplain of Oncology and Supportive Care Services, 

East Jefferson General Hospital, Metairie, LA 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin FD BR 5 


9 

12 

2 

6 

9 
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Chaplain, Dixon Correctional Facility 

James W. Jones RM BR 13 

SLU Sims Memorial Library Herbert W. McGuin, III FD BR 5 

Staff Chaplain, UAB Hosp., Birmingham, AL 

Virginia D. Millet BR 19 

Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless, Exec. Dir. 

Randall K. Nichols BR 10 


Shreveport Chamber Linda K. Broderick PD SH 2 

Director,Them Bones Ministry David F. Fortuna < 'A RM SH 5 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO OTHER VALID 
MINISTRIES 


Home Missioner 

Director of Volunteer Services, UMCOR Sager-Brown 

William Dudleson AC 

Transferred In 

None 


McMains Children's Developmental Center 

Christine A. Roberts Vi FD BR 3 
Chaplain, Memorial Hospital, Lake Charles 


David R. DeWitt 

LC 

21 

Chaplain, Harris County Psych. Center, Houston,TX 

A. Swindell Hodges, Jr. LC 

15 

Chaplain, Hermitage of Northern Virginia, Alexandria, Virginia 

Katherine G. Howell LC 

2 

Chaplain, Houston Hospice, Houston, TX 

Daniel H. Miller 

LC 

16 

Exec. Director, LifeHouse Ministries, Ruston, LA 

Cathy Brewton PD 

MN 

3 

Chaplain, Dir. Of Spiritual Life and Pastoral Care 
Methodist Children's Home Edith L. DeVilbiss PE 

MN 

3 

Chaplain, Legacy Meridian Park Medical Center 

Jose' Garcia 

MN 

4 

Assistant Chaplain, Methodist Children's Home 

Joseph Zhong Guo Vi 

MN 

1 

Manager, Facility Information Commons and Affiliate 
Instructor, School of Practical Theology 

S. Brian Yeich 

MN 

2 

Hospice Chaplain, St. Catherine's Hospice, LaPlace 

Alfred C. Bakewell, III 

NO 

5 

Core Trainer,The People's Institute of Survival and Beyond 

C. David Billings, Jr. NO 

7 

McFarland Institute, Chaplain W. Jefferson Hospital 

Barbara S. Duke 

NO 

8 

Director, CPE Program, Valley Baptist Medical Center 
Cindy M.Graber 

NO 

3 

Director, Belief-Focused Care & Healing, Springfield, IL 
Roy B. Nash RM 

NO 

14 

Wesley Comm. Center, Atlanta, GBGM 

William C. Taylor 

NO 

31 


Seeds of Light Patricia Teel Bates < 'A RD SH 5 

Executive VP, Greater 


Appointed to Attend School 

None 

Incapacity Leave 


(Thomas C. Beeler FL) 

BR 

7 

K. Dale Hensarling 

BR 

5 

Lorris M. Wimberly 

BR 

5 

Barry D. Dennis OF 

MN 

6 

Lance E. Brown PM 

NO 

16 

David J. Sheehan 

SH 

3 

Voluntary Leave of Absence 

Tamlyn J. Aubushon FD 

BR 

4 

Lylln G. Brinkman DM 

BR 

3 

John G. Deschner 

BR 

2 

Michael L. Hammett 

BR 

4 

William N. Sheffield, III 

MN 

3 

Gregory G. Mann 

NO 

10 

Erin J. Oliver 

NO 

3 

Cory Sparks 

NO 

4 

Karen F. Williams 

NO 

2 

Bryan S. Dauphin 

SH 

12 

Beverly H. Connelly 

SH 

3 

Transitional Leave of Absence 

None 


Deaconesses 

Executive Director, UMCOR Sager-Brown 

Kathlyne Kraiza 

AC 

Director of Outreach Ministries, UMCOR Sager-Brown 



Elna Jo Sheetz 

AC 

Community Ministries, Baton Rouge 

Hallique L. Dawson 

BR 

Outreach Ministries, South Coast Community Outreach 



Virginia Baker 

NO 


Transferred Out 

Jackie Holmes, Jr. Mississippi July 1,2013 



First UMC in 
Shreveport presents 
Les Miserables 

The full 
Broadway 
version of 
the musi¬ 
cal, Les 
Miserables, 
will be 
staged in 
the Emmett 
Hook 
Center on 
the campus 
of First 
United 
Methodist 
Church, 

Shreveport, July 12-21. This will be one of 
the first community presentations of the 
musical in the South. 

This staging will include a cast of 
65 singers and a professional orchestra 
of 22, all under the musical direction of 
Dr. Will Andress and stage direction of 
Richard Folmer. 

The Emmett Hook Center is a new, 
state-of-the-art theatre built by the 
church, at the corner of Common Street 
at Milam, in downtown Shreveport. 

The show’s performances will be at 
7:30 PM on July 12, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
and 20 and at 3:00 PM on Sundays, 

July 14 and 21. Tickets are $14 for 
children/students, $18 for seniors/mili¬ 
tary, and $22 for adults. Group dis¬ 
counts are available. 

Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.emmetthookcenter.org or by 
phoning 318-429-6885. 



Leadership Excellence Advancement Program 


The United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana 
congratulates these pastors who have completed 
the intensive, two-year LEAP course. 

They have studied a myriad of leadership issues, 
including improving communications, strategic 
planning from mission to vision, and shaping a 
generous church culture. 


Rev. Elaine Burleigh 

Dr. Steve Fowler 

Rev. Mark Goins 

Rev. Jan Holloway Curwick 

Rev. Erica Jenkins 

Dr. Jack O’Dell 

Rev. Lamar Oliver 



Dr. Wybra Price 
Rev. Roger Templeton 
Rev. Donnie Wilkinson 
Rev. Gary Willis 
Rev. Ricky Willis 
Rev. Nancy Wofford 
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(800) 256-9317 or (225) 346-1535 
information@umf.org 
www.umf.org 

















Visit the 
Conference 
website 
at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Three women, three ministries 



Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Episcopal leader for the Louisiana Annual Conference, ordains Rev. Betsy Eaves as an 
elder in full connection on June 4, 2013 at First United Methodist Church in Shreveport, La. Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, 
Betsy’s mentor, lays hands on the ordinand’s shoulder during the liturgical act. They are joined by Rev. William 
Peeples. Photo by Brian Lewis Photography. 

Three United Methodist women clergy share ‘firsts’ 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, 
Episcopal leader for the Louisiana 
Annual Conference, ordained Rev. Betsy 
Eaves as an elder in full connection on 
June 4, 2013. Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, 
Betsy’s mentor, laid hands on the ordi¬ 
nand’s shoulder as a blessing during the 
liturgical act. 

Ordination is held in Louisiana at 
annual conference every year. As with 
this year, the worship service is usually 
held at First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport. This particular event, howev¬ 
er, was unique in that the first candi¬ 
date—a woman—ordained by 
Louisiana’s first woman bishop was men¬ 
tored by the first woman ordained in the 
Louisiana Conference. 

This fairly remarkable coincidence is 
accompanied by other circumstances 
which make the story even more interest¬ 
ing. 


“Before I even knew Carole Cotton 
Winn, she was my mentor,” said Bishop 
Harvey, who was, in part, endorsed for 
the episcopacy by the South Central 
Jurisdictional Women’s Leadership Team. 
“Carole’s long standing leadership in the 
jurisdiction was significant and I had fol¬ 
lowed her career with interest.” 

Cotton Winn’s service as an ordained 
elder began 42 years ago in June of 1972. 
Prior to that event, she had been ordained 
as a deacon in 1970. 

Going before her in ordination in 
Louisiana was Rev. Lea Joyner, who was 
ordained in the Methodist Protestant 
Church in 1939. That was the year of the 
uniting of The Methodist Protestant 
Church, The Methodist Church South 
and The Methodist Church North. Only 
the Methodist Protestant conferences 
were ordaining women at that time. The 
vote during the union of the three 
Methodist denominations was to deny 
any further ordinations of women. Rev. 


Joyner had stepped through a door in 
1939 that closed behind her to any other 
women seeking ordination. 

It was not until the vote of The 
Methodist Church at General Conference 
in 1956 that women were allowed to be 
accepted as candidates for ordained min¬ 
istry in The Methodist Church, clearing 
the way for Cotton Winn to work toward 
and receive ordination. “I felt a strong 
calling to be an advocate and mentor for 
those early women who were also knock¬ 
ing on the door of ordination in the con¬ 
ference,” she explained. 

Years after her ordination, while serv¬ 
ing on the Louisiana Conference Board 
of Ordained Ministry, the parents of one 
female candidate thanked Cotton Winn 
for speaking up for young women. 
“During an interview with that candidate, 
one of the ministers asked their daughter 
what she would do if she should get mar- 

See Three Women, page 8 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Reflections from the backside of annual conference 


It has been a little over a month since 
the 43rd session of annual conference. 

I was very anxious about annual con¬ 
ference but your hospitality provided a 
sense of calm at a very anxious time. You 
were so incredibly welcoming and 
embraced Dean, Elizabeth and me with 
the love I have grown to know is part of 
your DNA. The opportunity to meet with 
clergy, laity, extension ministers, retirees, 
local pastors and associate members was a 
gift. I was finally able to put faces and 
names together. And friends, I am blessed 
beyond measure. 

After annual conference I travelled to 
Houston for the graduation of my best 
friend’s daughter and spent the weekend 
with old friends. As much as I enjoyed 
being with you, it was nice to be in a place 
where I could just be "Cynthia," attend a 
graduation party and visit with my four 
year old friend who was just interested in 
sitting in my lap, reading books and play¬ 
ing. She does not care that I am a bishop 
or whether I am following parliamentary 
procedure. She was just interested in 
"being" with me and I with her. 

A few days later I had the privilege of 
preaching the opening session of the Rio 
Grande Annual Conference. It was like 
being with family and old friends, 
although I knew few of them. I preached 
in "Spanglsih," drawing from my past and 
honoring the legacy of so many who have 
paved the way for someone like me to be 
able to serve as a bishop in the United 
Methodist Church today. They were wel¬ 
coming and celebrated with me the gift of 
serving with you in Louisiana. 

On June 17-21, we gathered in Fort 
Worth for a series of meetings with the 
College of Bishops, the Jurisdictional 
Committee on Episcopacy and Bishop’s 


Week with cabinets, 
lay leaders and board 
of ministry leaders 
from across the juris¬ 
diction. It was a fan¬ 
tastic week. We spent 
time exploring the cul¬ 
ture of call and the 
changes we are experi¬ 
encing as a denomina¬ 
tion. We are moving 
from a pipeline way of 
calling our leaders to 
more of an ecosystem which is much less 
linear, influenced greatly by our surround¬ 
ings, and requires much greater respon¬ 
siveness. . .and I might add, creativity, to 
the way we call clergy and laity to life 
and work in our churches. 

I had the privilege the following week¬ 
end to preach at First Grace in New 
Orleans. It was the BOMDDIGGITY! I 
felt as though God’s kingdom had come 
on earth as in heaven. 

Some people think that things slow 
down after annual conference but it was¬ 
n’t until July 4th week that I was able to 
catch my breath. I had not picked up a 
golf club in many years but we spent three 
glorious days playing golf. Granted, I am 
not a very good golfer (it might even be a 
stretch to call myself a golfer) but loved 
spending time with Dean. We surprised 
ourselves! I had time to breathe in all that 
God had provided the weeks before. I 
realized that in the midst of the calendar, I 
had gone from one thing to another and 
had hardly paused long enough to take it 
all in. How incredibly important is this 
time of Sabbath when we can simply BE 
and take in all that God has given us to 
sustain us for yet the next “run” at life. 

I returned energized and ready for 



Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey 



N. O. local pastor named 2013 CNN Hero 


Rev. Lisa Fitzpatrick, executive director 
of APEX Community Advancement, Inc. 
and associate pastor of First Street PW- 
Williams Ross UMCs in New Orleans, was 
recognized July 19 as a 2013 CNN Hero! 

APEX was formed for the purpose of 
supporting, innovating and creating pro¬ 
grams and services focusing on the needs 
of young people ages 5-25 in the New 
Orleans community (some of the youth 
shown in photo, above) Developing the 
skill of conflict resolution, volunteers work 
with young people to facilitate positive 
social interaction, teaching the necessary 


verbal and non-verbal communication 
skills to resolve conflict and develop rela¬ 
tionships. Visit www.CNNHeroes.com to 
see the story and video, or link to the story 
from the Louisiana Conference website at 
www.la-umc.org 

APEX has opened its new permanent 
facility at 2019 Simon Bolivar Ave. in 
Central City, New Orleans. The facility 
was the previous site for Peoples UMC. 
Find out more about this worthy organiza¬ 
tion which seeks to promote peace and rec¬ 
onciliation at www.apexyouthcenter.org 


what was before us - cabinet meeting in 
Lake Charles. Typically the cabinet meets 
in Baton Rouge or at the Wesley Center 
but we are trying something new. We are 
meeting in the districts and setting aside 
time one evening to meet with clergy and 
laity. We led with the question,“What 
would you have to do to live out the 
vision and preferred future?” We had a 
great conversation—learning, living and 
telling the gospel story. We will be com¬ 
ing to a district near you very soon. Our 
hope is to be in each of the districts prior 
to Annual Conference 2014. 

(seehttp ://www. la- 
umc.org/pages/detaiEl 899) 

I was reminded on the golf course last 
week that sometimes you cannot see 
where you are going. As I hit from the 
tee, most of the time, I could not see the 
pin. I had to trust the outline of the golf 
course on my score card and markers 
along the way to tell me the distance to 
the pin. I also learned, yet again, that not 
only did I have to have the right club but 
when I take my eye off the ball, I am like¬ 
ly to miss it completely and can even 
leave a giant divot on the course, damag¬ 
ing the course. I truly feel the Spirit mov¬ 
ing among us and leading us to greater 
things. But we must stay focused, keep 
our eye on the ball, read the markers 
around us, choose the right club and do 
our best not to create too much damage 
along the way. It is ok to miss the ball 
every once in a while and make a mistake, 
but next time you step up to the tee, you 
must realign your stance. 

The Bible does not talk much about 
golf, but it certainly does talk a lot about 
keeping your eye on the one who will 
lead you through the wilderness. I am 
delighted that you have embraced the 


Vision and Core Values (on the confer¬ 
ence website at http://www.la- 
umc.org/pages/detaiE1884), but might I 
remind you that even the greatest vision 
and core values are but a clanging symbol 
if we are not faithful to the deep call we 
each share. 

Deep Call 

You are the God who makes extrava¬ 
gant promises. 

We relish your great promises 

offidelity 

and presence, 

and solidarity, 

and we exude in them, 

Only to find out, always too late, 
that your promise always comes 
in the midst of a hard, deep call to 
obedience. 

You are the God who calls people like 
us, and the long list of mothers and 
fathers before us, 

who trusted the promise enough to 
keep the call. 

So we give you thanks that you are a 
calling God, 

who calls always to dangerous and 
new places. 

We pray enough of your grace and 
mercy among us 

that we may be among those 
who believe your promises enough 
to respond to your call. 

We pray in the one who embodied your 
promise and enacted your call, even 
Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers of Walter Brueggemann 
In Christ, 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
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Rev. Fred Wideman, pastor of Broadmoor United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, stands in front of the church sanctuary with, left to right, Eugene Collins and Drs. 
Pierre Manya and Simeon Kashala. Drs. Manya and Kashala, physicians for HIV/AIDS clinics in Africa, recently visited the Louisiana Conference, presenting at local 
churches, speaking to civic organizations and visiting Louisiana agencies working to increase awareness of the disease. Collins serves as Region 2 Coordinator for 
Louisiana’s Office of Public Health STD/HIV program. Photo by Betty Backstrom. 


Congolese doctors serving in HIV/AIDS clinics tour Louisiana Conference 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

A recent visit made to the Louisiana 
Conference by two Congolese doctors 
working in HIV/AIDS clinics in Africa 
shed light on the struggles faced in the 
global fight against the killer disease. 

“The doctors gave me—a seasoned pub¬ 
lic health professional—a new outlook. 
Seeing the work they did in a war zone, 
and often by motorcycle, has taught me 
that complaining is not the answer,” said 
Eugene Collins, Region 2 Coordinator for 
Louisiana’s Office of Public Health 
STD/HIV program. 

Collins accompanied Drs. Pierre Manya 
and Simeon Kashala on a tour of the con¬ 
ference which included presentations at 
local United Methodist churches, speaking 
to civic organizations, appearing before the 
Baton Rouge city council, and visiting 
Louisiana agencies working to increase 
awareness, education and services to com¬ 


bat the growth of HIV/AIDS. During their 
stay, the two doctors also assisted Collins 
with a field HIV/AIDS testing exercise. 

The visit and related events were spon¬ 
sored by the Louisiana Annual Conference, 
the HIV/AIDS Alliance for Region Two, 
Family Services of Greater Baton Rouge 
and other faith communities. 

“Drs. Manya and Kashala are faithful 
men committed to fighting the killer dis¬ 
eases of poverty—HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis 
and malaria. They work in challenging set¬ 
tings each and every day bringing hope to a 
people in need of hope,” said Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Episcopal leader of 
the Louisiana Conference. 

“The doctors made reference to all of 
the services our state has in place for the 
fight against HIV/AIDS. Often, we feel we 
don’t have enough. Hearing from Drs. 
Manya and Kashala about how few 
resources they work with leads me to say 
that we should appreciate what we have, 


because others may have far less,” said 
Eugene Collins. 

He also expressed his appreciation for 
the involvement of the United Methodist 
churches of Louisiana in the statewide 
efforts to combat HIV/AIDS. “The impact 
of the church in this fight is huge. Having 
such a large group like The United 
Methodist Church join this fight adds 
validity to the work that we do with the 
Office of Public Health.” 

The strong interest exhibited by 
Louisiana’s United Methodists in the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic stems in part from 
alarming statistics about the disease and the 
city of Baton Rouge, the state’s capital. 
According to 2011 data from the federal 
Centers of Disease Control and Prevention, 
Baton Rouge has the highest per capita rate 
of new AIDS cases nationally. New 
Orleans, roughly 80 miles southeast of the 
state’s capital, ranks fourth in new cases. 

“The Louisiana Conference has taken a 


deep interest in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS. Since our inaugural testing 
event launched in the fall of 2009, United 
Methodist churches statewide have expand¬ 
ed testing efforts and have continued to 
hold World AIDS Day events. The confer¬ 
ence has also developed a manual and 
DVD which allows us to share the system 
we have developed for hosting testing 
events, making the process easier for other 
conferences,” said Margaret Johnson, chair 
of the Louisiana Conference Global Health 
Initiative. Johnson added that the manual 
and DVD were created with the assistance 
of a grant provided by the Domestic 
HIV/AIDS Fund for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

Recognized by the denomination for its 
efforts, the Louisiana Annual Conference 
received one of five inaugural United 
Methodist Global AIDS Leadership Awards 
during the third international Lighten the 
Burden Conference in October of 2010. 


Extend an invitation to a missionary to your church this 


Sending missionaries to the "ends of the 
earth" sometimes means they come here to 
Louisiana. Three missionaries will be itin¬ 
erating through the Louisiana Annual 
Conference this summer and fall. They 
could be a guest at your church! They are: 

Marjorie Hurder 

Marjorie is completing a two-year 
assignment in Utah as a US2. She has been 
dividing her service time between organiz¬ 
ing a food pantry and organizing communi¬ 
ty advocacy programs. Marjorie is return¬ 
ing to her home in Baton Rouge for a sum¬ 
mer break before continuing her education 
at Wesley Seminary in Washington D.C. in 
the fall. She is available from the end of 
July to Aug. 22 to Wesley Foundations and 


young adult groups to connect those hear¬ 
ing a call to mission to our Global 
Misssion opportunities. Contact Marjorie at 
marjoriehurder@gmail.com or 
revann70507@gmail.com for scheduling 
information. 

Marsha Alexander 

Marsha serves as the director of Asbury 
College on the island of Anda in the 
Phillipines. Asbury College is a United 
Methodist-related school that begins with 
elementary instruction and extends to col¬ 
lege-level instruction. She will spend the 
next three months here in the states, visit¬ 
ing families and telling her stories to con¬ 
gregations. She will be in Louisiana Sept. 8 
-19. Her visit will start in the Lake Charles 


area at University UMC. She will be avail¬ 
able to other churches in the conference. To 
schedule Rev. Alexander, please contact 
Rev. Ann Sutton at 
revann70507@gmail.com. 

Joseph and Marilyn Chan 

There is a special place in the heart of 
every Louisianian who has ever been to 
Cambodia for Joseph and Marilyn Chan. 
Joseph serves as a church developer and 
district superintendent. Marilyn serves as 
the Director of United Methodist Women 
in Cambodia. They will be in Louisiana 
Sept. 12-19. Ken Musick is coordinating 
their visit and can be reached at 
ken.musick72@gmail.com. 

Without traveling far, hosting a global 


summer and fall 

missionary it is a way to touch what God is 
doing on the other side of the world. 

Bio and picture links: 
http ://www.umcmission. org/Leam- 
About-Us/News-and- 

Stories/2012/April/Marj orie-Hurder-US-2- 
in-Salt-Lake-City 

http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore- 
Our-Work/Missionaries-in- 
Service/Missionary-Profiles/10772Z 
http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore- 
Our-Work/Missionaries-in- 
Service/Missionary-Profiles/Chan-Joseph 
http ://www.umcmission. org/Explore- 
Our-Work/Missionaries-in- 
Service/Missionary-Profiles/Chan-Marilyn- 
Sovann 
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Youth director serves as Haiti Response Plan team coordinator 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Sarah Marsalis Luginbill may have 
returned to Louisiana from Haiti in June, 
but her heart is still in the country strug¬ 
gling to recover from a powerful earth¬ 
quake that hit in January of 2010. 

Luginbill is back in Shreveport serving 
alongside her husband Scott as co-director 
of youth ministry for Grace Community 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
after six months working as the United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) team coordinator in Haiti. Sarah 
held the six-month position as a part of the 
Haiti Response Plan, a three-year initiative 
approved by the General Board of Global 
Ministries and United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in October 
of 2010. 

“The first four months were so busy,” 
said Luginbill. “During those months, we 
hosted more than 100 teams.” Since the 
response plan’s inception, a total of 450 
teams and 4,300 volunteers have traveled 
to Haiti to help rebuild the impoverished 
Caribbean country that suffered unprece¬ 
dented loss of life and property. 

Luginbill explained that UMCOR offers 
up to $3,500 in matching project hinds for 
each team. This helps to provide at least 
$7,000 to be used on each response project. 
“This collaboration between UMVIM and 
UMCOR is the first of its kind,” she said. 

In her position as team coordinator, 
Luginbill worked with team leaders to pre¬ 
pare them for “each step of the mission.” 
Every logistical detail was handled ahead 
of time, from matching teams with a con¬ 
struction site to making sure that all lodg¬ 
ing needs and supplies were provided. 
“Once a team landed on the ground, they 
were mine,” she said, adding that this kind 
of support helped to “reduce anxiety.” 

LuginbilTs journey to Haiti began with 
her first Louisiana VIM mission during 
spring break of 2010, just months after the 
deadly earthquake happened. “The sights 
were shocking on that first trip. There were 
shabby tents on the road medians, rubble 
everywhere, crumbled buildings, heaps of 
garbage. At that time, the port was not 
functional. And there was no large machin¬ 
ery to help with response,” she explained. 

Continued next page 
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Some of the most important tasks in the 
early stages of the response included mov¬ 
ing rubble, providing medical teams and 
offering educational help on treating water 
and cleaning techniques to prevent cholera. 
“The local Methodist churches really 
stepped up, assisting with teaching the 
Haitians about water treatment,” added 
Luginbill. 

Subsequent missions over the next three 
years drew her closer to the people of Haiti 
and to the church’s mission in that country. 
During that time, there were a variety of 
experiences for Luginbill, many of them 
preparing her for the job of team coordina¬ 
tor. Most unexpected was a head-on car 
collision in the spring of 2012 involving 
her LAVIM team and a motorcycle. 
“Amazingly, we were all unscathed,” she 
said. 

Response Plan Project Coordinator Tom 
Vencuss, who worked with Luginbill dur¬ 
ing her time in Haiti, noticed Sarah’s abili¬ 
ty to remain “cool under pressure.” Later 
that year, he sent her an email, encouraging 
her to apply for the team coordinator’s 
position. 

“My first response was ‘No’. I truly felt 
called to youth ministry,” said Luginbill. 
“But then my husband Scott encouraged 
me to do it. And then my pastors said that I 
just had to apply, because the example it 
would set for the youth could be very posi¬ 
tive.” 

So she applied for the job, and was 
hired to start the position on Jan. 1, 2013. 

“I had two weeks to prepare!,” she said 
with a laugh. 

As Luginbill explained, over the last six 
months, Haiti has “captured my heart.” “It 
is so hard to put into words. I still have a 
difficult time communicating these feel¬ 
ings. It’s just something you ‘get.’ Your 
body’s going back to America, but your 
heart is staying in Haiti.” 

She admits to having very mixed feel¬ 
ings about returning home. “When I was in 
Haiti, I missed Scott so much. And I 
missed the youth at Grace Community. 

But, I came to love so many people ... the 
ladies who cooked for us at the Methodist 


Guest House; Gerta, who did our laundry 
and took care of me if I was sick; Nathalie, 
the 21-year-old daughter of one of the 
cooks, who attended church with me 
online; Jessica, the 10-year-old girl who I 
helped with swimming and computer les¬ 
sons. I would miss them all, and I still do.” 

Prior to the earthquake, the United 
Methodist Church played an important role 
in the life of Haiti. United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) has been 
active in Haiti for over 30 years, addressing 
needs in education, health and housing. 
“There were 111 Methodist schools and a 
number of medical clinics. The response 
effort is helping to rebuild all of those min¬ 
istries. UMCOR is also providing lots of 
micro-loans for business startups,” said 
Luginbill. 

The main focus of the response plan is 
to rebuild homes and to provide help with 
safe water programs, community health 
efforts, education, reforestation and devel¬ 


opment of agriculture, she added. “Right 
now, teachers and farmers are needed as 
volunteers.” 

Luginbill is excited about efforts to 
establish computer labs with the use of 
low-energy lap tops, which is important in 
a country where energy is at a premium. 
“Also, a new way of building houses has 
been developed, using light-weight build¬ 
ing blocks partially made from Styrofoam. 
You can build an entire home for around 
$4,000 using these materials.” 

Reentry into daily life in the United 
States has been challenging at times. “My 
perceptions of everything are completely 
different now. The other day, while jog¬ 
ging, Scott and I saw a water main that had 
burst on the street. Water was flowing 
everywhere. I got chocked up because it 
was clean water, and all I could think of 
was the Haitian people washing vegetables 
in filthy water,” she said. 

While living in Haiti, Luginbill was 


reminded daily of the extreme poverty and 
pain suffered by its people. “I lived in con¬ 
stant heartache for them. Yet, they are a 
people of great faith with a boundless spirit 
of hospitality. Such beautiful, hardworking 
people who exhibit amazing joy.” 

Luginbill is convinced that Haiti will be 
her lifelong mission. Those sentiments are 
shared by her husband Scott. “As long as 
we are alive, it will always be this way. I 
don’t know what that means for the future, 
but I can’t wait to see what’s in store.” 

Sarah is grateful to Grace Community 
UMC for sending her to Haiti, giving her a 
six-month leave of absence, and for saving 
her job until she returned. “My SPR com¬ 
mittee would have done anything to 
encourage me to go, and I will always 
remember that. I will forever be changed. It 
was painful, because God wasn’t just mold¬ 
ing me, He was chiseling me! It was 
incredible, and I would do it all over again 
tomorrow.” 



Sarah Marsalis Luginbill is back in Shreveport serving alongside her husband Scott as co-director of youth ministry for Grace Community United Methodist Church 
after six months working as the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) team coordinator in Haiti. Sarah held the six-month position as a part of the general 
church’s Haiti Response Plan. On page 4: Luginbill is shown (top photo in cap) purifying water in La Gonave, Haiti with a Louisiana VIM team from Louisiana Tech’s 
Wesley Foundation; LAVIM team is shown removing rubble in Tapion; Luginbill is pictured, center, with a team of interpreters used to work with volunteer teams in 
Haiti. On page 5: Top, children play near an abandoned fishing boat in Source a Philippe; students sing the Haitian national anthem during assembly at one of the 
many Methodist schools in the country; LAVIM volunteers helps with health assessments in Source a Philippe. Photos provided by Sarah Luginbill. 
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LAVIM team brings Vacation Bible School to Mexican churches, orphanage 

A 12-member Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team led by Archie Corder from St. Mathew’s United Methodist Church in Metairie served in Reynosa, Mexico from June 
10-14. The team organized several Vacation Bible Schools, traveling to three local churches and to Casa Hogar Benito Juarez, a Reynosa area orphanage. The team 
coordinated its efforts with Willie Berman, Manos Juntas and VIM director for Mexico, and local pastor Rev. Maria Elena. 


Positions Available 

MacDonell United Methodist Children’s Services, Inc., 8326 Main St. in Houma, 
is seeking to fill the position of President/CEO for this non-medical group home for 
adolescent children. 

Applicants must be a Licensed Master Social Worker with at least five or more 
years of progressively responsible experience in a program for at-risk or troubled 
youth. The president’s responsibilities include supervision of: casework and child¬ 
care programs; financial and administrative matters; fundraising; maintenance of 
building and grounds; and must maintain a good working relationship with local 
church groups, social service agencies, courts and local and civic organizations. 
Please send resume with salary requirements by Aug. 2 to MacDonell 
Children Services, Attn: Mr. Doug Holloway, Board Chair, 8326 Main St., 
Houma, LA 70363 or fax (985) 868-8474. 


The Commission on the General Conference is seeking a worship and music 
director for The United Methodist Church’s 2016 General Conference. The 
deadline for applying is August 19, 2013. 

The top legislative body for the 12 million-member denomination will meet May IQ- 
20, 2016, at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland, Ore. The worship and 
music director is responsible for the overall worship and music program manage¬ 
ment at General Conference. 

Those interested in applying may view the position description and addition¬ 
al details at http://gc2016.umc.org/WorshipMusicDirectorApplication. 
Application materials should be sent to Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of 
General Conference, shotchkiss @gcfa.org, P.O. Box 340029, Nashville, TN, 
37203-0029. 


Make plans to join other Louisiana 
United Methodists as Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey leads a group to the 
Holy Land Jan. 13-22, 2014. 

Part of the group will be new ordi- 
nands, who travel to this holy region as 
the guests of the Louisiana Annual Conference. Find out more about this exciting 
and memorable opportunity on the conference website at http://www.la- 
umc.org/console/files/oForms_YJ7JB6/2014_Holy_Land_Trip_ Brochure_2YTD- 
JPQ8.pdf 


Recordings of 2013 Annual Conference Available 

If you missed the 2013 Louisiana Annual Conference held in Shreveport this past 
June, you can still enjoy recordings of certain sessions by ordering them from JM 
Productions in Shreveport. You may contact JM Productions at (318) 797-1007 or 
access the order form at 

http://www.la-umc.org/console/files/oForms_YJ7JB6/Order_Form_A4GD3F47.pdf 



St. Matthew’s plans marketplace 


St. Matthew’s United Methodist 
Church, 6017 Camphor St. in Metairie, 
will host its annual “marketplace” Oct. 12 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. This event funds the 
church’s local and national missions 
including the Methodist Home for 
Children, the North Rampart Community 
Center, the Dulac Community Center and 
the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot. 


Shoppers will find a Country Store, plants 
and flowers, crafts, jewelry, fresh produce, 
frozen entrees and lots of homemade food 
to be enjoyed at “The Marketplace at St. 
Matthew’s.” Vendor booths are available 
by calling (504) 888-1155 or visiting 
www.stmatthewsumc.com for the applica¬ 
tion and information sheets. 



Lake Charles UMW holds tea 


The Lake Charles District United 
Methodist Women enjoyed fun and fellow¬ 
ship during "Hats, Gloves, Petals and 
Pearls Tea" held on the afternoon of June 8 
at Moss Bluff United Methodist Church. 
The event was attended by UMW members 
and community friends, as well as ladies 
from Alexandria District UMW units and 
the Louisiana Conference UMW president, 
Barbara Ferguson. 

Music was provided by the flutist duet 
of Sally Matson and Nicole Spell. Guests 


enjoyed a variety of teas and treats served 
on tables laden with silver and china. 
Appreciation is extended to Anne Fields 
for organizing, decorating and preparing 
many of the sweets and treats. Admission 
was an optional donation from the wish list 
of the Southwest Louisiana Children’s 
Home. Items donated included art sup¬ 
plies, books, games, stuffed animals, 
underwear, pajamas, slippers, shorts, shirts 
and money. 
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Coppit to serve as LAVIM resource assistant 


Due to some recent team cancellations, there are several weeks in 
2013 available fora mission experience at UMCOR Sager Brown 

in Baldwin, La. 

Weeks available include Aug. 4-9, Aug. 11-16, Aug. 18-23, Sept. 2- 
6 and Sept. 8-13. If you would like to reserve space for a team or 
need more information, please email volunteers@sagerbrown.org 
or call (337) 923-6238, ext. 202 and ask for Vickie Smith, 
Volunteer Program Manager at Sager Brown. 


Episcopal residence committee update 


The following is the first of several 
upcoming reports that will keep you, the 
laity and clergy of the Louisiana 
Conference, informed as to the work of the 
Episcopal Residence Committee. 

The committee was appointed last year 
in accordance with the Book of Discipline 
(paragraph 638) to oversee the functions of 
the Episcopal residence. Through inspec¬ 
tions and careful study of the current 
Episcopal residence, the committee deter¬ 
mined that the current Episcopal residence 
needed extensive repairs and modifications. 
The committee reported these finding to 
conference members during the 2013 
Louisiana Annual Conference in June and 
recommended that the existing Episcopal 
residence be sold along with the Episcopal 
residence in Shreveport and a new resi¬ 
dence be built or purchased in Baton 
Rouge. The majority of the delegates voted 
to concur with the recommendations of the 
Episcopal Residence Committee. 

The committee listened carefully to the 
input received from delegates during the 
2013 Annual Conference, and has held a 
series of meetings to address concerns and 
suggestions. Since our gathering in June, 
the committee proceeded with placing the 
Episcopal residence in Shreveport on the 
market. As a result of this action, the con¬ 
ference has an offer on the residence that is 
in line with the projections presented at 
Annual Conference. If all goes as expected, 


the sale of the Shreveport Episcopal resi¬ 
dence will be completed before the end of 
this summer. 

The committee also carefully researched 
recommendations for appraisers familiar 
with the Baton Rouge housing market. To 
facilitate the sale of the Baton Rouge 
Episcopal residence, the Episcopal 
Residence Committee selected an appraiser 
and has commissioned an appraisal of the 
Baton Rouge residence. In continued 
efforts to find the best representation possi¬ 
ble, the committee has issued a request for 
proposals through the Baton Rouge District 
area churches for real estate agents to rep¬ 
resent the Louisiana Annual Conference in 
the selling of the existing Episcopal resi¬ 
dence and/or the purchase of a new 
Episcopal residence. 

The Bishop has recommended to the 
Episcopal Residence Committee to strive 
to use as little of the annual conference 
contingency funds for this project as possi¬ 
ble. 

The Episcopal Residence Committee is 
working diligently to respond to the input 
of the annual conference, seeking the most 
expert information and guidance during 
this process. We will continue to keep you 
informed as the committee moves forward 
in its work. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Jim DeLaune 

Episcopal Residence Committee 


On behalf of the LAVIM Leadership 
Team, I am pleased to announce that 
Brenda Coppit will continue to work on 
our behalf in a new part-time position- 
Resource Assistant for Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission. Brenda brings many 
years of experience working with our 
LAVIM projects, resources and people; we 
are grateful for the expertise she will share. 

As the Resource Assistant for Louisiana 
VIM, Brenda will help revamp our website 
to include information about upcoming 
missions; post links to team blogs and to 
Jurisdictional and GBGM resources; and 
provide team leader materials including 
insurance information and downloadable 
forms. She will continue to forward emails 
about mission opportunities as well as 
answer emails and phone calls from people 
requesting information. In addition, she 
will help coordinate registration and prepa¬ 
ration for the January training event. 

Please bear in mind that Brenda will no 
longer work full-time for the Conference, 
and hence, will relinquish some of her for¬ 
mer duties. Although she can direct you to 
the appropriate sources, she will not obtain 
team insurance, make travel arrangements, 


It’s not too late sign up for the confer¬ 
ence sponsored Early Response Team 
Training, slated for Aug. 3 from 8:30-5 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 316 
Centerville St. in Denham Springs. 

The registration fee is $35, which 
includes meal, background check, snacks 
and materials. 

Not a first response group of emergency 
workers, nor a recovery rebuild or repair 
team; an Early Response Team fills a spe¬ 
cific need in the early days after a disaster 
to establish the presence of the church. 

Various tasks are assigned to an ERT by 


contact missionaries, plan mission projects, 
collect team forms or wire transfer money. 

The LAVIM Leadership Team is 
responsible for coordinating and guiding 
the Louisiana VIM program. As chairper¬ 
son, it is my honor to receive suggestions 
and comments that will be helpful to our 
transition into this new approach to VIM. 
We understand that all of us are seeking to 
continue LAVIM as a viable and vital min¬ 
istry of serving God by serving others. I 
invite you to share your comments with me 
and the Leadership Team as we journey 
together. 

Brenda’s contact numbers remain the 
same, BrendaCoppit@la-umc.org and 
(225) 346-1646. Beginning July 16, she 
will be available on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Brenda’s 
passion for this ministry and her wealth of 
experience will certainly ease our transition 
to the new LAVIM. If you have any ques¬ 
tions, do not hesitate to contact Brenda or 
me. 

Blessings, 

Diane Reich, chair 

LAVIM Leadership Team 
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those selected by the community to com¬ 
mand the response; but no task is more 
important that the purpose of ERTs, which 
is to provide a Christian presence, not a 
TASK. Offering that presence may be the 
most important thing a team can do. The 
team also takes further steps to prevent 
damage to a family’s personal property by 
tarping, debris removal and cleaning out 
flooded homes. 

Ken Musick will serve as trainer for the 
event. For more information visit the con¬ 
ference website at http://www.la- 
umc.org/pages/detail/1666 


Early response team training slated Aug. 


Make plans to attend 

I 

Youth Ignite! 


The Louisiana Annual Conference 
will host Youth Ignite! 2013 in the late 
summer in three separate locations 
throughout the state. Youth will worship 
together, meet new friends, enjoy music, 
play group games, swim and share lunch. 

The North Louisiana event, serving 
the Shreveport and Monroe Districts, is 
slated for Aug. 24 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Camp Forbing in Shreveport, La. The 
South Louisiana event, serving the Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans Districts, is to 
be held the same date and time at Camp 
Istrouma in Baton Rouge, La. The West 
Louisiana event, serving the Acadiana 
and Lake Charles Districts, will be held 
at the Uskichitto Retreat Center in 


LeBlanc, La. at a date and time to be 
announced. 

Youth in grades 7-12 and adult work¬ 
ers with youth are encouraged to attend. 
A registration fee of $30 provides lunch, 
t-shirt and programming. The deadline 
for registration is midnight on Aug. 19. 
After that date, a $15 late fee per person 
will be assessed. 

For more information and to register, 
visit the conference website at 
http://www.la- 

umc.org/console/files/oForms_YJ7JB6/Y 
outh_Ignite_2013_CE9I2WDRRegistrati 
on.pdf 



WESLEY center 

A Spiritual Retreat Center of the United Methodist Church 


Who do we SERVE? 

Churches 

Sunday School Classes 
United Methodist Women & Men 
Youth and Mission Organizations 
Individuals & Families 
Choir Clinics & Retreats 

What do we OFFER? 

Affordable Rates 
Deluxe Lodging 
Large & Small Meeting Spaces 
Spacious Outdoor Pavilion 
Paved & Straw Walking Trails 
Delicious Meals 

(318)449-4500 
2350 Methodist Parkway 
Woodworth, LA 71485 
www, T lie Wesle yCenter. com 



2013 Dates Are 
Still Available! 

Contact us today to plan your next 
event. 
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Three Women, from page i 

ried, inquiring as to how could she fulfill 
her role as an ordained minister. I spoke up 
and reminded those conducting the inter¬ 
view that they had not asked any of the 
men we were interviewing that question, 
and that it was not going to become a tar¬ 
get question for women.” 

Cotton Winn’s journey toward ordained 
ministry began with “a sense of a call” 
while attending Centenary College in 
Shreveport. After receiving her degree in 
1965, she became a US-2, serving for two 
years with the Board of Missions of The 
United Methodist Church. Those years 
included ministries with children and 
youth in the inner city of Nashville, Term. 

She followed the “unfolding call” to 
seminary in 1967 at Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU in Dallas, Tex. at a time 
when women were getting a Masters in 
Religious Education (MRE) and male stu¬ 
dents were getting a Bachelor of Divinity 
degree. She went to seminary with the 
intent of earning an MRE degree and 
working in the church as a Christian edu¬ 
cator. 

Throughout her three years at Perkins, 
Carole’s call began to evolve. “During the 
late 1960’s, the women’s movement was 
touching the lives of persons and institu¬ 
tions across the country. At that time, it 
opened my eyes and heart to an unknown 
fhture.” 

She made the critical decision to stay at 
Perkins for a third year, changing her pur¬ 
suit toward an MRE degree to a Masters of 
Divinity degree. Her next “life-defining 
decision” was to begin the process with the 
Board of Ordained Ministry to be ordained 
in the Louisiana Conference. 

During a 12-year period, she co-pas- 
tored two churches, First UMC in Houma 
and Aldersgate UMC in Slidell with her 
husband, Rev. John Winn. Bishop Bill 
Oden ultimately appointed her to the cabi¬ 
net of the Louisiana Conference and 
Cotton Winn served the Lake Charles and 
New Orleans Districts as superintendent, 
the first woman to do so in the conference. 

Adding to her resume of service, Carole 
was appointed the Director of the 
Academy for Spiritual Leadership for the 
conference. She held the position until her 
retirement in 2012. “The Academy offers 
various year-long retreat cycles which seek 
to deepen the faith journey of laity and 
clergy and raise up spiritual leaders for 
Christ. Since the Academy was started 14 
years ago, more than 575 persons have 
participated in the various offerings,” she 
said. 

Rev. Betsy Eaves was one of many who 
have been inspired toward ministry by 
Cotton Winn. “The blessing of being men¬ 
tored by Carole and ordained by Bishop 
Harvey is as much about who they are as 
people, as who they are as women. Each of 
us in our own way has overcome obstacles 
in responding to a call to ministry. Each of 
us has had people tell us we couldn't or 
shouldn't be on the path we were on, or in 
the roles we chose to serve. But, we have 
also been blessed by people - women and 
men - who affirmed our gifts, our passion, 
our spirit and our sense of call,” said 
Eaves. “I am indebted to these two women 
for being voices of ‘Yes, you can! ’" 


The new ordinand added, “Despite the 
short time Bishop Harvey has been our 
bishop, she has already become a support¬ 
ive colleague in ministry, one who has led 
by example and opened her heart to my 
heart." 

Eaves has been one of several women 
mentored by Cotton Winn, in both an offi¬ 
cial capacity as candidacy mentor and 
“unofficial” capacity of friend and support¬ 
er, according to Carole. “No doubt Betsy 
and I have the longest official role of my 
serving as mentor through the nine years of 
her journey to seminary and ordination. 
Throughout her process of taking seminary 
courses, Betsy maintained a high standard 
of excellence in ministry while serving on 
the staff of Centenary College, serving as 
mentor herself to college students. Our 
conference is indebted to her, for guiding 
with care and support many of the women 
and men who are now serving appoint¬ 
ments or serving in ways ‘deep and wide’ 
in local churches as active laity.” 

Serving since 2002 as chaplain for 
Centenary College, Eaves also directed the 
college’s Church Careers Institute and 
Christian Leadership Center. She is cur¬ 
rently appointed to Grace Community 
UMC in Shreveport as associate pastor. 

Adding to the list of coincidences con¬ 
nected to the June 4 ordination in 


Shreveport, Rev. Jared Williams, elder, and 
Rev. Chris McLain, deacon, are two former 
Centenary students mentored by Eaves 
who were ordained alongside her that 
evening. 

“Jared and Chris were among the many 
students in the Church Careers Institute 
and Christian Leadership Center walking 
with me during the eight years of my semi¬ 
nary work. It was challenging to juggle 
family and seminary and full-time ministry 
during those years. Jared and Chris offered 
me grace when I was exhausted, and were 
great at making me laugh at life. They 
stepped up as student leaders, sharing my 
work and ministry. It was wonderful shar¬ 
ing ordination with them,” said Eaves, who 
felt the two represented a host of students 
who “have loved me through my years at 
Centenary.” 

When asked about the significance of 
being ordained by a woman bishop, Eaves 
commented, “On some level, I don't want 
it to matter. People are people. But the real¬ 
ity is that living out a call to ministry, 
while carrying the responsibilities of wife, 
mother, daughter, daughter-in-law or sister 
have a certain uniqueness to them. And 
having a bishop who personally under¬ 
stands something about juggling all of that 
is pretty wonderful.” 

Rev. Cotton Winn was part of the 


Women’s Leadership Team which 
endorsed Bishop Harvey as a candidate for 
bishop in the South Central Jurisdiction. 

“In hearing her responses to our questions, 
it was clear to me that she brought the gifts 
that we needed in our Episcopal leaders. 

At the welcoming service for Bishop 
Harvey in Baton Rouge, La. last summer, I 
was sitting with Marie Williams and Lane 
Cotton Winn. Lane is my daughter, who 
serves as an associate pastor for Aldersgate 
UMC in Slidell. Marie and I are elders 
with more than 80 years of combined min¬ 
istry, and Lane is one of the many young 
clergy women beginning her first years of 
service. It was a heartwarming experience 
to receive a woman as our Area Bishop, for 
such a time as this.” 

Rev. Eaves had this to add: “I do 
believe it is incumbent upon women who 
hold leadership roles to model a healthy, 
vibrant balance in life that allows us to cel¬ 
ebrate and merge the best of all of the 
roles. I think we are blessed with a bishop 
who will help us do that. The modeling of 
such leadership by women is important to 
other women, but is just as important for 
the men of the conference. As taught in I 
Corinthians 12, we all need each other and 
the gifts, perspectives and experiences each 
brings. We are better together and our 
diversity makes us even stronger.” 



Generosity Pays! 


By creating a charitable gift annuity that 
ultimately benefits your church or favorite 
ministry, you can generate more income 
for the rest of your life! 

A charitable gift annuity offers: 

• fixed income for life 

• an immediate charitable tax deduction 

• support for your family and church 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


1 Where Faith and Money Come Together 


Charitable Gift 
Annuity Rate for 
a Single Donor* 

Age 

Rate 

70 

5.1% 

75 

5.8% 

77 

6.2% 

78 

6.4% 

80 

6.8% 

85 

7.8% 

90+ 

9.0% 


How do these rates compare 
with your CDs? 


Yes, generosity pays with a 
charitable gift annuity. 






















Holy Land Tour 
with Bishop Harvey 
Jan. 13-22 
visit 

http://www.la- 

umc.org/console/files/oForms_Y 
J7JB6/2014_Holy_Land_Trip_B 
roch u re_2 YTD J PQ8.pdf 

Register by Sept. 30 to 
receive early bird rates 
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Sunday School / 7 
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Foundation sponsors pastors for 


The United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana is sponsoring five young 
Louisiana pastors in the Advanced Pastoral 
Leadership program, a five-year training 
course designed to assist emerging clergy 
leaders in developing their potential for 
fruitful leadership. 


Participants for APL were selected from 
among those who are ordained in the 
United Methodist Church, serving in the 
Louisiana Conference, and have at least 30 
years of potential remaining service. Each 
applicant went through an extensive selec¬ 
tion process, submitting a sermon video, 


leadership class 

participating in an interview and obtaining 
affirmation from the District 
Superintendent and the Bishop. 

Participants for each group also were 
required to have exhibited gifts in leading 
their church in professions of faith, worship 

See Foundation, page 8 


Camping with a Cause 



Campers scale a climbing wall during GRACE Camp, held every summer at Uskichitto Retreat Center in LeBlanc, La. Those 
attending the event are children of incarcerated persons. Read more about this experience in the related article. 

Conference camp serves children of those in prison 


Attending summer camp is a common 
right of passage for children. Halcyon 
days filled with activities, friends and the 
beauty of nature provide lasting memo¬ 
ries for kids. 

The camp environment is an ideal 
place to provide a nurturing environment 
that is also educational and fun. Having 
this kind of experience is perhaps even 
more important for children who are at- 
risk. 

GRACE Camp, a five-day experience 
at Uskichitto Retreat Center in LeBlanc, 
La., is designed to minister to some vic¬ 


tims of crime that are often forgotten— 
the children of incarcerated persons. 

“These children have special needs, 
and the greatest of these is to know that 
they are loved,” said Gail Pickering, 
camp director. “GRACE Camp is a place 
where they experience the love of God 
and God’s people. It is a place to increase 
feelings of self worth and to explore spir¬ 
itual growth.” 

An outgrowth of Kairos Prison 
Ministries, the first GRACE Camp in 
Louisiana was held in August of 1999. 
The camp was the vision of Rev. John 


Johns, a United Methodist pastor in the 
Louisiana Conference. The experience 
came to life with the leadership of Rev. 
Lorris Wimberly, also a United Methodist 
pastor, and his wife Becky Wimberly. 
“Statistics have shown that 70 percent of 
the children of those incarcerated are 
very likely to end up in prison, them¬ 
selves, if some intervention is not done. 
The focus of GRACE Camp is to help 
break that cycle,” added Pickering. 

See Grace Camp, page 5 
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March on Washington 

Civil rights icon inspired by mother in 1963 



Edith Lee-Payne celebrated her 12th birthday listening to the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. give his ‘1 Have a Dream” speech in 
Washington, where she was photographed by Rowland Scherman, 
on assignment for the U.S. Information Agency. Photo courtesy of 
the National Archives. 


For her 12th birthday, Edith Lee-Payne 
got a gift from her mother that set the 
course of her life. 

Dorothy Lee brought her daughter by 
bus from Detroit to hear the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. speak on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial. For her 62nd birthday, 
she returned for the 50th anniversary of 
the 1963 march. 

This time she was more than a face in 
the crowd. 

Unknown to her for several decades, a 
photo snapped of her listening to King’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech became an icon 
of that march and the civil rights move¬ 
ment. She discovered the photo when a 
cousin saw it printed in a catalog along 
with other photos of civil rights heroes 
including King. 

“Learning about that picture five years 
ago was an affirmation for me that I was 
living my life’s purpose,” said Lee-Payne. 
“I have always been one to speak out and 
intervene when I hear or know of some¬ 
thing wrong.” 

Lee-Payne attends Hope United 
Methodist Church in Southfield, Mich., 
where she chairs the congregation’s 
church and society committee and is 
active in United Methodist Women. 

She brought her two granddaughters, 
Dejai, 14, and Destiny, 16, to the 2013 
anniversary March on Washington to pass 
along the gift her mother gave her. 
Famous face 

Her famous face is part of the display 
on the original march in the National 
Archives. That display is just yards from 
the U.S. Constitution. It is also painted on 
a mural on the side of legendary Ben’s 
Chili Bowl in northwest Washington. 

She was besieged by news media from 
around the world anxious to talk to some¬ 
one who had been at the march in 1963. 
She was interviewed by media from 


Germany, France and Spain, the A1 
Jazeera network, and many U.S. newspa¬ 
per and television reporters. Lee-Payne 
and her granddaughters appeared on the 
“Today” show with A1 Roker. She even 
met and had her picture taken again by 
Rowland Scherman, the photographer of 
the ’63 march who made her face a sym¬ 
bol. 

Because she understood the signifi¬ 
cance of that photo to so many people, 
she was honored to speak to as many peo¬ 
ple as possible. 

“I felt a commitment, an obligation to 
talk to people because it wasn’t about me, 
I just happened to be there. A lot of the 
people who were at the ’63 march are no 
longer here, like my mother. So somebody 
had to share their thoughts and tell the 
story of that day.” 

“In 1963, we were there for a purpose; 
it was a mission to bring attention to what 
was going on in the ’60s of the South. 


Wednesday 
(Aug. 28) could 
have been for 
the same thing 
considering the 
issues that our 
country is fac¬ 
ing now. But 
instead it was 
only a celebra¬ 
tion, it was only 
a commemora¬ 
tion, and I felt it 
should have 
been both,” she 
said. 

She was 
moved by 
President 
Barack 
Obama’s 
speech, espe¬ 
cially when he 
mentioned people from 50 years ago who 
were involved in the movement. 

“He mentioned maids, and it made me 
think of my mother because she was a 
domestic in 1963. It was like he was 
speaking about her. I felt really proud to 
see this African-American president 
standing where Dr. King stood; that spoke 
volumes about where we have come 
while knowing we have a long way to 
go.” Her mother, who went on to be a 
nurse, died in 1993. 

King was a leader who also had many 
followers, Lee-Payne said. “His message 
was so Scriptural; it was a message from 
God. He wasn’t self-promoting and 
because of that, he was respected so well 
by other religions and people from all 
walks of life.” 

Speaking truth to power 

The desire to speak up when she sees 
injustice was instilled by her mother when 


Lee-Payne was young, she said. She also 
remembers hearing King speak in Detroit 
on June 23, 1963, asking people to join 
him in the March on Washington. 

Because of that foundation, she is no 
stranger to Detroit city government offi¬ 
cials. She often speaks out for stronger 
safety measures, better public transporta¬ 
tion and education. 

Her first real fight was working to 
keep busing in the ’70s that allowed her 
sons to attend a better school in a white 
neighborhood instead of the black school 
across the street from their house in 
Maryland. 

“If they didn’t want busing, they 
should have provided for the same educa¬ 
tion in all schools, but for some reason 
they didn’t want to do that,” she said. 

Lee-Payne said because of her gift 
from God “to speak truth to power” she is 
often sought out by young people who 
have been abused by the police. 
Promissory note left unpaid 

Lee-Payne said she grew up in an inte¬ 
grated neighborhood but she knew other 
people in other parts of the country did 
not live that way. 

“People are still not judged by the con¬ 
tent of their character,” she said. There are 
still many who do not believe the U.S. 
Constitution’s promise that all people are 
equal really means all people, she said. 

“The promissory note that Dr. King 
talked about is long overdue.” 

* Written by Kathy Gilbert, a multime¬ 
dia reporter for the young adult content 
team at United Methodist 
Communications, Nashville, Tenn. 

In a related story, below, read about 
one Louisiana church’s commemoration 
of the March on Washington held Aug. 

28, 2013. 

(see St. Mark UMC recognizes march) 


St. Mark UMC recognizes march 


At 3 p.m. on Aug. 28, the church bell at 
St. Mark United Methodist Church in 
Opelousas rang in solidarity with those 
participating in the historic March on 
Washington being held that day. 

Fifty years earlier, Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. addressed thousands as he 
delivered the now iconic “I Have a Dream” 
speech from the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial in the capital city. 

“We here in Opelousas join in hearts, 
hopes and raised up and out hands linked 


together to ring this bell and remind our¬ 
selves that freedom and justice must ring in 
our prayers, service, action, love, forgive¬ 
ness and dreams,” said Rev. Darlene A. 
Moore, pastor, during the ringing of the 
bell. 

Rev. Moore encouraged United 
Methodists to celebrate societal advances, 
but to serve as “our communities’ and 
churches’ conscience” in striving for better 
schools, safer streets and non-violent 
homes. 


Conference Office announces new hours 

Beginning Sept. 23, 2013, the Conference office hours will be changing to 7:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday. In addition, the Conference office will be 
closed on Fridays.The previous hours for the office were 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. As always, the Conference office program staff is available 
as needed. The Conference area offices are located at 572 North Blvd. in Baton 
Rouge, La. 
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What every freshman should know about transitioning to campus life 


“Coming to college is kind of like enter¬ 
ing a whole new culture,” said Lisa 
Brennan, English instructor and coordina¬ 
tor of the First-Generation Student Success 
program at McKendree University in 
Lebanon, Ill. “It’s a new atmosphere. 
There’s a new language.” 

To help freshmen translate that new lan¬ 
guage and make a smooth transition from 
high school to college, administrators and 
students from United Methodist-related 
colleges and universities are offering 
advice for those hitting campus for the first 
time. 

Don’t be afraid to ask for help 

Lauren Cook, a sophomore at 
McKendree, said she would tell freshmen 
not to be intimidated. The Chicago native 
admits to being frustrated during the daunt¬ 
ing process of applying for financial aid. 

“I’m a first-generation student and an 
only child, and even though my mother 
was encouraging and really wanted to help 
me, neither of us really knew what to do,” 
Cook said. “I had to learn how to utilize 
the people at McKendree. I wish I had 
known that earlier on to eliminate stress 
from the beginning. Hang in there, and ask 
questions because there are people that 
want to help you. You just have to ask.” 

Brennan said that’s an especially impor¬ 
tant reminder for the increased number of 
students, like Lauren, who are the first in 
their families to attend college. 

Nationally, first-generation students are 
four times more likely to drop out of col¬ 
lege than other students. 

“The reason they quit or fail is because 
they don’t know how to navigate the sys¬ 
tem or they feel like imposters,” said 
Brennan. “They feel like they don’t belong 
here.” 

That’s why most colleges already have 
resources in place designed to assist with 


everything from tutoring to counseling. 

“The glitch is that students don’t even 
know that they own a toolbox or perhaps 
they’re thinking of those tools in terms of 
high school,” explained Brennan. “An 
example is that sometimes when students 
hear the word ‘tutoring,’ they think that 
means it’s for students who are behind or 
are not bright. At the college-level, virtual¬ 
ly every student is tutored — especially in 


a liberal arts education where you’re 
expected to study different disciplines. One 
or more of those areas might need more 
attention. For me, it was math. I’m bright, 
but math was difficult for me.” 

Familiarize yourself with your ‘toolbox’ 
United Methodist-related schools, col¬ 
leges and universities are committed to cre¬ 
ating support systems to care for a stu¬ 
dents’ spiritual and mental well-being in 
addition to academic success. 


At Andrew College in Cuthbert, Ga., 
administrators hold InSpire Days during 
the summer. These sessions allow students 
to meet advisers, tour the campus and get 
priority registration for classes. 

“Leaders at our United Methodist-relat¬ 
ed institutions make great efforts to give 
students and parents the tools they need for 
a successful college experience, “ said 
Gerald D. Lord, associate general secretary 


of the division of higher education of the 
United Methodist Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry. “In addition to the 
programs and events sponsored by United 
Methodist-related colleges and universities, 
the division of higher education supports 
520 collegiate ministries that facilitate stu¬ 
dents’ spiritual and social development.” 
You are not alone 

Find comfort in knowing there are oth¬ 
ers who feel the same way you do. During 


the transition, feelings of loneliness are 
common. 

To beat the new-student blues, get 
involved. Creating community not only 
combats loneliness, it also can put you on 
the path to success. 

“Research shows us that students who 
become engaged on campus are most likely 
to have a better support system and to com¬ 
plete their programs,” said Sherri Taylor, 
dean of students at Andrew College. “I 
encourage students to read their college 
newspapers, bulletin boards and social 
media to keep up with events on campus. 
Attending chapel and local church services 
is another way to meet community students 
and make friends to establish a support sys¬ 
tem.” 

Consider getting involved in campus 
ministry for opportunities to meet friends 
and to grow spiritually through deep dis¬ 
cussions, Bible study, community service 
and yes, even, parties. Do a quick search at 
www.gbhem.org/fmdyourplace to find a 
campus ministry or Wesley Foundation at 
your school. 

If there is no campus ministry in your 
area, check out programs at nearby church¬ 
es. Go to Find-A-Church.org to locate a 
church near campus. 

Beat stress before it strikes 

According to the U.S. Department of 
Education, for every one hour in class, stu¬ 
dents should study for two hours outside of 
class. This guideline and other time-man¬ 
agement skills can help you alleviate stress 
from the beginning. 

Many schools, including Andrew and 
McKendree, offer counseling or courses in 
time management. 

“Stay organized,” advised Taylor. 
“Determine a schedule and stick to it. 

See College, page 8 



Life will go on for college parents: advice on handling the empty nest 


Pam Thompson has some good advice 
for parents sending a child off to college 
for the first... or the last time: “Share 
their excitement knowing they are about 
to have an enormous and exhilarating 
growth experience.. .and so are you!” 

Thompson, from Brentwood, Tenn., is 
practically a pro when it comes to stuff¬ 
ing the trunk of a college-bound car with 
duffel bags, favorite pillows and an occa¬ 
sional stuffed animal. She’s also experi¬ 
enced at using nooks and crannies for 
keepsakes and improvising when closet 
space is needed in dorm rooms. She’s had 
a lot of practice waving goodbye and 
holding back tears when summer’s end 
means she has to send her children down 
the road to college. 

Although her 25-year-old son has con¬ 
quered college and is now out in the real 
world, she and her husband, Chip, still 
have one more child to get out the door. 
Her 21-year-old daughter Shannon begins 
her senior year this fall at Birmingham 
Southern, a United Methodist-related col¬ 
lege in Birmingham, Ala. 

You’d think the couple would have 


this “letting go” thing down pat. In fact, 
you’d think that by now their worrying 
would wane, a quiet house would be wel¬ 
come, and the freedom to go to a movie 
on a whim would outweigh the heart¬ 
break of saying frequent see you laters. 
Well, sort of. 

The stress of transitioning gets better, 
Thompson said, but not always easier. 

“I still can’t quite get used to seeing an 
empty chair at the dinner table,” she said. 
“Our family unit of four changed, and 
although it’s been a wonderful experience 
to see the kids you kissed goodbye return 
home with well-earned maturity and wis¬ 
dom, the transition can be tough.” 

Be there ‘as needed’ 

Jason Peevy, a counselor at 
Birmingham Southern, said the 
Thompsons’ experience with letting go of 
their college-age kids is pretty much the 
norm. Some parents handle it better than 
others. 

Some call too much. Many text too 
much. Some go as far as submitting dorm 
maintenance requests, setting up campus 
appointments for their students and mak¬ 


ing too-frequent visits to the school. 

“The parent needs to be there ‘as 
needed,”’ Peevy said. “It’s OK to check 
in about a crisis situation, but students 
should be allowed and encouraged to 
work through their problems and make 
decisions on their own.” 

Thompson said she knew that bad 
things would happen in her children’s 
lives during the four years they were in 
school, but she worried about whether she 
had taught them everything they needed 
to know about surviving those bad things. 

“I knew life would knock them 
down,” she said. “But I wondered who 
would be there to pick them up when 
they experienced those big kicks in the 
gut.” 

Each spring, United Methodist college 
chaplains and campus ministers begin 
reaching out to new students and their 
parents. The division of higher education 
of the United Methodist Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry connects parents 
and students to 520 collegiate ministries. 

“Our chaplains and campus ministers 
are an important resource for new stu¬ 


dents,” said Gerald D. Lord, associate 
general secretary of the higher education 
division. “We not only care about a stu¬ 
dent’s academic and social growth, but 
the deepening of their own faith as well.” 
Advice from a parent 

Parent Pam Thompson and student 
Shannon Thompson offered this advice: 

Spend some time figuring out how 
you are going to use your newfound free¬ 
dom. You have more time on your hands, 
more privacy, fewer expectations and 
fewer demands. How do you get used to 
your own emancipation? Learn to play 
golf. Pick up tennis. Take a trip. 

If you are married, rediscover each 
other. Try to get back to who you were as 
a couple before you had kids. Without the 
kids around, many parents extol the perks 
of not having to cook dinner (pancakes in 
the p.m.?) or deciding at the last minute 
to go to a movie. 

Hold your tongue. You don’t have to 
weigh in on everything. You don’t have 
to say to your college student what you 
used to say to your high school student. 
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Conference-wide events equip for service and ministry; aid children’s home 


Forgiveness: A Spiritual Discipline is Oct. 3-5 



FORGIV 




The Academy for Spiritual Leadership 
will offer Forgiveness: A Spiritual 
Discipline, a retreat slated Oct. 3-5 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 
Retreatants will examine the questions: Is 
forgiveness a spiritual discipline? How do 
Christian leaders model forgiveness and 
inspire others to forgive as well? 

Join us for the weekend as we contem¬ 
plate what it means to be a forgiven, for¬ 
giving and reconciling community of faith. 
Clergy can earn 1.5 C.E.U.s for comple¬ 


Cultural Competency: 


A Leadership Skill slated Oct. 4-5 



Cultural Competency: A Leadership 
Skill will be held Oct. 4-5 at Newman 
United Methodist Church, 5700 Oran Ave. 
in Alexandria. Sponsored by the Louisiana 
Conference Commission on Religion and 
Race and by the General Commission on 
Religion and Race, the event is for clergy 
and laity who have served, are currently 
serving in, or are interested in serving in 
“cross racial/cross cultural” appointments. 
“Best practices and current resources" will 
be provided for clergy and laity in those 


Fishing rodeo fundraiser for New Orleans children’s home is Oct. 



Looking for a new opportunity to sup¬ 
port a great cause and build team spirit 
within your congregation? 

Join the Golden Meadow and Grand 
Isle United Methodist Churches by partici¬ 
pating in an old fashioned fishing rodeo in 
Grand Isle, Oct. 4-5, 2013. Portions of the 
proceeds will benefit the capital building 
campaign for a NEW Home for the 
Methodist Children of Greater New 
Orleans and local church programs. 
Donations will help youth across the state 


Methodist Home golf classic to be held Oct. 7 



The 33rd Annual Golf Classic, slated 
for Oct. 7 and sponsored by the Louisiana 
Methodist Children’s Home, will benefit 
the Methodist Home for Children of 
Greater New Orleans. The scramble format 
golf tournament will be held at Beau 
Chene Country Club in Mandeville, La. 

The Methodist Home for Children of 
Greater New Orleans cares for children 
who have suffered from abuse and neglect 
and cannot live at home. A program of 
Louisiana United Methodist Children and 


Worship planning retreat scheduled for Oct. 



22-23 

What if you had the whole liturgical 
year mapped out with general directions, 
themes, symbols and ideas? Marcia McFee 
of Worship Design Studio will host a plan¬ 
ning retreat for that express purpose Oct. 
20-23 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

This is a planning retreat for worship 
teams that will be limited to ONLY 20 
teams. For $500 per team, you can bring 
from two to six persons from your church 
($250 for individuals). Housing and meals 
are $255 for shared rooms and $303 for a 


tion of event. 

Participants will arrive at The Wesley 
Center at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 3 to 
check in. Dinner follows at 6 p.m. 

The retreat will conclude at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 5. 

Single occupancy for The Wesley 
Center is $220; double occupancy is $185 
per person. 

For more information, visit 
http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/1623 


congregations for effectiveness in ministry, 
networking and supportive collaboration. 

Rev. Dr. Grace Cajiuat, a GCORR 
training and development specialist, will 
serve as facilitator for the seminar. 

CEU's (.4) are approved by the Board of 
Ordained Ministry for this event. 

RSVP to Rev. Joseph Guo at 
joseph@trinityruston.org Additional infor¬ 
mation about the event can be found at 
http://www.la-umc.org/news/detail/1094 


4-5 

of Louisiana through residential and com¬ 
munity-based ministries that positively 
impact the lives of children and families. 
Our goal is $5,000. 

Fishing begins at sunrise both days, 
with weigh-in at 5 p.m. Friday and noon on 
Saturday. All fish weighed will be cooked 
for the Saturday lunch at 1 p.m. and trophy 
awards will begin at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 
each. Includes rodeo cap, lunch and fishing 
the event. Sponsorship information and 
questions at newhomerodeo@gmail.com. 


Family Services, the Home has been locat¬ 
ed on the campus of Southeast Hospital in 
Mandeville since 2008. 

The fee for participation will cover 
green and cart fees, food and beverages 
and a generous donation to help the 
Methodist Home for Children. 

Find more information on this event at 
http://www.lmch.org/documents/2013_MH 
CGNO_golf_brochure.pdf 


private room. Meals are included in this 
price. 

Sunday evening, Oct 20, begins with 
dinner at 6 p. m and concludes Wednesday, 
Oct 23 at 11a.m. 

This event is limited to 20 teams and a 
limited number of individuals. 

For more information visit: 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/re 
gister/event?oeidk=a07e71ys0t3 a3 7b641 f&l 
lr=6hzmvxbab 
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GRACE Camp, an annual event at Uskichitto Retreat Center, is open to Louisiana children, ages nine-11, whose parent (or parents) are incarcerated. There is also a separate 
camp for teens. Staffed primarily with volunteers, the camp offers music, art and swimming instruction. The children experience a week away from the routines of their lives and 
are encouraged to embrace their creativity and develop effective life skills. Campers are shown enjoying a bonfire, shooting down a waterslide, and ringing bells during a worship 


Grace Camp, from page 1 

The annual event at Uskichitto Retreat 
Center is open to Louisiana children, ages 
nine-11, whose parent (or parents) are 
incarcerated. There is also a separate camp 
for teens. Staffed primarily with volunteers, 
the camp offers music, art and swimming 
instruction. The children experience a week 
away from the routines of their lives and 
are encouraged to embrace their creativity 
and develop effective life skills. 

The “grace” in GRACE Camp stands 
for “God’s Really Awesome Camping 


Experience.” One of the most “awesome” 
things about this unique experience is the 
way in which the lives of the camper are 
impacted. 

“I find a great peace at GRACE Camp,” 
wrote one teen camper. “I am encouraged 
to do right and forgive others, and not to 
hold grudges. (This experience) makes me 
feel as though there is hope for children 
whose parents are incarcerated.” 

As with most deserving programs, 
financial and volunteer help are needed to 
keep the camps running. A total of four ses¬ 
sions are held each summer, and spiritual 


directors, staff members, musical leaders 
and a camp nurse are needed for each ses¬ 
sion. 

The children who attend GRACE Camp 
do so on scholarship at a cost of $300 per 
child, so monetary donations are critical for 
the success of the camp. “Sunday school 
groups, community groups and individuals 
can also help out by providing needed 
items from a list that we can provide,” said 
Pickering, who added that collecting those 
items is a great way for groups to “be 
involved in the effort.” 

The positive and potentially life-chang¬ 


ing impact on the life of an at-risk child 
provides strong motivation for caring peo¬ 
ple to support this important ministry. 
When kids can write, “Talking about my 
feelings helped me be less angry,” or 
“GRACE Camp helped me more than you 
could imagine,” United Methodists can be 
sure that their gifts of money and time are 
truly making a difference. 

To find out more about this important 
ministry, email grace_camp@live.com or 
call Gail Pickering at (318) 345-1018 or 
Cheryl Johnson at (225) 664-0956. 


Members of Asbury UMC feed homeless New Orleanians through 


St. Mark’s UMC 



Volunteers from Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Lafayette served 
(really served!) the homeless of New 
Orleans on March 3 at St. Mark’s UMC 
on Rampart Street. The group is one of 
several that have joined St. Mark’s in its 
ministry which helps about 200 homeless 
each Sunday. 

“It was truly a blessing to us and we 
look forward to teaming up with St. 
Marks again on Oct. 13,” said Vicki 
Sydboten, team leader. 

Over the years, LAVIM has partnered 
with St. Mark’s in this effort and is thank¬ 


ful for the many teams and volunteers 
who make this extra effort to serve the 
needs of those “in our own back yard.” 

If your congregation is interested in 
helping with the weekly homeless meal, 
please contact Rev. Anita Dinwiddie at 
(504) 523-0450, or Kay Russo, 
kay.russo@gmail.com . St. Mark’s UMC 
also welcomes sponsors for their 
Christmas tree program, part of this min¬ 
istry to the homeless. 
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2014 PrimeTimers 

The General Board of Global Ministries 
is pleased to offer six opportunities for 
older adult participation in educational and 
mission service events in 2014. 

There are three “Prime Timers” events 
in the United States and three are interna¬ 
tional in placement. All are designed with 
less strenuous activities than the traditional 
UMVIM team. There is also minimal walk¬ 
ing and stair climbing. 

The theme for 2014 is “Matters of the 
Heart,” focusing on peace and poverty, his¬ 
tory and sustainability of resources and liv¬ 
ing with and loving those of different eth¬ 
nic backgrounds. 

Each event has an experienced leader 
who brings a knowledge and understanding 
of the area and the topic. The initial regis¬ 
tration will be with the office of the 
General Board of Global Ministries in New 
York. The form along with additional infor¬ 
mation can be found online at 
http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detaik 1912 A 
non-refundable fee of $50 should be sent 
with the form by the listed registration 
deadline. Participants will be notified of 
receipt of registration and then again when 
it is determined enough registrations are in 
place for the event to be held. 
Communication at that point will be with 
the event leader or shepherd. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the 
PrimeTimers office with any questions or 
concerns. Contact Una Jones Nancy 
Eubanks, Assistant General Secretary 
Consultant - PrimeTimers, at 

Primetimers@umcmission.org or call 
toll free at (877) 882-4724 or visit 
www.Primetimers. info 
St. Francis of Assisi - Costa Rica’s Love 
Connection 

San Jose, Costa Rica - Latin American 
Bible University 

Feb. 15-26, 2014 

The first PrimeTimers Event in 2014 
will be in San Jose, Costa Rica as partici¬ 
pants return to this beautiful place with 
Becky Harrell (GBGM Missionary) as 
leader. She will give direction and guidance 
to this group as the focus of Peace and 
Beauty becomes real during these days. 
(Costa Rica has no military and has learned 
to live together as a peace-loving people.) 
Credit for this may be traced to the coming 
of the Franciscans many years ago. This 
theory will be discussed by learned theolo¬ 
gians during the event. 

Housing in San Jose will be at UBL 
Seminary and there will be inter-action 
with students at the Seminary. This will be 
an opportunity for further understanding of 
the “ongoing love connection” in this 
place. The service opportunity will be with 
children as the group will lead Bible 
School and teach Sunday school. Some of 
these children are here as the result of 
immigration by their families and will 
bring yet another life situation into focus. 

Becky Harrell and PrimeTimers invite 
you to come to Costa Rica and experience 
first-hand the beautiful and loving people 
who live in this place. It is a most appropri¬ 
ate introduction to our “Matters of the 
Heart”. 

EVENT COST PER PERSON: $1,280 
per person 


Events focus on peace and poverty in ‘Matters of the Heart’ 


EVENT LEADERSHIP: Becky Harrell 
, (506) 6045-1038, 
bharrell@umcmission.org 

Heart Matters - Local and Global Justice- 
Making in Nashville 

Nashville, Tennessee - Scarritt-Bennett 
Center 

April 21-26, 2014 

Nestled in the center of busy Nashville, 
Tenn. is an oasis called Scarritt-Bennett 
Center. This beautiful place is owned by 
Women’s Division of the Methodist Church 
and has a history of involvement in educa¬ 
tion and justice ministries. PrimeTimers 
will experience this early in 2014 at this 
event. The following four areas will be 
explored during these days—empowerment 
of women, eradication of racism, aware¬ 
ness of multiculturalism and spiritual 
renewal. 

There will be various styles of present¬ 
ing these sensitive topics that will include 
lectures by learned guest speakers, visits to 
a local mosque with related workshop, 
guide to spiritual practices which engage 
understanding of different cultures and 
introductions to various community organi¬ 
zations in the city. The service time will be 
at one or more of these entities which 
include Thistle Farms, Conexion America, 
Book’em and Nashville Mobile Market. 

EVENT COST PER PERSON: $650 
per person 

EVENT LEADERSHIP: 

Marie Campbell, (615) 340-8804, 
emcampbell@scarrettbennett.org 

At the Heart of Poverty 

Frakes, Kentucky - Henderson 
Settlement 

www.hendersonsettlement. org 

April 27- May 3, 2014 

Henderson Settlement has been at the 
heart of poverty” since 1925 when this 
place was organized to provide loving 
assistance to those living in this area and 
struggling with the ongoing life-style of 
poverty. The Settlement brings together the 
incredible faith of “Mountain Folks” and 
the harsh reality of rural poverty. Several 
life sustaining programs are in place and 
will be studied and observed by 
PrimeTimers participants. There will be 
emphasis on the various types of poverty 
present in our lives - including spiritual 
poverty as well as physical. The related 
service opportunities will also be at the 
Settlement and part of the ongoing min¬ 
istries there. There may be one or more vis¬ 
its with residents of the area in their homes. 

Off site visits will be made to the Fonde 
Church of God and The Museum of 
Appalachia in Norris, Tenn. A presentation 
will be made to the group by an 
Appalachian story-teller. This PrimeTimers 
event gives us real insight into dealing with 
a difficult real-life situation in a loving and 
Christ-like manner. 

EVENT COST: $500 per person 

EVENT LEADERSHIP: 

Amy Sell, (606) 337-3613 ext. 304, 
Christianed@hsumc. org 
To Know the Heart of the Gypsy 

Padina, Serbia - Padina Methodist 
Church 

July 25 - August 4, 2014 

The 2013-2014 Methodist study topic is 


The Roma of Europe and has been well 
received in the initial presentations. This 
event now gives an opportunity to live 
among these people in an Eastern European 
setting. There will be visits to two Roma 
(Gypsy) congregations and to work with 
the children in a Bible School context. Also 
scheduled is a visit to the home of one or 
more families of these congregations. All 
this is designed to help “understand those 
who are misunderstood” and who, as a 
people, have been degraded, devalued and 
discriminated against. It is also going to be 
a time of learning the ongoing involvement 
of our Methodist Church as it is intention¬ 
ally coming into the lives of these “the 
wandering people” who live in the 14 
countries of the South Central European 
Central Conference. The Roma are a 
vibrant people who love beauty in its many 
forms. They are wonderful musicians, 
story-tellers, craftsmen and artists. Bright 
colors and lively music are basic to this 
culture and the PrimeTimers will have 
opportunities to attend musical performanc¬ 
es and other presentations during this week. 

An additional part of this experience 
will be a learning about the country of 
Serbia and sharing its history - through 
troubled times as well as those periods of 
triumph and celebration. 

Housing will be in a newly constructed 
dormitory addition to the Padina Methodist 
Church and meals will be prepared by the 
women of that congregation. This will be 
yet another opportunity to establish a rela¬ 
tionship with an active Serbian Methodist 
church (one of 14 in that country) and 
share in worship and outreach. 

Leadership will be provided by Nancy 
Eubanks of the U.S. and Liljana Sjanta of 
Serbia - best friends for many years and 
eager to share this story from their hearts. 

EVENT COST: $1,250 per person 

EVENT LEADERSHIP: Nancy 
Eubanks and Liljana Sjanta, (731) 772- 
0458, iljanasjanta@gmail.com 
nteubanks@gmail.com 
Imprints on the Heart - El Porvenir 

Managua, Nicaragua - El Porvenir 
(www. elporvenir. org) 

Oct. 4-13, 2014 

Jo Buescher, leader of this PrimeTimers 
event was the leader of a very successful 
visit a few years ago - also to Nicaragua. 
She is able to bring into focus the beauty of 
this place and the understanding of the 
need for sustainability of the existing 
resources as well as developing new 
sources of water and forests in the area. 
Those participating will leave Nicaragua 
with a new appreciation for the land and 
the people who call this place “home”. 

Managua will be the initial place of resi¬ 
dence but the group will move to El Sauce, 
a smaller city in the center of the country. It 
is here the reforestation project will be car¬ 
ried out. There will be visitors from several 
different walks of life who will share their 
life and work with us. There are two 
Global Ministries missionaries assigned to 
Nicaragua and they will be part of this 
presentation as well. 

Following the service and learning time, 
the participants will go to Granada for two 
days of relaxation and debriefing of our 


experiences. This is a historic and beautiful 
city and the culture and natural beauty will 
surely be a fitting way to end this event. 

By the end of these days together, the 
PrimeTimers will have learned with and 
from health workers, naturalists, forestry 
specialist, clergy and UM missionaries, 
local cultural leaders and villagers with 
whom they will work side by side. This 
should be a great way to create friends out 
of neighbors and a new understanding of 
the “imprints now forever on our hearts.” 

EVENT COST: $1,250 per person 

EVENT LEADERSHIP: Jo Buescher 
and Rev. Brenda Wills, jo@elporvenir.org 
or Bwills6420@charter.net, or call (720) 
237-9488. 

Coastal History Comes Alive To Stir the 
Heart 

St. Simons Island, Georgia - Epworth 
by the Sea (www.epworthbythesea.org) 

Nov. 9-14, 2014 

The culture of a people remains long 
after they are gone - through the history of 
their residence. The “Golden Isles” of 
Georgia and Southern Coastal United 
States will be explored and newly appreci¬ 
ated during this PrimeTimers Event. Visits 
will be made to the only remaining rice 
plantation on the coast and to a world class 
complex of archeological sites, a National 
Seashore, a National Historic Landmark 
District and an island steeped in Wesleyan 
History. Various presenters will bring the 
stories of St. Simons Island history, 
Cumberland Island ecology, a newly 
acquired nature preserve, a different view 
of the Civil War, as well as a short study of 
the time spent in this place by John and 
Charles Wesley. 

Visits will also be made to the three bar¬ 
rier islands of St Simons, Jekyll and 
Cumberland National Seashore. It will be 
possible to climb to the top of the St. 
Simons Lighthouse (129 steps). This is an 
optional experience. 

Service project will take place on St. 
Simons Land Trust and will include trail 
and landscape renovation and plant 
removal as well. The second site is Hofwyl 
Plantation. This is the historic rice planta¬ 
tion and the project will involve light con¬ 
struction, painting and repairing picnic 
tables. 

Housing during the event will be at 
Epworth by the Sea in the Pitts-Booth 
Motel which is located in the center of the 
campus, directly across from the dining 
hall and meeting rooms. There is an eleva¬ 
tor in the motel. Meals will be in the dining 
hall and are served buffet style and are spe¬ 
cific diet friendly. 

Leadership will be by two ladies with 
PrimeTimers Event experience - Donna 
Chism and Cynthia (Cindy) Doehring. 

They will bring the fascinating past of 
these “Golden Isles” to an exciting present 
and have the PrimeTimers wanting to be 
part of the future in this place. Hearts will 
be stirred and perhaps even warmed. 

EVENT COST: $750 per person 

EVENT LEADERSHIP: Donna 
Chisholm and Cindy Doehring, 
dchisholm@epworthbythesea.org, cynthi- 
ad@comcast.net, or call (912) 638-8688. 
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A Gathering of Urban and Rural Practitioners to feature Bishop Swanson 


A Gathering of Urban and Rural 
Practitioners will be held Jan. 16-18, 2014 
in Houston, Tex. Participants will take 
home insights from gifted speakers and rel¬ 
evant workshops, best practices for leading 
renewal in today’s challenging urban and 
rural context, and new connections with 
peers facing similar issues. 

Speakers and workshops will cover 
such diverse topics as Congregational 
Renewal in both the Rural and Urban 
Context, Grant Writing, Asset-based 
Community Development, Circles Out of 
Poverty, Effective Combating of Racism, 
Cross-Cultural Hospitality, Networking 


Theory and 
Practice, 
and much 
more. 

Bishop 
James E. 

Swanson, 

Sr. will 
serve as 
opening 
worship 
preacher for 
the event, speaking on “The HOPE Factor.” 
Louisiana’s own Rev. Dr. Joe Connelly will 
present a plenary with Rev. Sharon Schwab 


entitled “Shifts 
and their 
Impact.” Rev. 
John Edgar will 
serve as Bible 
study leader and 
Rev. Levy 
Bautista, with the 
United Nations 
and General 
Board of Church 
and Society, will 
also present during the event. 

This event is sponsored by the General 
Board of Global Ministries (UMC) and 


coordinated by iRUN (The International 
Rural and Urban Network of the United 
Methodist Church). 

Questions? Contact Dr. Joe Connelly at 
(225) 266-7363. Visit the registration site 
at 

http://www.gntv.info/gbgm/gathering.ht 
ml?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Copy 
+of+Shift+Happens_Gathering+2014&utm 
_campaign=Gathering+2014&utm_medi- 
um=email 



United Methodist 


Foundation of Louisiana holds leadership 


graduation 



The Foundation celebrated the comple¬ 
tion of its first Leadership Excellence 
Advancement Program, or LEAP, with a 
graduation luncheon for the 13 participants 
on May 23 at the City Club of Baton 
Rouge. 

Bob Mann, LSU faculty member, was 
the keynote speaker. Those who completed 
LEAP include: Rev. Elaine Burleigh, First 
UMC, Many; Dr. Steve Fowler, NorthPoint 
UMC, Shreveport; Rev. Mark Goins, First 
UMC, Gonzales; Rev. Jan Holloway 
Curwick, St. Francisville UMC; Rev. Erica 
Jenkins, St. Paul’s UMC, Kenner; Dr. Jack 
O’Dell, The Well UMC, Ponchatoula; Rev. 
Lamar Oliver, North Cross UMC, 
Madisonville; Dr. Wybra Price, First UMC, 
Slidell; Rev. Roger Templeton, Grace 
Community UMC, Shreveport; Rev. 

Donnie Wilkinson, Thibodaux UMC; Rev. 
Gary Willis, Aldersgate UMC, Slidell; Rev. 
Ricky Willis, First UMC, Pineville; and 
Rev. Nancy Wofford, Faith Community 
UMC, Broussard. 


The intensive two-year program was 
designed to enhance the skills of pastors 
who already show leadership potential and 
better equip them for the challenges they 
face in the church today. The program was 
led by Rev. Janice Virtue, a leadership con¬ 
sultant and educator affiliated with the 
Western North Carolina Foundation. Topics 
covered at the six retreats included: dis¬ 
cerning leadership gifts, understanding cur¬ 


rent realities of the UMC and its mission 
field, engaging staff and lay leaders, man¬ 
aging resistance, preaching content and 
style, budgets and basic church accounting, 
shaping a generous culture, personal finan¬ 
cial planning, setting a three-year personal¬ 
ized growth and development plan, and 
more. 

Participants must be ordained in the 
UMC and have at least 15 years of service 


remaining. They were nominated by the 
church they were currently serving and 
were selected based on their leadership and 
success in professions of faith, worship 
attendance, membership, missional out¬ 
reach ministries and financial giving. Both 
their District Superintendent and the 
Bishop agreed to their selection. 

Many of the graduates stated that LEAP 
was the most useful continuing education 
in which they had ever engaged and it ben¬ 
efited them tremendously. Most of the par¬ 
ticipants agreed that the in-depth personali¬ 
ty inventory and the sermon critiques by a 
speech pathologist were the most meaning¬ 
ful segments of the program. 

The Foundation will be accepting appli¬ 
cations for the next LEAP this fall. The 
two-year program will begin in early 2014. 
While the Foundation underwrites the costs 
associated with the program, the partici¬ 
pants are required to invest $250 per year 
toward their leadership development. 
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Luling UMC celebrates Sunday school program with 


skits and awards 


Luling United Methodist Church, 1001 
Paul Maillard Road, recently celebrated its 
Sunday School program with 
special music, awards, and a youth skit. 
Mary Hitt, Dave McClung and Wanda 
McClung presented information on the his¬ 
tory of Sunday School during Luling 
UMC’s ‘Sunday School Sunday’ celebra¬ 


tion. Carter and Ellie Bums delighted wor¬ 
shippers with a rendition of ‘This Little 
Light of Mine’ during the event. Ellie was 
recognized during the service for outstand¬ 
ing Sunday School attendance. 

Shown top left, Seth Abadie, Jordan 
Matthews, Cameron Matthews, Dylan 
Masotti and Alyssa Masotti present a lively 


skit portraying some of the adventures of 
Sunday School during the celebration. 
Christine Masotti- Ardeneaux, Rebecca 
Matthews and Rev. Wayne Taylor are 
shown after receiving recognition awards. 
‘Sunday School is a way for everyone - 
adults, youth and children - to connect 
with others and together grow in our 


knowledge and love of God by learning, 
serving, praying and playing together,’ said 
Sarah Adcock. 

Sunday School classes at Luling UMC 
meet at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, fol¬ 
lowed by worship at 10:30 a.m. 
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Foundation, from page 1 

attendance, membership, missional out¬ 
reach ministries, and financial giving. 
Additionally, each applicant’s qualifications 
were affirmed by lay leaders of the church 
they serve. 

The APL participants are: Rev. Ben 
McGehee, First UMC, Columbia; Rev. 
Ashley McGuire, First UMC, Bossier City; 
Rev. Brian Mercer, Trinity UMC, Ruston; 
Rev. Josh Milliron, Moss Bluff UMC, Lake 
Charles; and Rev. Karli Pidgeon, Asbury 


UMC, Natchitoches. 

Participants will leam from a variety of 
leadership pastors and community leaders 
and Rev. Janice Virtue, leadership consult¬ 
ant and educator, will serve as program 
guide. She is an ordained elder in the UMC 
and holds a master of divinity from Perkins 
School of Theology and an MBA from 
Indiana University. The workshops are 
designed and coordinated by the Texas 
Annual Conference. 

Session topics will cover issues such as 


discernment of leadership gifts and creation 
of development goals; current realities of 
the UMC, engaging staff and congregation 
in strategic planning; implementing change 
and managing resistance; preaching content 
and style; budgets and basic church 
accounting, money sermons and personal 
financial planning; and setting a personal¬ 
ized growth and development plan. 

The Foundation will underwrite all 
expenses associated with the program. 
Participants will invest $250 per year and 


commit to attend all sessions. The 
Foundation has committed up to $250,000 
to support this initiative. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975 and serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing financial guidance 
and education, loans and grants. It is one 
of the largest United Methodist 
Foundations in the denomination. 


College, from page 3 

Allow yourself more time than what may 
be needed in the event you run into assign¬ 
ments that take time. Have fun. Make time 
to have a full college experience. Just keep 
the fun in balance with the work that you 
have to do.” 

During the stressful, high-stakes sea¬ 
sons of mid-terms and finals, participate in 
any stress-busting activities that your col¬ 
lege might have planned. For example, at 
McKendree, students can enjoy visits with 
therapy dogs during study breaks. 

Another way to fight stress is with exer¬ 
cise. Hit the gym or join a pick-up game of 
your favorite sport. While the ‘freshman 
15’ is a concern for many, Taylor advises 
that some weight gain or loss is normal as 
you adjust to a new environment. 

Drink plenty of water and get your 
daily dose of fruits and veggies. If you 
have the opportunity, consider participating 
in a program like the Wonders of Wellness 
food co-op at McKendree. Through this 
program, participants can order fresh pro¬ 
duce and receive the healthy delivery right 
on campus. 

Work hard; be nice 

Lauren offers fellow students one final 
piece of advice: Never underestimate the 
power of hard work and treating others 
with respect. 

“Professional relationships can help you 
make connections,” she said. “If you’re 
nice to professors, they might remember 
you when a scholarship or job opportunity 
comes along. Put yourself out there. Don’t 
wait for someone else to do it. Hard work 
pays off. I’m from a single-parent house¬ 
hold and I didn’t have money to go to col¬ 
lege, but I made it through my first year. 
Good things happen when you put in the 
hard work.” 


The end of the year is coming quickly .. 
Is your church ready? 



UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

!,7 O It A/j Ulii 

'Whcpfi F .nth .mil Money CoiUc I'o^ethitT"' 


Order your customized 
Year End Giving brochures 

The end of the year is usually the time 
churches enjoy the peak of generosity in their 
offering plates. 

Why not remind or educate your members of 
the many tax and income benefits they can 
enjoy at year end while helping their church? 

Our low-cost, customized brochures make 
it easy: 

• Shipped within one week 

• No minimum order 

• Only $25 per 100 

Let your members discover the many creative 
ways to give a year end gift, while obtaining 
their financial and philanthropic goals! 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 
information@umf.org 
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2014 Louisiana Skeeter Run scheduled for Oct. 11 conference-wide! 


The third annual Louisiana Skeeter Run, 
focused on raising funds and awareness for 
Imagine No Malaria, is slated for Saturday, 
Oct. 11,2014! 

Last year’s event was enjoyed by 
approximately 2,500 volunteers and partici¬ 
pants and raised nearly $78,000 for this 


life-saving initiative sponsored by The 
United Methodist Church. 

Mark your calendars, start to gather a 
“swat team” from your church, and let’s 
get the “buzz” going for next year’s event. 
This is an easy way to promote fellowship 
in your congregation and to show our com¬ 


munities that United Methodists care about 
those who cannot help themselves. It’s also 
a great way to get friends and neighbors 
involved in the life of the church. 

So join us Oct. 11, 2014 for the 
Louisiana Skeeter Run. Have fun while 
reaching out to help others! 


Peace with Justice 



Conference Peace with Justice grant winners were recently announced, with McGuire UMC in West Monroe using the newly 
acquired funds to support a mobile free store. Pictured just outside the mobile store are Rev. Shawn Hornsby (First UMC, 
Monroe associate pastor), Rev. Scott Adams (McGuire UMC, senior pastor), Kathryn Kintzing (member of McGuire’s mission 
team), Rev. Chris McLain (McGuire UMC, associate pastor), and Rev. Jon Tellifero (First UMC, Monroe senior pastor). First 
UMC of West Monroe is partnering with McGuire UMC on the project. 


McGuire, First Street Peck Wesley UMGs receive Peace with Justice grants 


The Conference Board of Church and 
Society recently announced that McGuire 
United Methodist Church, West Monroe 
and First Street Peck Wesley UMC, New 
Orleans are the recipients of the fall 2013 
Peace with Justice Awards. These two 
grants, totaling $3,000, are funded 
through the Peace with Justice offering 
collected annually through Louisiana’s 
United Methodist congregations. 

McGuire UMC is partnering with 
First UMC of West Monroe to open a 
new mobile free store, which will travel 


to impoverished neighborhoods. Jim 
Mooney, co-chair of the McGuire 
Mission Team, emphasized the move 
from mercy ministries to justice min¬ 
istries as he linked the project’s goals of 
clothing children and adults to outcomes 
of improved academic performance, job 
success and the formation of relationships 
through work with the poor. United 
Methodist Social Principles (2013-2016) 
targeted through the Mobile Free Store 
Project relate to the church’s focus on the 
nurturing community, the social commu¬ 


nity, and the economic community. 

A Peace with Justice (PWJ) grant of 
$1,500 will provide funds to assist with 
the purchase of a used trailer for the 
mobile store. The targeted area to be 
served has a population of about 5,000. 
Rev. Chris McLain, associate pastor, was 
inspired to develop the project through 
his participation in the Young Clergy 
Program of the General Board of Church 
and Society. Rev. Scott Adams is 

See PWJ Grants, page 4 
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Young Clergy Initiative Dream Team makes plan for grant requests 



Young Clergy Initiative Dream Team drafts plan for use of fund approved by the 2012 
General Conference for increasing the number of Young Clergy in the UMC. Shown, 
from left, front: Trip Lowery, Beth Ludlum, Sam Kim, Shonda Jones, Brad Farrington. 
From left, back row: Beth Downs, Sophia Agtarap, Melissa Wiginton, Qunicy Brown, 
Casey Langley, and Robin Minthom. Not shown, Kenda Dean and Drew Dyson. Photo 
by Vicki Brown. 


Funds from the $7 million Young 
Clergy Initiative will be used to support 
innovative projects of all sizes that could 
create “seismic change” by attracting 
young people to pulpits in The United 
Methodist Church. And prayer will be a big 
part of the process for anyone who gets the 
funds. 

The Dream Team, a group of 12 young 
clergy, campus ministers, pastors, youth 
ministers, annual conference and seminary 
staff with expertise in various areas relating 
to discernment and young clergy issues, 
met in Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 5-6. They 
mapped out a timeline, priorities for the 
grants, and funding category recommenda¬ 
tions. 

The Dream Team plans must be 
reviewed and approved or modified by the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry’s Board of Directors on Sept. 23. 
The goal of the Young Clergy Initiative is 
to increase the number of young clergy in 
the UMC. 

“We want the money to be fruitful and 
effective,” the Rev. Trip Lowery, 

GBHEM’s director of Young Adult 
Ministry Discernment and Enlistment, told 
the group. 

One of the big pieces added to the grant 
application process was a suggestion from 
Casey Langley, youth ministry director at 
First UMC in Fort Worth, Texas. 

“What if there is some sort of require¬ 
ment that those applying have to name peo¬ 
ple who are praying for this new ministry? 
That would make it less institutional,” 
Langley said. 

Quincy Brown, vice president for 
Spiritual Life and Church Relations at 
LaGrange College, agreed, as did the rest 
of the Dream Team. 

“What you are saying is spirit-filled,” 
Brown said. 

There was some discussion about 
whether $5,000 was too small a grant to 
make any kind of impact, but the Rev. Beth 
Ludlum, GBHEM’s director of Student 
Faith and Leadership Formation, said she 


had seen students do great things with 
small amounts of money. Ludlum said she 
hopes to see grassroots proposals that result 
in partnerships. 

Robin Minthom, assistant professor in 
Educational Leadership and Native 
American Studies at the University of New 
Mexico and a member of GBHEM’s Board 
of Directors, said the grants must be aimed 
at programs to engage students in campus 
ministry and other ministry that will con¬ 
vince them they have “a place in the 
church.” 

The Rev. Melissa Wiginton, vice presi¬ 
dent for Education Beyond the Walls at 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
said she had been stmck by how many can¬ 
didates for ordination in the UMC have had 
experience in ministry outside their local 
church during campus ministry, high 
school, or even earlier. 

The Rev. Brad Farrington, campus min¬ 
ister at Appalachian State University, said 
the projects need to show young adults that 
ordained ministry is “worth your life.” 

“They are rejecting a career path of cre¬ 
ating good company people for The United 
Methodist Church. We have to really think 
big,” Farrington said. 

Dream Team members agreed that if the 
money approved by General Conference to 
focus efforts on encouraging young adults 
who wish to respond to the call to ordained 
ministry in the UMC is spent for programs 
aimed at “preventing the death of an insti¬ 
tution” efforts will fail. 

The plans laid out by the team must be 
approved by GBHEM’s Board of 
Directors. Plans include a proposed time¬ 
line of grant applications being taken Oct. 

1- Feb. 1, with grants awarded in and funds 
disbursed by March 15, 2014. GBHEM 
will monitor and evaluate funded projects 
from March 15 - Aug. 31, and grantees 
must report by September 2015 on the 
progress of their projects. The team also 
recommended that funds be distributed in 
two rounds, with a second deadline of June 
1, 2014, for applications. 


The team agreed that grants will be 
invited that: 

• prepare young people to hear God’s 
call to ordained ministry 

• assist young people to respond to 
God’s call 

• develop young people in spiritual and 
theological formation 

• nurture young clergy for lifelong trans¬ 
formational ministry. 

Priorities to be considered by those 
applying are projects that will: 

• engage and empower young people 

• engender imagination, creativity, and 
risk/innovation 

• include diversity, especially ethnic and 
gender diversity 

• encourage cultural and systemic 
change 

• facilitate experiences connecting faith 
commitments and the needs of the world. 

The team recommended grants be 
awarded in three categories: $5,000 to 
$20,000; $20,000 to $50,000; and $50,000 


to $100,000. 

The Dream Team conceded that some in 
the church expected the money to be spent 
on scholarships, but there was consensus 
among team members that spending money 
on scholarships would not lead to the real 
change the church needs to appeal to young 
people. 

The group worked on the applications 
and also spent some time discussing who 
might apply for the grants and what would¬ 
n’t be funded. They agreed that students, 
young adults, annual conferences, Boards 
of Ordained Ministry, campus ministries, 
colleges, and seminaries were among those 
that might apply. 

“I think what we want to do is invest in 
places that are fertile ground,” said the Rev. 
Shonda Jones, associate dean of Admission 
and Student Services at Wake Forest 
University. 

To leam more about the Young Clergy 
Initiative, visit www.explorecalling.org/yci. 



Wesley Foundation campus ministers serving the Louisiana Annual Conference met 
Oct. 7-8 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. The annual, two-day campus ministry fall 
review is a time of accountability, celebration and problem solving. Grants for 2014 for 
each ministry are also determined at this time. Pictured at The Wesley Center are, l-r, 
front row: Alan Johnson (UL Monroe), Angela Bulhof (McNeese), Karii Pidgeon 
(Northwestern); back row, Scott Wright (Louisiana Tech), Max Zehner (NOLA- 
Tulane/Loyola), Drew Sutton (LSU), Emile Tosso (Southeastern), Willie Laws 
(Southern) and Bill Baker (UL Lafayette). 
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McNeese Wesley Foundation students find the call to 


youth ministry 


BY REV. ANGELA BULHOF 

College is a natural time of vocational 
discernment for young adults. 

Add pressing vocational questions to the 
Wesley Foundation’s perpetual emphasis of 
a culture of ’’call” within the Body of 
Christ, and the spiritual growth in a student 
can be explosive. I think it ultimately 
comes down to the reality that God helps 
the faithful meet mutual needs. At 
McNeese State’s Wesley Foundation in 
Lake Charles, those discerning a call meet 
area pastors and laity at Wednesday lunch 
or on Wesley Sundays. A job description is 
posted, a seed is planted, possibilities open 
up, and everyone benefits. 

Many students at McNeese must work 
their own way through college, either with 
or without some financial help from their 
families. Even in the absence of a religious 
studies major at McNeese, there always 
seem to be a handful of students in each of 
the ministries on campus who are discern¬ 
ing a call to ministry. What better way for 
them to explore a call than to jump into 
youth ministry, camping ministry, music 
ministry, etc. and see what it’s like? 

Before I recommend the pairing of a 
student with a particular youth ministry in 
the area, I must be certain that the pastor is 
a good mentor with a teacher’s heart. Also, 

I emphasize to both pastor and student that 
20 hours a week is the maximum load a 
full-time student can usually manage, and 
the student MUST have regular opportunity 
to be spiritually fed as well. Most have 
chosen Wesley’s Thursday Night Worship 
as their weekly sanctuary. The relationship 
each student has with the Wesley 
Foundation, and the local church where 
they work with youth, is symbiotic. 

Another bonus is that the youth learn, 
from the example of their youth director, 
that Wesley Foundation is “where you go 
when you get to college.” 

Printed here are a few comments from 
some of the Wesley students currently 
working in youth ministry: 

Amber Oxley 

Being involved in 
campus ministry helped 
me form relationships 
with people that would 
be my bosses later on. 

Attending both min¬ 
istries, and a local 
church too, can be a 
spiritual ”tug of war ’’ 
sometimes after switching my roles so 
often. But I’m grateful for all of them. I 
serve in campus ministry, I leam and am 
fed in my local church, and I teach and 
lead in youth ministry. 

Bruce Wilson Jr. 

I was in youth min¬ 
istry at Moss Bluff 
United Methodist 
Church as a volunteer 
for two years. I started 
attending the Wesley 
Foundation in January 
of 2003 (When I started Bruce Wilson, Jr. 
college, I was scared at 




Amber Oxley 


first to go into the building). I worked as an 
intern at the Wesley and then started youth 
ministry with Wesley UMC in Sulphur in 
September of 2004. Looking back, it was 
such a contrast—the Wesley Foundation felt 
like a place for me to grow spiritually and 
the church was my mission. I look back on 
those days as good times of discernment. 

Chelsea Davis. 

I always knew I 
wanted to work with 
kids, but I probably 
wouldn’t have had that 
chance if I didn’t start 
with the Wesley 
Foundation. I built rela¬ 
tionships through Chelsea Davis 

Wesley that I otherwise 
wouldn’t have made. I also think my deci¬ 
sion to work at camp had a lot to do with 
the Wesley Foundation. I probably never 
would have explored that if it weren’t for 
the influences I had through the Wesley 
Foundation. I started youth ministries at 
Wesley United Methodist Church only a 
year after being a part of campus ministry. 
The Foundation not only creates a safe and 
welcoming environment for students to be 
a part of, but also helps them explore their 
call to ministry. I personally believe we all 
have a call to ministry, andthe Wesley 
Foundation gave me the opportunity to 
explore mine. 

David Mire 

The relationships I 
established while at the 
Wesley Foundation 
have shaped my life and 
my ministry. I had got¬ 
ten my feet wet in the 
waters of ministry 
before arriving at the 
Wesley, but it was there 
that I was able to lead 
small groups, travel on missions, and fur¬ 
ther explore my call. Through one of the 
friendships started at the Wesley, I began to 
serve at Camp URC. The joy that I 
received from my time in camp ministry 
and the knowledge I gained while a part of 
the Wesley Foundation were vital in giving 
me the confidence to apply as the 
Children’s and Youth director at Wesley 
UMC in Sulphur. I am currently the 
Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries at First UMC, Alexandria and I 
am working towards ordained ministry. 
While at the Wesley Foundation, I met my 
now wife, learned what it means to be a 
servant leader, and deepened my faith 
through small groups and missions. I will 
forever be grateful for the family I now 
have because of my time there. 

Martha Mire 

Ever since my first week in my own 
youth group, my dream was to grow up 
and be a youth director. I had a great one 
that had a profound influence in my life, 
and if I could help just one teen like she 
helped me, I wanted to do that. My first 
semester at McNeese, I was not as 
involved in the Wesley as I wanted to be 
because I was working. That took away 



David & 
Martha Mire 



from my availability to participate in all the 
Wesley had to offer. Fortunately, I became 
a student intern my sophomore and junior 
years and learned and grew so much spiri¬ 
tually. I was blessed to experience all dif¬ 
ferent kinds of Bible studies and small 
groups. I learned how vital it is to sit down 
and have conversations with people, how 
to truly make others feel welcome, and 
how many people need our help and 
prayers both locally and internationally. 
There was a flyer posted in the Wesley, one 
day, advertising a part-time position at 
Sweet Lake UMC for a youth director. My 
mouth went dry and my heart race—literal¬ 
ly. I was going to something completely 
new and just prayed that God was using 
me. I learned so much from my youth, the 
phenomenal pastor that shepherded me 
there, and the congregation. Now, I help 
with the youth group where my husband is 
the Director of Youth and Young Adults. 
When I reflect on my years at the Wesley, I 
cannot imagine my college years without it 
and everyone I met there. Not only did I 
grow spiritually, but I also was able to have 
some dreams come true—like being in mis¬ 
sions both locally and internationally, and 
meeting my Godly, wonderful husband. I 
am thankful for the pastors I met along the 
way that helped guide and strengthen me— 
some even performed our wedding! 

Katie Black 

I came to the Wesley 
foundation before I got 
involved in youth min¬ 
istry. Both were amaz¬ 
ing opportunities for me 
to leam and grow in fur¬ 
thering the ministry. 

Working with youth 
ministry while being 
involved with the Wesley helped most in 
helping youth understand that there is 
’’faith beyond high school,” because there 
was a setting like the Wesley to help keep 
students on track. I was lucky enough to 
get nourishment from the Wesley, and then 
share blessings with the youth. It was an 
unforgettable experience... 

Guy Occhiogrosso 

The proverbial 
’’warming of my heart" 
started with youth min¬ 
istry, while I was at a 
place in my life of dis¬ 
contentment. Little did I 
know what God had in 
store for me. I received 
an offer to assist with 
youth ministry at my 
home church, Westlake UMC. 

Also, I became involved with JW’s - the 
Welsey Foundation (the brand at that time). 
I came to the Wesley in search of fellow¬ 
ship with other United Methodist college 
students (the great parking was helpful 
too). 

I found a great youth ministry mentor in 
Lacy Crouch, who was serving as Director 
of Ministry at the time. After a few months 
of developing relationships with the stu¬ 
dents, many of whom were a few years 
younger than me, I had the opportunity to 



Guy 

Occhiogrosso 



Katie Black 


serve as the Director of Operations for the 
Wesley. This led to opportunities to serve 
as a youth ministry volunteer at First UMC 
of Lake Charles, the assistant youth coordi¬ 
nator for the Lake Charles District, a camp 
dean on a number of occasions at all three 
UMC camps in the conference, assistant in 
CCYM functions for the “great” Tom 
Dolph, and a number of other opportunities 
around the country. This was an amazing 
three years of my life - three years for 
which I hope my service glorified God, and 
provided ministry to students as much as 
they provided ministry to me. 

Nine years ago, I moved to the Pacific 
Northwest to be with family. I have had 
opportunities to serve in similar roles as a 
Youth Director of Garden Street UMC in 
Bellingham, Wash, and camping volunteer. 
My tenure here only lasted a bit over two 
years, but I am thankful for the years I was 
blessed with the ability to serve many stu¬ 
dents in many capacities in both confer¬ 
ences. 

Andrew Connell 

The reason I am a 
Christian today can be 
traced to a few notable 
sources. The first of 
which was my involve¬ 
ment in youth group 
during junior and senior 
high. That involvement 
led me to be involved 
on a district and conference wide level with 
DCYM and CCYM. Once I graduated and 
entered college, it was almost instinctual to 
go to the campus’ Wesley Foundation and 
begin attending. Through all these outlets, I 
saw and experienced the realness and rele¬ 
vance of God. Having a passion/duty to 
follow God and given my meaningful time 
spent in my own youth group, I couldn’t 
help but to take it a step further and begin 
youth ministry and share my experiences 
and encounters with God. The Wesley 
Foundation was an important stepping 
stone for myself and others. The youth 
group I work with now was previously led 
by another Wesley Foundation student. In 
fact, most of the Methodist Church’s youth 
groups in Lake Charles are led by a Wesley 
student or graduate. 




Andrew Hedlesky 

After graduating high 
school, I moved to 
Arkansas to intern at a 
church in Hot Springs. 

When I moved back to 
Lake Charles, I needed a 
way to remain involved 
with the church. So I 
talked to Doug Young, 
the youth director at 

St.Luke Simpson UMC. They hired me to 
help with the youth group. I’ts been two 
years working there now, and I’m going to 
work with youth as my main career. I 
joined the Wesley a semester before talking 
to Doug, and continue to help out there. 


Andrew Hedlesky 


*Rev. Bulhof is the campus minister for 
the Wesley Foundation at McNeese State 
University 
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Hinkley inducted into John Wesley Society 



During a John Wesley Fellows dinner 
at the United Methodist Men National 
Gathering in July, Carl Young is 
shown surprising Jay Hinkley by 
inducting him into the John Wesley 
Society. Hinkley served for four 
years as president of UM Men in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 


PWJ Grants, from page 1 

McGuire’s senior pastor and actively sup¬ 
ports the endeavor. 

“Right now, we are working with a local 
cleaning business to develop and install 
clothing racks on tracks inside the trailer,” 
said Rev. McLain. 

Shalom Zone Community, Inc., a min¬ 
istry of First Street Peck Wesley in New 
Orleans, is expanding its services to 
Central City children through its “Let 
Peace Prevail” project. Floragene Mays 
Jones serves as director of the project. Rev. 
Dr. Martha Orphe, pastor, supports the 
overall Shalom Zone goal of inspiring chil¬ 
dren—especially those living in the highest 
crime district of New Orleans—with a 
“respect for life, a respect for learning, and 
aspirations for a quality of life free of 
drugs, violence and other risky behaviors.” 

A PWJ grant of $1,500 will provide 
some of the funds needed for the “Let 


Peace Prevail” Saturday program. 
Participants will receive meals and Bible 
studies, along with classes in conflict reso¬ 
lution, digital photography and music. 

Field trips are planned to enrich on-site 
activities. Volunteers will support profes¬ 
sional staff. In the past, Tulane University 
students have served as volunteers. 

Peace with Justice is one of six special 
celebration Sundays of the General Church 
and is designed to support our UMC Social 
Principles. Peace with Justice Sunday is 
celebrated either on the second Sunday 
after Pentecost or on another Sunday of a 
congregation’s choosing. In addition to the 
Conference Peace with Justice program, 
PWJ grants are also available through the 
General Board of Church and Society. 

The next deadline for Conference sub¬ 
missions is Jan. 3, 2014. For information, 
application guidelines and other assistance, 
email Dr. Patricia T. Bates at 
pbates@lsus.edu 



Rudy Rasmus speaks 

First Grace United Methodist Church, 
3401 Canal St. in New Orleans, celebrat¬ 
ed its sixth anniversary Sunday, Oct. 20 
at 11:10 a.m. This special event featured 
“rousing gospel music” and guest speak¬ 
er Rev. Rudy Rasmus, noted author and 
global humanitarian. 

“Rasmus has been a friend of this 
church for several years,” said Rev. 
Shawn Anglim, pastor of First Grace 
UMC. “We invited him to offer our 
anniversary message because Pastor 
Rudy has established a ministry and 
church with the disenfranchised—the 
poor and the down and out. He leads 
with a spirit of prophetic hope and 
impartiality.” 

Rasmus co-pastors with his wife 
Juanita the 9,000-member congregation 
of St. John UMC in Houston, Tex. At 
least 30 percent of its members were pre¬ 
viously homeless. According to his bio, 
he attributes St. John’s growth and suc¬ 
cess to having compassionate members 
who have “embraced the vision of tear¬ 
ing down the walls of classism, sexism 
and racism and building bridges of 
unconditional love, universal recovery 
and unprecedented hope.” 

At First Grace, members and visitors 


at First Grace UMC 

also hear the message of total acceptance 
and unconditional love, said Rev. 

Anglim. 

On Oct. 21, 2007, two years after 
Hurricane Katrina, the remnant of First 
UMC—an historically white congrega¬ 
tion—and that of Grace UMC—an his¬ 
torically African American congrega¬ 
tion—merged to form First Grace UMC. 
“The 60 of us made a decision to let go 
and let God. We believed that God would 
honor our embrace of the Gospel mes¬ 
sage to show no partiality and to create a 
space where the city can worship,” added 
Anglim. 

The church stays “committed to living 
with each other, not just near each other,” 
placing community outreach as a high 
priority. “We have founded and operate 
Hagar’s House, a home for women and 
children; partnered with the Desmond 
Project to prepare and serve 150 meals 
each Saturday at the New Orleans 
Mission; provide another 25-50 emer¬ 
gency meals a week at First Grace; and 
minister to numerous children in our 
neighborhood through choirs, soccer 
camps and other efforts,” said Anglim. 

For more, vist the church’s website at 
http ://www.firstgraceumc. org 



Shalom Zone Community, Inc., a ministry of First Street Peck Wesley UMC in New 
Orleans, is a recipient of a 2013 Peace with Justice Grant. Pictured above are children 
enjoying a summer camp which was partially funded by a PWJ grant. 
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Conference-wide and national events equip for leadership, social action 


L.E.A.D. (Leadership, Evangelism, Administration and Discipleship) slated Nov. 15-16 
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Make plans to attend L.E.A.D. 2013 
(Leadership, Evangelism, Administration 
and Discipleship) to be held at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. from Nov. 15- 
lb. 

Workshops are centered on “reaching a 
new generation” and include such topics as 
enhancing your social media skills; build¬ 
ing a youth and young adult ministry; 
social justice; and “reaching our young, 
black men.” Pastor Raymond D. Bailey, 
founder of a motivational public speaking 


group known as Commission Foundation, 
will speak on prison ministry and motivat¬ 
ing for change. Broderick Bagert, organizer 
of Together Baton Rouge and post-Katrina 
New Orleans community organizer, will 
speak on the subject of social justice. 

Contact Rev. Joe Connelly at (225) 343- 
8421 or Rhonda Whitley at (888) 239-5286 
or view the event brochure at 
http://www.la- 

umc.org/console/files/oEvent_Calendar_E 
UXQLB/2013_LEAD_BEMQBP9Q.pdf . 


Exploration 2013 is Nov. 15-17 in Denver, Colorado 

EXPLORATION 2013, to be held Nov. 
15-17 in Denver, Col., is a three-day event 
for young adults age 18-26 to hear, discern 
and respond to God’s call to ordained min¬ 
istry and to explore their gifts for service as 
a deacon or elder in The United Methodist 
Church. 

If you have sensed God might be calling 
you to ordained ministry, wondered what 
ministry in The United Methodist Church 



is all about, would like help sifting through 
issues involved in an ordained vocation, or 
want to leam more about The United 
Methodist seminaries and theological 
schools, this gathering is for you. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, 
Episcopal leader of the Louisiana 
Conference will speak at the event. Visit 
http ://www. explorecalling.org/ exploration/ 
for more information. 


A Gathering of Urban and Rural Practitioners to feature Bishop Swanson 



A Gathering of Urban and Rural 
Practitioners will be held Jan. 16-18, 2014 
in Houston, Tex. Participants will take 
home insights from gifted speakers and 
relevant workshops, best practices for 
leading renewal in today’s challenging 
urban and rural context, and new connec¬ 
tions with peers facing similar issues. 

Speakers and workshops will cover 
such diverse topics as Congregational 
Renewal in both the Rural and Urban 
Context, Grant Writing, Asset-based 
Community Development, Circles Out of 
Poverty, Effective Combating of Racism, 
Cross-Cultural Hospitality, Networking 


Conference groups sponsor social action event in February 2014 



Poverty and the Christian Response — 
What does the Lord require of you? is slat¬ 
ed for Feb. 8, 2014 at First United 
Methodist Church, 703 Lee Ave. in 
Lafayette. 

A Louisiana Conference social action 
event sponsored by United Methodist 
Women, United Methodist Men, the Board 
of Church and Society and COSROW, the 
workshop is 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at the church. 

Although acts of mercy (like donations 
to the Food Bank) are vital, and will be a 


Theory and Practice, and much more. 

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will 
serve as opening worship preacher for the 
event, speaking on “The HOPE Factor.” 
Louisiana’s own Rev. Dr. Joe Connelly 
will present a plenary with Rev. Sharon 
Schwab entitled “Shifts and their Impact.” 
Rev. Levy Bautista, with the United 
Nations and General Board of Church and 
Society, will also present during the event. 

This event is sponsored by the General 
Board of Global Ministries (UMC) and 
coordinated by the International Rural and 
Urban Network of the UMC.Questions? 
Call Dr. Joe Connelly at (225) 266-7363. 


part of this event’s discussion, the work¬ 
shop will focus on justice, action and long¬ 
term solutions to social problems and 
needs. 

The registration fee, which includes 
lunch, is $15 and must be submitted by 
Feb. 1,2014. 

Register online by going to 
https ://louisiana- 

reg.brtapp.com/SocialActionEvent 

Contact Margery Manuel at (337) 230- 
1090 for questions. 


2014 5-Day Academy is themed ‘praying the scriptures, praying the hours’ 



Lxdstata 5 Day 

Autdemy for Spirited formxtion 


Join clergy and laity for a unique retreat Benson. Find out more about the event on 

experience during the 2014 5-Day the conference website at http://www.la- 

Academy slated for Feb. 9-14 at The umc.org/events/detail/4885 

Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

Experience how the ancient prayer prac¬ 
tices of lectio divina and the “Liturgy of 
the Hours” cultivates the life of 
Christ within us. Experience the restorative 
rhythm of prayer, study, worship and rest. 

Experience the joy of spirit-filled com¬ 
munity as participants are led through the 
retreat by Sr. Kathleen Flood and Robert 
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United Methodist Women celebrate with 
living timeline launched in October 


The United Methodist Women national 
office launched a mixed-media engagement 
project—We Make It Happen: A Living 
Timeline—on Tuesday, Oct. 1. The ongo¬ 
ing submissions will be posted on 
Facebook and Pinterest. Through various 
means of written and artistic expression, 
this project asks women to tell the stories 
of United Methodist Women members who 
have inspired them: their mothers, grand¬ 
mothers, aunts, godmothers, daughters, 
granddaughters, sisters, nieces, goddaugh¬ 
ters and friends. This “Living Timeline” 
will be unveiled at the United Methodist 
Women 2014 Assembly, held April 25-27, 
2014 at the International Convention 


Center in Louisville, Ky. 

In the spirit of sisterhood, organizers are 
asking the questions: How does the United 
Methodist Women member in your life 
inspire you? How is she an inspiration to 
others? What does she do to show unwa¬ 
vering support of women, children and 
youth? Find out more here about We Make 
It Happen: A Living Timeline and view 
beautiful pieces of art, video, music and 
written expression received thus far on 
United Methodist Women’s Pinterest page. 

Make submissions to the timeline 
through Feb. 7, 2014 and visit our submis¬ 
sion page and the event web page at 
www.assembly2014.org. 


Youth enjoy fellowship, worship and serv¬ 
ice at Junior High retreat Nov. 8-10 


Junior High retreats are a way for youth 
to gather with their peers and leam about 
mission, explore their faith, fellowship and 
build leadership. 

During the Nov. 8-10 retreat, youth will 
engage in worship, enjoy activities and 
hear dynamic speakers, all on the beautiful 
Wesley Center Campus. 


Youth in grades 7-8 are invited to 
attend, accompanied by a youth worker 
over the age of 21 from their church or 
group. 

The deadline for registration is Monday, 
Nov. 4 at midnight. For information, visit 
http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detaiF 1927 



The Benton United Methodist Church UM Men gave 29 copies of a new Christian 
devotional book to the Benton Fire and Police Departments. The book is entitled, 
‘Strength for Service to God and Community.” 

The book is written for men and women who “rush into dangerous situations when 
others are running the opposite direction.” It provides a daily Bible verse, devo¬ 
tional and prayer. The devotions are modem accounts of the courage and faith of 
Christian public servants from the United States armed forces as well as police 
and fire personnel. These devotionals are a ministry of the General Commission 
of United Methodist Men. “Local service personnel and their families sacrifice so 
much for us; we wanted to give each of them a token of our gratitude that would 
strengthen each of them in their daily walk with our risen Lord,” said Matt Wise, a 
member of the Benton United Methodist Men’s group. To leam more about this 
outreach ministry, please email mattbwise@bellsouth.net. 


Benton UM Men serve public servants 


GBHEM announces scholarship recipients, 29 from Louisiana Conference 


The Office of Loans and Scholarships 
recently announced that they will be 
awarding over 2,500 students a total of $5 
million in award money for 2013. A total of 
29 students from the Louisiana Annual 
Conference are among the recipients of 
these scholarships. 

These students and their schools 
include: Katelyn Briscoe (Centenary 
College), Claire Davis (LSU, Baton 
Rouge), Linard Davis (Iliff School of 
Theology), Lashandalyn Ford (Southern 
University, Shreveport), Ashley 
Giambelluca (Loyola University), Hannah 


Gaudet (Belhaven College), Leah Gaughan 
(Emory University), Peter Gaughan 
(Candler School of Theology), Ke’Amber 
Gray (Southern University, Baton Rouge), 
Jason Harris (Asbury Theological 
Seminary), Hannah Henderson (Candler 
School of Theology), Norwood Hingle 
(LSU, Baton Rouge), Casey Holts (LSU, 
Alexandria), Annie Jefferson (Ithica 
College), John Johnson (Northwestern, 
La.), Tendresse Kapalang A Sul (Centenary 
College), Jonquail Lewis (Tuskegee 
University), Jessica Lowe (Duke Divinity 
School), Levi Martin (Nicholls State 


University), Steven Murphy (Duke 
Divinity School), Tyler Richardson 
(Southeastern, La.), Austin Rinehart 
(Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary), Kristen Ross (Southern 
University, Baton Rouge), Inellia Smith 
(Southeastern, La.), Idell Thomas-Payne 
(Northwestern, La.), Amanda Price 
(Centenary College), Rhea Williams 
(ULM), Champagne Wysinlge (Southern 
University, Baton Rouge) and Alice Young 
(Iliff School of Theology). 

In the press release targeted to donors, 
the General Board of Higher Education and 


Ministry stated: “Thank you for your sup¬ 
port in recognizing United Methodist 
Student Day, World Communion Sunday 
and Native American Sunday which help 
fund a portion of our loans and scholar¬ 
ships. The remaining funds for these 
awards come from gifts, annuities and 
endowments GBHEM has invested and 
administered for decades.” 

Pastors will receive certificates for their 
congregant scholarship recipients to 
acknowledge for Student Day. 


Centenary to send entire freshman class to Paris, 'first in the nation' 



Centenary College recently announced 
that students entering in fall 2014 will 
begin their college experience with immer¬ 
sive study in Paris, France. Centenary joins 
a very small number of colleges and uni¬ 
versities across the nation that offers a 
shared international study experience to 
first-year students. 

“In my experience, Centenary must be 
the first in the nation to do this,” said 
William Arceneaux, President of the 
Council for the Development of French in 
Louisiana (CODOFIL) and the only person 
in American higher education to lead both 
public and private national university asso¬ 
ciations. “This unprecedented decision to 
send the entire freshman class to Paris will 
place the college in the international spot¬ 
light and result in bringing much-needed 
attention to Louisiana and its efforts to pro¬ 
mote its French language heritage. This ini¬ 
tiative can only be described in one way: 
formidable.” 

The initiative is called Centenary in 


Paris and is part of the college’s new 
August immersive segment of the fall 
semester. The first course new Centenary 
students take will begin and end on campus 
and include 8-10 days in Paris. Each course 
will be taught by a Centenary faculty mem¬ 
ber, and the trip will be supervised by 
Centenary faculty and staff. The intensive 
learning experience will support first-year 
students in creating strong bonds with 
classmates and the college. 

“Centenary in Paris is a meaningful way 
to introduce our incoming students to 
Centenary and its rich history in 
Louisiana,” said French professor Dana 
Kress, Chair of the Foreign Language 
Department and honorary consul of France 
for North Louisiana. “Both Centenary and 
Louisiana have deep cultural, educational, 
and governmental roots in France. Travel 
itself is such an education. As Mark Twain 
tells us, Travel is fatal to prejudice, big¬ 
otry, and narrow-mindedness.’” 

Students entering in fall 2014 will be 


able to do more in their four years of col¬ 
lege. Centenary’s new immersive segments 
in August and May will provide students 
the opportunity to earn up to 40 credit 
hours a year. Students will be able to spend 
more time on activities like international 
study, global service, original research, or 
getting a jump start on graduate or profes¬ 
sional studies and still complete their 
Bachelor’s within four years. 

“I am proud of the work of our faculty 
and staff in developing this very innovative 


implementation of our new immersive seg¬ 
ments,” said David Rowe, President of 
Centenary College. “Intercultural experi¬ 
ences like Centenary in Paris help to deep¬ 
en students’ understanding of and engage¬ 
ment in the world, giving them a greater 
ability to respond to complex global chal¬ 
lenges. Centenary is developing leaders for 
a changing world by giving every student 
the opportunity to do more in four.” 

For more information, visit www. cente¬ 
nary, edu/paris. 
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New health care offered by Louisiana Annual Conference of the UMC 


BY W. RALPH FORD, PENSION AND BENEFITS OFFICER 


The Conference Board of Pensions has 
done a good job of working to improve our 
health care benefits through Benefits 
Management Services (BMS). We now 
have an opportunity to take advantage of 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield’s vast nationwide 
network of providers. 

In the past, when one of our participants 


went out of network 
(usually out of state), 
they did not receive the 
discount on charges 
from doctors and hospi¬ 
tals that we enjoy with 
an in-network facility. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2014, 
we will move from 
BMS to Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield as a third party adminis¬ 


trator (TPA) of our self-funded health care 
plan. 

This will apply to our active clergy, 
dependents, laity and retirees. This will 
save money for the plan and also save any 
out of pocket cost associated with other 
networks resolving our claims. Plan sav¬ 
ings will occur by avoiding out of network 
fees which are passed on to all participants. 

In order to enroll in this new plan, noth¬ 
ing will be required of you. The folks at 


BMS and BCBS will do all the paper work 
necessary. All participants will be given 
new insurance cards before Jan. 1, 2014. 

In addition, we have requested that 
BCBS have pharmacies process claims at 
the cash register rather than our participants 
waiting to file claims at a later date. 

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please call my office at (225) 346-1646. 



Rev. Ralph Ford 


Pension and benefits officer addresses health care reform questions 


BY W. RALPH FORD, PENSION AND BENEFITS OFFICER 


The Affordable Health Care Act has 
caused much confusion around the country. 
The confusion has certainly infiltrated our 
churches and especially my office. It has 
been difficult to add clarity to the conversa¬ 
tion because others often interpret our 
remarks as a vote for health care reform or 
a vote against. However, we must under¬ 
stand the legislation because it is currently 
the law of the land and we must follow the 
law as closely as possible. 

Church Starts 

During the 2013 
Annual Conference 
Laity Session, the 
Conference Board of 
Laity voted to rename 
and shift our emphasis 
from the Bob Lay 1000 
Club to the Church 
Starts Ministry pro¬ 
gram. 

Church Starts Ministry is dedicated to 
the goal of assisting the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church in: planting and constructing new 
churches; restarting, relocating, and reno¬ 
vating existing churches; and in assisting 
existing churches in building repairs and 
construction. The complete policy/guide¬ 
lines may be obtained on the la-umc.org 
web page, Ministries, Laity, Church Starts 
Ministry. 

Church Starts Ministry is a second mile 
giving opportunity directed by the 
Conference Board of Laity. The ministry’s 


Recently, I sent some information to our 
churches to assist in complying with the 
notification portion of the ACA. This letter 
is a requirement of the law that says every 
employer must notify employees of bene¬ 
fits and options offered by the ACA. This 
brought up the question: Who is the 
employer—the local church, or the annual 
conference? This question has not been 
decided by the IRS as of this date. Because 
of this lack of clarity, we made the decision 
that all churches with any amount of pay¬ 
roll must send the notification letter. 
Penalties will not be accrued if the notice is 


director is Eloise Cox whose contact infor¬ 
mation is (318) 992-5932, home; (318) 

758- 2384, cell; ethelweesecat@yahoo.com 

Cox will head the appropriations com¬ 
mittee composed of the District CSM 
chairpersons, Conference Board of Laity 
Treasurer, and the Conference Director of 
Development and Transformation. 
Promotion materials will be available by 
January 2014. 

The dissolution of the Bob Lay 1000 
Club funds will be distributed after the fall 
meeting of the Conference Board of Laity. 
Funds will be distributed to The Well, Faith 
Crossing and New Song, the last three new 
churches starts the Bob Lay 1000 Club 
committed funds for. If you would like 
additional information on the dissolution of 
conference and/or district 1000 club funds, 
please contact Carolyn Dove, Conference 
Board of Laity Chairperson at 
catdove@soft-spec.com or (318) 590-2989. 

Please join in this giving opportunity to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ. 


sent needlessly but penalties for noncom¬ 
pliance can be substantial. 

Another item of interest is exchanges. 
Since the church pays the premium for our 
self-funded health care plan, clergy and 
laity on the plan cannot apply for assistance 
or tax benefits from the federal govern¬ 
ment. If the exchange option is taken, the 
church is still obligated to pay the full pre¬ 
mium for all full time clergy. Any federal 
assistance would have to be repaid if the 
exchange option is taken since we provide 
health care insurance for all our clergy. 

We are working with our partners at 


GCFA and the General Board of Pensions 
and Health Benefits to understand and 
comply with the ACA. As we receive infor¬ 
mation, we will pass this on to our church¬ 
es and clergy so that we can be in full com¬ 
pliance of IRS regulations concerning the 
ACA. 

Please call my office at (225) 346-1646 
if you have any questions about the ACA. 
We will continue to list resources on the 
Conference website that will allow you to 
research and understand provisions of the 
law. 


Celebrating survival through faith, hope and love 

Rev. Cynthia Simpson (African Methodist Episcopal), Lake Charles; Rev. Barbara 
Tousand (Christian Methodist Episcopal), Lake Charles; Rev. Darlene A. Moore (UM), 
Opelousas; Father Thomas Cook (Roman Catholic), Baton Rouge; Rev. Mary Ann 
Robinson (UM), Baton Rouge; Rev. Lovell McCray (African Methodist Episcopal), 
Slidell; and Rev. Constance Saizon (UM), Baton Rouge participated in the Sept. 14 
statewide Conference of African American Breast Cancer Survivors at the Pennington 
Biomedical Research Center in Baton Rouge. The conference featured an all-faith com¬ 
munion of more than 300 cancer survivors, care givers and volunteers from throughout 
the state. 


Ministry builds on existing foundation 



Carolyn Dove 



Cabinet reports from September meeting in Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


BY REV. VAN STINSON, BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENT 

In September, Bishop Harvey and the 
Cabinet made the second stop on their tour 
of the Annual Conference in the capital city 
of Baton Rouge. The Cabinet met Sept. 17- 
18 with a variety of issues on their agenda, 
including ongoing appointive issues, con¬ 
tinuing conversations and updates on The 
LaFon Home, and a new approach and 
agenda for next year’s Annual Conference. 
Central to their gathering was a meeting 
with representatives from the Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry and a frill 


review of current Residents in Ministry, 
those who are in provisional process in 
preparation for ordination and appointment 
in the Annual Conference. The Cabinet and 
Board of Ordained Ministry are committed 
to working together more closely in hopes 
of recruiting, credentialing and deploying 
the most effective clergy for service to the 
Church and in our Annual Conference. 

On Tuesday evening, more than 180 
laity and clergy from across the Baton 
Rouge District gathered in the sanctuary of 
First United Methodist Church, Denham 
Springs, for a time of sharing with Bishop 
Harvey, who once again facilitated a dis¬ 


cussion around core values, our common 
vision and our shared mission as an Annual 
Conference. She challenged the clergy and 
laity of the district to commit themselves to 
leading others into abundant life in Christ, 
to connect and engage with their surround¬ 
ing communities both locally and globally, 
to learn, live and tell the Gospel story to 
the nations and strive to create vibrant 
communities of faith and justice that reach 
out and draw in people from all walks of 
life. Many responded with personal stories 
of how their congregations are leading oth¬ 
ers to abundant life in Christ and practicing 
risk-taking mission and service. David 


Tidwell, our local Cokesbury Community 
Resource Consultant, based in Baton 
Rouge, was present with a selection of 
books and resources available for local 
congregations. David will join the Bishop 
and Cabinet at each of the remaining dis¬ 
trict gatherings around the Conference. 

The next stop on the tour will be in the 
Acadiana District on October 21-22, with 
a gathering hosted by Louisiana Memorial 
United Methodist Church, Opelousas, on 
Monday, Oct. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
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5K/fun walk benefits 
Christian camping 

Uskichitto Retreat Center will hold 
Follow Me to URC, a 5K/fun walk, at 10 
a.m. on Nov. 2 starting at Kinder Park 
Pavillion on David Henry Rd. off La. Hwy 
383. 

This family friendly event will raise 
money for camperships to Uskichitto 
Retreat Center, one of the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist camp sites. 

Also, the Camp Board of Directors has 
moved forward with amending the Articles 
of Incorporation to reflect the changes in 
district areas and other details concerning 
the oversight of the camp. Lake Charles 
and Acadiana clergy members and camp 
representatives are encouraged and invited 
to attend the Annual Membership Meeting, 
which will be held at 2 p.m. on Nov. 2 at 
Camp Uskichitto. There will be a vote 
regarding the changes and a presentation 
on camp ministry events. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact Sue Crise at (318) 329- 
9450. 

Registrations for the 5k/fun walk are 
$25 each and those entering by Oct. 26 
will receive a free t-shirt. To register online 
visit www.campurc.net. 


‘Silent Night’ is theme for 2013 advent resources 


A SILENT NIGHT THAT 
STILLS THE CHAOS. 

THAT'S CHRISTMAS. 

Tk-ftFs CAnVtk. 



This Advent, United Methodist Communications is making it 
easier for you to communicate the true meaning of Christmas to 
your congregation and those outside your church walls by offering 
grassroots marketing tools. 

The “Silent Night” graphics feature the sharing of candlelight. 

As part of our ongoing “Rethink Church” campaign, these 
resources offer a variety of Christmas communication resources 
for social and digital media and print assets such as direct mail 
postcards, poster, newspaper ads and bulletin inserts. 

These products allow for customization to add your church’s 
contact information. Use them for your local and online outreach 
efforts to convey the message of selfless giving during the 
Christmas season. 

This downloadable bundle includes PSD and JPG files. 
Graphics catalog and additional information are available at 
http://shop.umc.org/rethink-church/advent-resources 

Rethink Church is an initiative of The United Methodist 
Church focused on reaching all demographics, but especially seek¬ 
ers and those aged 18-34. 

Welcoming all people and spreading the message of “Open 
Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors” is the mission of the 
Rethink Church initiative. 

United Methodist Communications, the advertising arm of the 
church, is responsible for generating resources for media to be 
used by all local churches in communicating their messages to the 
broader community. 


In Memoriam 

Mrs. Carole Heard 
6/30/2013 

Mr. Norman 
Chappell 

7/07/2013 

Mrs. Marie Frank 
Church 

7/10/2013 

Rev. Jane Trammell- 
Kelly 

8/02/2013 

Rev. Freddie 
Henderson 

9/26/2013 



The end of the year is coming quickly ... 
Is your church ready? 


( 225 ) 346-1535 ( 800 ) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 
information@umf.org 


Order your customized 
Year End Giving brochures 

The end of the year is usually the time 
churches enjoy the peak of generosity in their 
offering plates. 

Why not remind or educate your members of 
the many tax and income benefits they can 
enjoy at year end while helping their church? 

Our low-cost, customized brochures make 
it easy: 

• Shipped within one week 

• No minimum order 

• Only $25 per 100 

Let your members discover the many creative 
ways to give a year end gift, while obtaining 
their financial and philanthropic goals! 
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LAVIM Team 
Leader Training 
and Strategic 
Mission Planning 
Jan. 24-25, 2014 

To register call 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, La. 

(318) 449-4500 
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Bishop calls for offering to aid in super 


Typhoon Haiyan, possibly the strongest 
storm ever to make landfall, battered parts 
of the Philippines on Friday, Nov. 8, 2013. 

With sustained winds of 195 mph, the 
category 5 storm cut a swath of devastation 
across the tip of Cebu and tore through the 
three large island provinces of Samar, 

Leyte and Bohol. UMCOR, the relief 


agency of The United Methodist Church, is 
working with partners in the Philippines to 
provide assistance following the typhoon. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey is asking 
that all United Methodist churches in the 
Louisiana Annual conference receive an 
offering for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to assist in 


NOVEMBER 22, 2013 

typhoon response 

the response. Checks can be made to the 
Louisiana Annual Conference using the 
Advance # 982450 in the memo section. 
Send donations through your church to the 
conference office, or mail donations to 
Louisiana Annual Conference, 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. Donations 
will be forwarded to UMCOR. 


Weekend of the Cross 



Nearly 20 years ago, the youth group from Trinity United Methodist Church in Ruston participated in Mountain T.O.P, 
an outreach project associated with the Tennessee UMC Conference. From that “mountain top” experience, the seeds 
were planted for Weekend of the Cross, a four-day mission event now held during the summer in Alexandria, Ruston, 
Shreveport, Sulphur, New Orleans and the Northshore area. This year’s Shreveport ‘team’ is shown, above. 

Four-day mission event spreading through conference 


Nearly 20 years ago, the youth group 
from Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Ruston participated in Mountain T.O.P, 
an outreach project associated with the 
Tennessee Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. The youth were 
encouraged to “take what they had 
learned” back to their conference, repair¬ 
ing and painting homes for those who are 
most vulnerable in their communities. 

From that “mountain top” experience, 
the seeds were planted for Weekend of 
the Cross, a four-day mission event now 
held in Alexandria, Ruston, Shreveport, 
Sulphur, New Orleans and the 


Northshore area of Louisiana. Most of 
this year’s events were held July 25-28 
throughout the state. 

Although repair and maintenance proj¬ 
ects are a vital part of the weekend, 
organizers encourage youth and adult 
volunteers to build relationships with the 
homeowners they are helping. “Our 
worksite coordinators understand that 
every project may not be completed due 
to bad weather or unforeseen difficulties. 
We can always bring skilled labor in for a 
day to finish the work. We desire much 
more for the homeowners to know that 
this is not just a project to complete, but 


that we are there to show Christ’s love,” 
said Jeff Hogg, program director for 
North Cross UMC and one of the organ¬ 
izers for the Northshore event. 

Rev. Brian Mercer, associate pastor at 
Trinity UMC in Ruston, remembers the 
early days of Weekend of the Cross in 
Louisiana. “My interaction with the event 
began in 1996 when as a youth pastor, I 
traveled with the youth of First UMC in 
Winnsboro to Ruston. Little did I know 
that in four short years, I would be serv¬ 
ing as the youth pastor at Trinity UMC in 
Ruston; I started my ministry there, well 

See Weekend of the Cross, page 5 
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Advent conference-wide initiative gathers 


layette kits 


A Message from Bishop Harvey: 

The road had what appeared to be 
craters in the middle of it as we maneu¬ 
vered our way along the beautiful coun¬ 
tryside on a typically hot day in Liberia. 
The road was so bumpy that our bodies 
actually hurt when we finally arrived at 
the Camphor Clinic. Set in what appeared 
to be the middle of nowhere, we were 
greeted by about 40 tiny, thin, wiry 
African women. They were singing and 
dancing in a tiny makeshift sanctuary. I 
have never been greeted so warmly. The 
hugs were especially wonderful. 

The Camphor Clinic is a place where 
many women from the surrounding vil¬ 
lages give birth to their children, and the 
40 or so women were traditional birth 
attendants (or as we called them TBA s) 
who are trained to receive these precious 
babies into the world. Women from the 
village entrust the care of their unborn 


children to these women who are trained 
utilizing funding from UM COR. 

These are the kinds of places that bene¬ 
fit from the Layette Kits that are one of 
many important ‘kits”provided by 
UMCOR. Women who have little can 
receive the necessary items to begin life 
with their precious child. 

As we begin our Advent journey, we 
are reminded of the babe bom in a 
manger, also with access to little. We are 
asking you and your church to help collect 
items for the layette kits so that a moth¬ 
er—probably a young mother—many 
miles across the globe can begin life 
knowing that someone in Louisiana pro¬ 
vided them with a great beginning. 

In Christ, 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 


Join United Methodist churches from 
throughout the Louisiana Conference as 
we “Prepare for the Child” by collecting 
items for layette kits for distribution 
through United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. From Nov. 17-Dec. 8, congrega¬ 
tions are asked to place collection barrels 
or boxes in a prominent place so that 
members can donate items from the list 
below. These layette kit components will 
be collected for delivery to the UMCOR 
Sager Brown Depot between Dec. 9-12; 
more information about that process will 
be announced soon. 

There is a promotional flyer for adver¬ 
tising in the local churches, along with a 
banner/logo that can be printed out and 
placed on collection boxes/barrels. Find 
these on the conference website. In indi¬ 
vidual church communications, publicize 
the list below, promote collection dates, 
and offer members the opportunity to 
donate funds toward the project if they 


prefer ($35 provides one layette kit). 
Please do not assemble the layette sets; 
Sager Brown would prefer to put them 
together at the site. 

The components for each Layette Kit 
include: 

6 cloth diapers (prefolded or plain, no 
disposable diapers, please) 

2 shirts (undershirts or onesies) 

2 wash cloths (infant size only) 

2 gowns or sleepers 
2 diaper pins (with protective plastic 
closures) 

1 sweater or jacket (front opening-may 
be hand knitted, crocheted or sewn. 
Hooded sweatshirts are okay) 

2 receiving blankets (28” x 28” to 32” 
x 32”- no crib blankets, please) 

A personal story illustrating how the 
layette was used in 2013 can be found at 
http ://www.umcor. org/UMCOR/Resource 
s/News-Stories/2013/February/0204-In- 
Uganda-Life-Begins-with-Dignity 


Lay Delegates needed for 2016 
General/Jurisdictional Conferences 


BY CAROLYN DOVE 
CONFERENCE LAY LEADER 

On behalf of the 
Louisiana Annual 
Conference Board of 
Laity, Conference Lay 
Leader Carolyn Dove 
invites interested and 
qualified lay members 
of our conference (who are also able to 
meet the associated time, attendance and 
financial responsibilities) to consider plac¬ 
ing themselves in nomination for election 
as delegates to the 2016 General 
Conference and/or Jurisdictional 
Conference of our denomination. Church 
law requires that delegates “shall have been 
members of The United Methodist Church 
for at least two years preceding their elec¬ 
tion, and shall have been active participants 
in The United Methodist Church for at 
least four years preceding their election.” 

General Conference, which convenes 
every four years, is the top policy-making 
body of The United Methodist Church. 
Church law (The Book of Discipline) pro¬ 
vides that no person or organization except 
the General Conference has authority to 
speak for the denomination. Meeting sites 
rotate among the five geographic jurisdic¬ 
tions of the denomination, with the 2016 
General Conference being scheduled for 
May 10-20, 2016 in Portland, Oregon and 


South Central Jurisdictional Conference to 
be held in Wichita, Kansas on July 13-16, 
2016. 

Church law limits General Conference 
to a maximum of 1,000 delegates - half 
clergy, half lay - and requires that each 
annual conference have at least one delem 
gate from each order. Beyond that, a con¬ 
ference’s representation is based on the 
number of lay members and clergy mem¬ 
bers in the conference, as compared to 
worldwide denominational membership 
figures. For the Jurisdictional Conference 
delegation, the Book of Discipline allows 
each annual conference to elect “twice the 
number of its General Conference dele¬ 
gates.” 

In the last quadrennium, there were five 
(5) lay and five (5) clergy delegates elected 
to attend General Conference from 
Louisiana (and twice that number to 
Jurisdictional Conference). Laity elect lay 
delegates, and clergy elect clergy delegates. 
The first delegates elected will fill both 
General Conference and Jurisdictional 
Conference delegation needs, with addi¬ 
tional elections completing the South 
Central Jurisdictional Conference delega¬ 
tion. The number for election to the 2016 
conferences are four (4) lay and four (4) 
clergy delegates elected to attend General 
Conference from Louisiana (and twice that 
number to Jurisdictional Conference). 

See Lay Delegates, page 6 



Carolyn Dove 


Bishop Harvey elected COB secretary 


Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey was 
elected the next secretary of the Council 
of Bishops by the council’s active bish¬ 
ops on Nov. 13 in Lake Junaluska. 

Harvey has served as bishop of the 
Louisiana Conference since September 
2012. She will be taking on the role as a 
parliamentarian and as an organizer who 
helps keep Council of Bishops gather¬ 
ings on course. 


Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr., who 
leads the Califomia-Nevada Annual 
Conference, will be the next president of 
the Council of Bishops. The council’s 
active bishops also elected Dakotas- 
Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
as the president-designate, and Ohio 
West Area Bishop Gregory V. Palmer to 
deliver the episcopal address during the 
next General Conference in 2016. 
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United Methodist pastor receives recognition, funds for work with at-risk youth 


Rev. Lisa Fitzpatrick, co-founder of the 
APEX Youth Center in New Orleans and 
recently named as a 2013 CNN Hero, has 
been recognized again for her groundbreak¬ 
ing work with decreasing violence among 
youth in a city that ranks third among the 
deadliest in the nation. 

Selected by 5 Hour Energy as an 
“Amazing Person,” Fitzpatrick received, on 
behalf of APEX, a gift of $50,000 to fur¬ 
ther the ministry of the youth center. (See 
the interview at 

http://5hourenergy.com/helps-amazing-peo- 

ple/lisa-fitzpatrick-and- 


apex/#sthash.Vs3TiA4Q.dpbs) She has 
also been honored as one of Harvey’s 
Heroes, an award given by TV host Steve 
Harvey, and was interviewed on his nation¬ 
ally syndicated program on Oct. 30. (See 
the story at http://steveharveytv.com/har- 
veys-hero-lisa-fitzpatrick/). 

Fitzpatrick also had the pleasure of pre¬ 
senting the game ball during opening cere¬ 
monies for the season opener game of the 
New Orleans Pelicans! 

Fitzpatrick and her team of volunteers 
extend love and the concepts of conflict 
resolution to a number of the city’s at risk 


children, youth and young adults. 
“Reconciliation, never retaliation” is the 
organization’s motto, said Fitzpatrick, who 
also serves as a part-time associate pastor 
for Peoples United Methodist Church in a 
city which is working to decrease its high 
murder rate. 

It is no surprise that this humble local 
pastor was “shocked” when she received 
the call to let her know that she had been 
named one of 25 CNN Heroes for the year 
2013. “We’re humbled and honored. This 
speaks to the amazing work that the kids 
are doing. They are the real heroes. To live 


in the midst of daily violence in their 
neighborhoods, to bear the burdens they 
bear—their courage and strength is heroic,” 
said Fitzpatrick, who felt a call to ministry 
early in life. 

See the feature that CNN did on APEX 
at www. cnn. com/2013/07/18/us/cnnheroes- 
fitzpatrick-new-orleans-youth/index.html 

To find out more about APEX, visit 
www.apexyouthcenter.org for more infor¬ 
mation. 


2013 Junior High retreats enjoyed by 230 



Exploring the topic of grace, Louisiana 
Conference Junior High retreats were held 
Oct. 25-27 and Nov. 8-10 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth La. A total of 97 
youth and adults attended the October 
event and 133 youth and adults attended in 
November. 

Youth and adult workers participated in 
youth-led activities that explored the sub¬ 
ject of grace, and included reflection on 
issues affecting our world, and how God is 
calling each of them to be a part of the 
solution to those problems. Mission organi¬ 
zations expanded on ways to serve in small 
groups with representatives from United 


Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR,) Shepherd’s Market (a client- 
choice food pantry), and Hope House (a 
children’s home in Alexandria). Rev. Oscar 
Ramos from First Grace UMC in New 
Orleans spoke in one of the small groups 
about the church’s many outreach missions, 
including Hagar’s House, a shelter for 
women and their children. 

The youth also followed the “Just 
Neighbors” curriculum from Family 
Promise (www.familypromise.org) in one 
of the sessions. The materials focused on 
preparing young people for mission and 
examined the root causes of poverty. A 


youth and adults at The Wesley Center 



Contemporary Worship Band led worship. 

Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
(CCYM) is a volunteer group of youth and 
adults from United Methodist churches 
from across the state, representing each dis¬ 
trict to provide leadership and create oppor¬ 
tunities that bring young people closer to 
Christ. If you have any questions about 
Youth Ministries, CCYM or upcoming 
events, please contact Sabrina Short, Youth 
Ministry Strategist at (225) 490-0314 or 
email sabrinashort@la-umc.org. 


Rouge and the Broadmoor Baton Rouge 


labyrinth walk, where participants prayed 
for the problems of the world, was incorpo¬ 
rated into the events of the weekend. 

Youth worshipped around a bonfire on 
Saturday night—during which three youth 
recommitted their lives to Christ— and 
participated in a communion service on 
Sunday morning. Music was provided by 
the gospel band Organic Praise Band in 
October and featured speaker was Rev. 
Robert Johnson, pastor of a new church 
start in the Lafayette area. In November, 
the featured speaker was Rev. Juan 
Huertas, pastor of St. John’s UMC in Baton 
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Southern University’s Wesley Foundation reaches out to 
campus, Baton Rouge community and world, at large 


Ministry is alive and well at Southern University’s Wesley Foundation in Baton Rouge. Students participate in 
a wide variety of activities and outreach projects, impacting the campus, the local community and beyond the 
borders of Louisiana. Pictured clockwise from left, Southern Wesley Foundation student Corey Hill attended 
Exploration 2013—a denomination-wide vocational discernment event--in Denver, Colorado Nov. 15-17. More 
than 30 Southern students traveled with the Wesley to Washington D.C. to participate in the 50th Anniversary 
of the Martin Luther King March on Washington. While there, the students received training from People 
Improving Communities Through Organizing (PICTO) on addressing national issues concerning gun control 
reform and mass incarceration reform. Students are shown performing during a Wesley worship service. 
Wesley participants in the PICTO training in Washington draw up mock plan for their home community. 
“Wesley students have reached out with local ministries at Broadmoor and St. Paul UMCs in Baton Rouge, 
and participated in the Baton Rouge District Habitat build,” said Rev. Willie Laws, Southern’s campus minister. 
Students are pictured at the Habitat project. A tutoring program, conducted by Wesley students in partnership 
with Southern’s Service Learning Department, is helping area elementary and junior high students to improve 
their test scores (see photo on page 1). In addition to the pictured events, students are currently planning a 
rally and concert at the Wesley Foundation for youth and young adults in the Baton Rouge District. 















NOVEMBER 22, 2013 


Louisiana Conference NtJW! 


5 


Rawle presents at Dr. 


Who 50th anniversary celebration in England 



Rev. Matt Rawle, pastor of The Well UMC in Ponchatoula, 
was among a number of scholars from the United Kingdom, the 
United States and Scandinavia invited to speak Nov. 2 in the UK 
at the University of Manchester during the 50th anniversary cele¬ 
bration of “Doctor Who,” a British science-fiction television pro¬ 
gram. 

Rawle presented a paper entitled, “God, Time and Identity: 
Doctor Who and the Great Physician’s Table,” which discussed 
using “Doctor Who” as a “lens through which a congregation 
might understand the nature of the Trinity, God’s relationship 
with time, and human identity.” Over the show’s long history on 
television, religion and religious themes were consistently a sub¬ 
ject of interest to Doctor Who fans and to persons interested in 
the intersection of religion and popular culture. In the program, 
“The Doctor” faces a variety of foes while working to save civi¬ 
lizations and right wrongs. 

One of the major points made in the paper references the defi¬ 
nition of “identity.” “Our identity is not what we think, say, or do; 
rather our identity is what we think, say, and do over time. In 
other words, our identity is our memory. We are a collection of 
our experiences. There is an intimate connection between identity 
and memory. It’s one of the specific things Jesus asked us to do— 
“Do this in remembrance of me,” though salvation does not 
depend on our remembrance of Christ; rather salvation comes 
from being remembered by Christ,” said Rawle. 

A link to Rev. Rawle’s talk is available at http://thepostmod- 
empastor. com/2013/11/08/doctor-who-and-preaching/ 




WEEKEMD OF THE 
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Weekend of the Cross, from page 1 

aware of the history and significance of the 
Weekend of the Cross.” 

Mercer was impressed to find out that 
every one of the youth at Trinity UMC 
agreed that the weekend was the “most 
important ministry” that they participated 
in all year. In 2001, the church hosted 11 
youth ministry groups from other cities and 
towns. By 2003, Weekend of the Cross 
grew to a volunteer base of 235 teenagers 
serving 44 work sites. During this time, a 
number of churches from the Shreveport 
area gathered to start a Weekend of the 
Cross in the Shreveport area. 

Rev. Ben McGehee, pastor of First 
UMC in Columbia, participated in the orig¬ 
inal WOC as a youth at Ruston. “While I 
was serving at Broadmoor UMC, 
Shreveport and Ben was associate pastor at 
Christ UMC, I contacted Ben to see if he 
would join an initiative to bring the event 
to Shreveport. He agreed, and we called 
about eight area youth directors and started 
planning. The decision was made to house 
Weekend of the Cross at Centenary College 
to get students on campus,” said Rev. Jack 
O’Dell, now pastor of St. Luke Simpson 


UMC in Lake Charles. 

While Jack was serving at The Well 
UMC in Ponchatoula, he called Ben once 
more and asked if he would join efforts to 
create WOC on the Northshore. Area 
youth pastors and other laypersons began 
meeting, and yet another site for the week¬ 
end was bom. 

In the fall of 2012, New Orleans partici¬ 
pants in the WOC of Northshore began 
meeting and subsequently birthed the 
NOLA event, the first of which was held in 
the summer of 2013. 

During this year’s event, WOC partici¬ 
pants not only provided help to under¬ 
served citizens, but they enjoyed worship, 
music, dynamic speakers and Bible study 
while forming new friendships with volun¬ 
teers from other churches. 

When the dust settled and the paint 
bmshes were laid down, close to 500 vol¬ 
unteers served others while sharing the 
love of Jesus Christ. 

Volunteers are shown, clockwise from 
top left, at the Sulphur, Ruston, 
Northshore, Alexandria and New 
Orleans events. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 

YOUR GIFT TO MISSION THAT IS MADE ONLINE THROUGH THE ADVANCE ON -j 

UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY WILL BE MATCHED DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR!! 


Make an online donation Dec. 3 to 
UMC#Giving Tuesday; watch your gift 
multiply! 

For one day only, on Dec. 3, 2013 as 
part of UMC #GivingTuesday, gifts made 
to support any project or ministry through 
The Advance will be matched. 

Global Ministries will allocate the 
“matching funds” dollar for dollar up to the 
first $500,000 in gifts to Advance projects 
received online on Dec. 3, 2013, between 
12:00 a.m. EST and 11:59 p.m. 

A maximum of $10,000 per individual 
gift to a project will be dispersed as match¬ 
ing funds. A project may receive a maxi¬ 
mum of $50,000 in matching funds. 

As always, when you give through The 
Advance, 100 percent of your gift directly 
supports the designated ministry; overhead 
costs are covered through other channels. 

Your gift can bring healing and hope to 
survivors of natural or civil disasters; help 
communities build churches, dig wells, 
feed and educate children, and equip hospi¬ 
tals and clinics; or support a missionary 
who is sharing the light of Christ.. .and on 
Dec. 3, every online donation will be 
matched. 

Thank you “in advance” for your faith¬ 
ful support and for doubling your impact 
by making a generous gift on Dec. 3. For 


more information, please visit 
www.umcmission.org. Thank you for con¬ 
necting our church in mission. To give, 
visit http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to- 
Mission/Search-for-Proj ects/Advance- 
Project-Search You will see an “easy to 
find” link on the home page of the 
Conference website at www.la-umc.org 

Read the following testimony by Rev. 
Ann Sutton (pastor of Northwood UMC, 
Lafayette) about the amazing works done 
by United Methodist missionaries through 
The Advance: 

I have had the privilege of nearly 20 
years of international mission experience. I 
am never sure of how much good I have 
done in the lives of those I have gone to 
serve in Mexico, the Bahamas, Cambodia 
or A labama, but I know that I have been 
changed. A long the way, I began to realize 
that the reason I go is to hang out with the 
Global Ministries missionaries who make a 
way for us to come and share in their work. 
It is quickly apparent that the work they do 
is significant, and the sacrifice they make 
to do this work is inspirational. 

It is because of these personal relation¬ 
ships that I invite you to make an online 
gift to a missionary on December 3, 

UMC#Giv ing Tuesday. Your gift w ill go 
directly to your designated missionary or 


project and will be doubled! There are 
more than 850 United Methodist-related 
Advance projects and 300 
missionaries from which to choose. 

There are many missionaries and min¬ 
istries already supported by Louisiana con¬ 
gregations. Choose one of these mission- 
ionaries to make a difference: 

Willie Berman, a long-time friend who 
has guided hundreds of first time mission¬ 
ed into theirfirst hands-on international 
mission just across the border in 
Mexico. Willie has grown from being a 
part-time host to a full-time missionary. 

Joseph and Marilyn Chan visited 
churches across the conference this sum¬ 
mer, telling their story of escape from the 
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia. During their 
exile to the United States, they came to 
know the love of Christ, and now they 
have returned to as primary leaders in the 
rapid growth of the Methodist Church in 
Cambodia. 

Marsha Alexander, president of A sbury 
School on the island of A nda in the 
Philippines. We ve not heard from Marsha 
since the typhoon, but pray for her safety 
and know that every resource we can direct 
toward ministry in the Philippines will be 
needed. 

Dr. Pierre Many a and Dr. Simeon 


Kashala from the Congo are new friends to 
our conference. They visited Louisiana for 
the first time this summer, sharing the story 
of their medical work with malaria and 
AIDS patients. 

In this season of gift giving, this is a 
unique opportunity to bless those who are 
sent to the ends of the earth. Mark your 
calendarfor the day, and make a list of 
missionaries and projects to bless. 

Alternative Giving Ideas for Christmas 

Church members and pastors: Request 
that friends and family give you Christmas 
gifts through a donation in your name to 
your favorite Advance project or mission¬ 
ary, and encourage them to make the gift 
on Dec. 3 to double the impact. Also, 
church members and clergy can make 
Christmas gifts in the form of a donation in 
honor of their friends and family on Dec. 3. 
Do you still want to present a wrapped 
gift? It might be fun to accompany the 
notification with a token representation of 
the designated ministry (a framed map of 
the region, a water bottle for a water proj¬ 
ect, a hammer for a construction project, 
etc.) Or, design or purchase a card that 
reflects the theme of the ministry or a 
photo of the missionary. 


Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church 
2016 Lay Delegate General/Jurisdictional Conference Self Nomination Form 

Name:_ E-mail Address: _ 

Home Address:_ 

Street City/State Zip 

Home Phone:_Cell Phone:_ 

Local Church Membership:_District:_ 

Lay delegates to the General and Jurisdictional Conferences shall have been members of The United Methodist Church for at least 
two years and shall have been active participants in The United Methodist Church for at least four years. (Par. 36, Article V, The 

2012 Book of Discipline) Please submit a photo with completed form. 

I wish to serve as a delegate to General Conference (May 10-20, 2016 in Portland, Oregon) and Jurisdictional 
Conference (July 13-16, 2016 in Wichita, Kansas) because: 


Church Leadership (Local church responsibilities, present and past): 

District offices held: 

Conference offices held: 

Others: 

How do you feel your previous church leadership responsibilities, both present and past have prepared you to 
serve as a Lay delegate to the General and Jurisdictional Conferences: 


Occupation/work: 

Will your current occupation/work allow you to be absent at least three weeks for General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences and the numerous meetings held in preparation for the Conferences? 


Community involvement: 


Do you feel your community involvement will enhance your ability to serve as a Lay delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences? Why? 


I meet the membership qualifications and am willing and able to commit the time necessary to participate in 
General and/or Jurisdictional Conference, including preparation time as well as attendance at Conference. 


Please sign here 

Please be concise-one page only. Email: RhondaWhitlev@la-umc.org or Mail by March 31, 2014 to: Louisiana Annual Conference 
Lay Delegate Application, 527 North Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 


Lay Delegates, from page 2 

The General Conference revises The 
Book of Discipline (The United Methodist 
book of church law) and our denomina¬ 
tion’s “Social Principles,” and adopts reso¬ 
lutions on various current moral, social, 
public policy and economic issues. It also 
approves plans and budgets for church¬ 
wide programs for the next four years. 
Delegates may also propose amendments 
to the church’s Constitution, but those must 
be ratified later in the annual conferences. 
General Conference also elects members of 
the Judicial Council, the church’s “supreme 
court,” and some members of church wide 
agencies. 

Our South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference, which also meets every four 
years for purposes generally including the 
election of bishops and selection of mem¬ 
bers of general boards and agencies, will 
be held on July 13-16, 2016, in Wichita, 
Kansas. The South Central Jurisdiction 
includes 10 Episcopal Areas spanning eight 
states, including Arkansas, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas, as well as 
the southern border of the Navajo Indian 
Nation in northeastern Arizona. 

In addition to meeting the basic qualifi¬ 
cations for election, delegates should be 
able and committed to attend all preconfer¬ 
ence preparatory meetings, to read and 


study the substantial amount of proposed 
legislation, to participate in the interview¬ 
ing of prospective candidates for the epis¬ 
copacy, and to attend and actively partici¬ 
pate in the approximately three weeks of 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
While some funding may be provided by 
the Louisiana Conference to the elected 
delegates to help defray their expenses, it 
will not cover all expenses associated with 
being a delegate. 

Those wishing to place their names in 
nomination are asked to complete the 
“Louisiana Conference Lay Delegate 
Information Form” (found on the Louisiana 
Conference website and in this print issue 
of the Louisiana Now!) and to return the 
completed form and photo to the 
Conference Office via email or regular 
mail no later than March 31, 2014. The 
physical address for the office is 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. Booklets 
including the completed forms of appli¬ 
cants and photos will be distributed at pre¬ 
conference meetings and at the 2014 
Louisiana Annual Conference in 
Shreveport. While nominations may also 
be taken from the floor at Annual 
Conference, timely completion and sub¬ 
mission of the forms will give conference 
delegates needed information about the 
qualifications and experience of those 
wishing to be considered for election as 
delegates. 
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Aurora UMC packs 50,976 meals to stop hunger 


Aurora United Methodist Church in 
Algiers hosted a Stop Hunger Now event 
Oct. 13, packing 50,976 meals. Nearly 200 
volunteers from local churches, service 
organizations and the military completed 
the project in about two hours (and a good 
time was had by one and all!) 

Church members donated the funds nec¬ 
essary to sponsor the event. Volunteers, 
through an assembly line, combined rice, 


soy, dehydrated vegetables and a flavoring 
mix containing 21 essential vitamins and 
minerals into small meal packages. These 
meal packages will be shipped around the 
world to support school feeding programs 
and crisis relief. The food stores easily, 
transports quickly, costs 25 cents a serving, 
and has a shelf-life of three years. For 
information about scheduling an event, go 
to www.stophungemow.org. 


Methodist Children’s Home, Trinity UMC ‘really rock’ 



Members of Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Ruston recently donated 50 
rocking chairs to the youth at Louisiana 
Methodist Children’s Home. Trinity’s 
Outreach Committee sponsored the proj¬ 
ect and the congregation generously 
responded by contributing the funds nec¬ 
essary to purchase the chairs. 

In accepting this large donation, 
Children’s Home President and CEO 


Rick Wheat said, “These rocking chairs 
will have an incredibly positive effect on 
our campus. Our youth face significant 
emotional and behavioral challenges and 
the motion of rocking has been shown to 
affect the brain in a way that soothes, 
calms and contributes to a positive 
mood. In addition to the therapeutic ben¬ 
efits, the chairs also give our whole 
campus a greater feel of home.” 


Lay Servant Ministries offers unique 


leadership and service opportunities 


BYALFRANKS 

The Servant-Leader 
is a servant, first. The 
Servant-Leader’s high¬ 
est priority is to be cer¬ 
tain that other’s needs 
are being served. 

During the 2012 
General Conference of 
The United Methodist 
Church, legislation was proposed to change 
the name of Lay Speaking Ministries to 
Lay Servant Ministries. Approval for the 
name change was given at the 2013 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Many United Methodists were reluctant 
to become part of a program that required 
speaking. The term “servant” was chosen 
because it best describes Jesus’ actions in 
John 13, washing the feet of the apostles. 
“Very tmly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messen¬ 
gers greater than the one who sent them,” 
said Jesus. 

Lay servants have a wide range of func¬ 
tions both in the church and in the commu¬ 
nity. The three tenets of lay servant min¬ 
istries are leading, caring and communicat¬ 
ing. 

Lay servant ministry leadership takes 
many forms. It can include leading Bible or 
other small group studies, leading mission 
endeavors globally and within the commu¬ 
nity, leading in the ministries of the church, 
leading the worship settings, and more. 

Lay servants provide caring presence in 
all they do. They may participate in caring 
and visitation ministries, welcoming 
strangers and new members, establishing 
ministries for those in need, or exhibit care 
and concern for pastors and staff. 

In communicating, Lay servants are 
called to share the good news of Christ 
with others. This communication can occur 
in many ways such as sharing an encourag¬ 


ing word with those who are suffering, 
speaking out for the poor and oppressed, 
conveying God’s work through preaching 
and teaching, or speaking in community 
venues. Most importantly, they live their 
daily lives as followers of Jesus Christ. 

Local Church Lay Servants (previously 
Lay Speakers) are called to be active, sup¬ 
porting and professing members of a local 
church. They should desire to serve the 
church and be well informed on scripture, 
doctrine, heritage and organization of The 
United Methodist Church. They serve pri¬ 
marily in the local churches; however, all 
are called to be in mission and ministry in 
every aspect of life—home, workplace, 
community, leisure activities, local congre¬ 
gations and the world. 

A candidate may be recognized as a 
local church lay servant after one has made 
application in writing and is recommended 
by the pastor and church council or charge 
conference of the congregation where they 
hold membership. 

The candidate must complete the basic 
course in Lay Servant Ministries. 
Completing this course equips a local 
church lay servant to deepen their spiritual 
lives, lead meetings, learn communication 
principles, share their faith story, participate 
in caring ministries and perform other lead¬ 
ership functions within the ministries of the 
local church. 

The Basic Course in Lay Servant 
Ministries is not intended to equip lay ser¬ 
vants to preach. 

Each year, a local church lay servant 
must file an annual report and reapply to 
the charge conference for continued 
approval. Every three years, he or she must 
complete a refresher course which is 
approved by the district or annual confer¬ 
ence committee on Lay Servant Ministries. 

A local church lay servant may become 
a Certified Lay Servant (previously 
Certified Lay Speaker) after submitting an 


application in writing and receiving the 
approval of the pastor and the church coun¬ 
cil or the charge conference of the local 
church where they hold membership. To 
be considered, a Certified Lay Servant one 
must complete the Basic Course and an 
advanced course for Lay Servant 
Ministries. 

Certified lay servants serve in their local 
churches and also in the district, the annual 
conference, and local churches beyond 
which they hold membership. As disciples 
of Jesus Christ, they are encouraged to 
serve in all the areas of their lives. A certi¬ 
fied lay servant may also become a class 
leader with appropriate training. 

The role of Lay Speaker was created at 
the 2012 session of General Conference to 
foster excellence, insure quality, provide 
accountability, and retain the heritage of 
those laity called to provide pulpit supply. 
The lay speaker role falls within Lay 
Servant Ministries and therefore must meet 
the requirements of a Certified Lay 
Servant. A lay speaker must be a professing 
member of a local church or charge who is 
ready and desirous to serve the Church and 
is well informed on and committed to the 
Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organ¬ 
ization, and the life of The United 
Methodist Church. A lay speaker (new cer¬ 
tification) has received specific training to 
develop skills, in this case to serve the 
church in pulpit supply. The courses 
required for Lay Speaker are Leading 
Worship; Leading Prayer; Discover Your 
Spiritual Gifts; Preaching; United 
Methodist Heritage; and United Methodist 
Polity. 

While pulpit supply is no more impor¬ 
tant than other roles within Lay Servant 
Ministries, it is a valuable and necessary 
role. Speaking with excellence from the 
pulpit is an important skill, and it takes 
extra effort to perform in this role. 

Recognition is renewed annually by the 


Conference or District Committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries. To receive recognition 
the Certified Lay Servant must complete 
the following: 

• request for renewal 

• submit an annual report to the charge 
conference and district committee on lay 
servant ministries 

• have been recommended for renewal 
by pastor and local church charge confer¬ 
ence 

• completed an advanced course for lay 
servants at least once every three years 

Each district conducts Lay Servant 
Ministries training twice each year in 
spring and fall. Both basic and advance 
courses are provided, and beginning in the 
spring of 2014, courses for Lay Speaker 
will be provided in each district. 

If you need information about the 
schedule for Lay Servant training or have 
any questions about this ministry you can 
contact any of the following : 

A1 Franks, Director of Lay Servant 
Ministries, Louisiana Annual Conference, 
alfranks@cox.net 

District Directors of Lay Servant 
Ministries: Charlene Smith, Acadiana, 
cbsmith70395@yahoo.com; Mike Allen, 
Baton Rouge, mallen8@ix.netcom.com; 
Valla Johnson, Lake Charles, valla.john- 
sonl951@gmail.com; Sarah Schwab, 
Monroe, sschwab@aol.com; Joanne 
Taylor, New Orleans, taylormamaj@bell- 
south.net; Karen Wise, Shreveport, karenb- 
wise@bellsouth.net 

The Lay Servant Ministries training 
schedule for each district will be listed on 
the conference calendar. 

The “salvation” of The United 
Methodist Church will happen only with 
strong lay leadership. Please take advan¬ 
tage of the training and spiritual growth 
opportunities that are offered in Lay 
Servant Ministries. 



Al Franks 
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LAVIM opportunities 
for 2014-2015 

Plan to participate in one of the fol¬ 
lowing international mission opportu¬ 
nities through the Louisiana Volunteers 
in Mission ministry: 

Ekaterinburg, Russia missions in 
February and June 

Spend February in Siberia - enjoy 
cold and snow like never before! 
During this mission slated Feb. 16-24, 
2014, the team will participate in out¬ 
reach mission projects sponsored by 
First UMC, Ekaterinburg, while visit¬ 
ing and worshipping with members of 
the church. The June mission to 
Ekaterinburg will be from the 12th 
through the 24th. 

Kenya construction mission: Aug. 
14-30, 2014 

Organized through First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, this 
LAVIM construction mission to Kenya 
in 2014 will head to Maua, Kenya to 
work on the Maua Methodist Hospital 
from Aug. 14-30. There are several 
projects on the hospital campus of the 
hospital, and possibly other work-sites 
in the area around the hospital. 

India construction/VBS mission: 
Dec. 26, 2014-Jan. 9, 2015 

A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
India construction and Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) mission is offered from 
Dec. 26, 2014-Jan. 9, 2015. 
Experienced Indian mission leader 
Judy Barbay will serve as team leader. 
Construction projects will focus on 
needed repairs and renovations for 
Methodist churches in the villages 
around Bareilly, India. The VBS will 
be held at the Wame Baby Fold on the 
grounds of the historic Methodist Clara 
Swain Hospital. More? http://www.la- 
umc.org/pages/detaiF 1573 


GBGM grants assist 
local churches 

NEW YORK (UMNS) — Grant appli- 
cations are being accepted for funding of 
up to $10,000 for the strengthening and 
development of the racial-ethnic local 
church. The United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries provides the grants to 
assist local congregations and annual con¬ 
ferences for projects and programs in four 
specific areas: congregational develop¬ 
ment, health ministry, leadership develop¬ 
ment and ministry with the poor. For appli¬ 
cations and more information, contact 
Sonia Brum at sbrum@umcmission.org. 
The application deadline is Monday, Dec. 
2, 2013. 

Lift up World AIDS 
Day, Sunday, Dec. 1 

The United Methodist Global AIDS 
Fund Committee asks local congregations 
to observe the 15th anniversary of World 
AIDS Day. Resources are available at 
http ://www.umcor. org/UMCOR/Programs/ 
Global-Health/HIV/AIDS/AIDS 


Baton Rouge area churches join forces for an ecumenical event 


The North Baton Rouge Area Churches 
Ministry held Prayer, Praise and 
Testimonies on the Bluff, a worship service 
in the Scotlandville Plaza at Scenic 
Highway and Scotland Avenue on Oct. 12. 
Prayers, singing, dancers and inspiring 
readings inspired hope in families “in a 
quest to help in building wholesome com¬ 
munities.” 

Participating churches included 
Camphor Memorial and Hughes United 
Methodist Churches, the Southern Wesley 
Foundation, Holy Trinity Christian Church, 
Elm Grove, Mount Pilgrim, Banks Chapel, 
Arlington, King Solomon and Mount Zion 
Baptist Churches and New Light 
Community Center. 

Evangelist Marilyn Simmons of Church 
of God in Christ of Lake Charles prayed, 
focusing on the problems of crime and vio¬ 
lence, while other ministers prayed for 
schools, local, state and national govern¬ 
ments and the military. Earl Singleton of 
Oasis Christian recited gospel poetry and 
Kathleen Conrad, a United Methodist, read 
an essay. The event was organized by 
Sandra McLauren of Camphor Memorial 
UMC. 




The Market is UP — 

AND TAXES WILL FOLLOW! 


Contact us to see a personalized illustration 
with your tax and income benefits. 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana -* 


[800) 256-9317 or [225) 346-1535 
information@umf.org 
www.umf.org 


"Where Fai111 and Money Come Together' 


T here are a number of 

charitable ways you can save 
on taxes this year and secure 
your financial future. 

Use recently appreciated stocks, 
bonds, low paying CDs, or even cash 
to make a gift. 

You may avoid capital gains taxes, 
generate higher income AND 
support your faith. 
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2014 Louisiana Skeeter Run scheduled for Oct. 11 conference-wide! 


The third annual Louisiana Skeeter Run, 
focused on raising funds and awareness for 
Imagine No Malaria, is slated for Saturday, 
Oct. 11,2014! 

Last year’s event was enjoyed in March 
by approximately 2,500 volunteers and par¬ 
ticipants and raised nearly $78,000 for the 


life-saving INM initiative, sponsored by 
The United Methodist Church. 

Mark your calendars, start to gather a 
“swat team” from your church, and let’s 
get the “buzz” going for next year’s event. 
This is an easy way to promote fellowship 
in your congregation and to show our com¬ 


munities that United Methodists care about 
those who cannot help themselves. It’s also 
a great way to get friends and neighbors 
involved in the life of the church. 

Join us Oct. 11, 2014 for the Louisiana 
Skeeter Run. Have fun while reaching out 
to help others! 


Advent Reflection / 2 



Church Development / 3 



Helping Others / 4 




Small Churches, Big Outreach 


First United Methodist Church of Baker and Bethel UMC of Greenwell Springs, each with about 50 active members, daily feed 
more than 500 people through Community Cafe Outreach, and care for children through a childhood development center, both 
housed at the Baker church. Rev. Gene Rives, pastor, is shown left. Photos by Mark Hunter. 

Baker and Bethel UMCs feed and care for community residents 


BY MARK HUNTER 

The expression “What would Jesus 
do?” may seem over-used at times but at 
the First United Methodist Church of 
Baker and Bethel UMC of Greenwell 
Springs, it is being taken to another level. 

The congregations of about 50 active 
members each are led by the Rev. Gene 
Rives and they daily feed more than 500 
people through the Baker church’s 
Community Cafe outreach. The Baker 
church also recently opened Bright 
Beginnings Childhood Development 
Center which cares for 14 infants and 
pre-school children. 


“I don’t ask that question anymore 
because, ‘What would Jesus do?’ might 
mean what would Gene and Jesus do?” 
Rives said in a humble voice. “What I try 
to say is, ‘What is Jesus doing now and 
where can I go join him?’ That’s what we 
do here - that’s how these ministries 
come about. 

“We tried to open a child care here 
twice and failed miserably because that is 
what we wanted to do,” Rives said, “then 
all of a sudden this (Bright Beginnings) 
lays itself before us.” 

Bright Beginnings is a faith-based, 
for-profit childhood development center 
owned by Stacey and Chris Betz, and is 


modeled after their 78 student, Zachary 
center that’s rated four stars by the 
Louisiana Quality Start Standards. 

The Baker center opened in late 
September in First’s freshly painted and 
renovated Sunday School classrooms and 
employs five certified teachers. 

Renovating dingy classrooms to bright 
lemon, lavender, green and blue, was per¬ 
formed by dozens of volunteers from var¬ 
ious civic and youth groups. A digital 
audio and video security system watches 
the entire facility and new furniture, 
cribs, mats, books and toys fill the carpet- 

See Small Churches, page 5 
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4 Would it be okay if you hugged me?’ What a 


tearful teenage boy taught me about advent 


BY SARAHTHEBARGE 

I flew to Houston over the weekend to 
speak at the Conspire Conference. I stood 
on a stage looking out over a few hundred 
students in grades 6-12, telling them my 
story of having breast cancer in my 20s. 

I talked to them about what a dark sea¬ 
son of life it was for me. The chemo and 
radiation were difficult, but on top of that I 
also lost a good friend to cancer, I was out 
of work for seven months, while in my 
apartment building’s parking lot, my car 
was hit by a truck, and my boyfriend broke 
up with me. After all of that, I ended up in 
the hospital with a raging lung infection 
and a good chance that I would die. 

On the nights I spent in the hospital, I’d 
lie awake and stare at the ceiling and won¬ 
der where God was. “Do you see me? Do 
you love me? Do you care about what’s 
happening in my life?” I prayed. “And if 
you see me and love me and care about my 
life, why don’t you come down and make 
this all go away?” 

I told them how I eventually got better 
and moved from Connecticut to Oregon to 
start over. And every Sunday, I’d go to 
church and pray for God to find me 
because I felt so lost. For six months I 
prayed that same prayer, and then one 
Sunday I realized that the love of God is 
higher, longer, wider and deeper than any¬ 
thing that happens in this world. And so 
not only was I now found by God, but 
never — even for a single second — had I 
ever been lost. 

Around that time, I also met a Somali 
refugee woman and her girls on the train 
one afternoon. I ended up getting involved 
with their family, writing a blog about the 
adventure of helping them adjust to life in 
America, and turning the blog into a book 
called The Invisible Girls so I could use the 


proceeds to start a college hind for the five 
Somali girls. 

I told the students how God worked 
everything for good — because I never 
would’ve been in Portland if my life on the 
East Coast hadn’t fallen apart. And I never 
would’ve recognized the desperate look in 
the Somali woman’s eyes except that it was 
exactly the same look I’d had in my eyes 


“And some of you are there right now 
— you’ve lost someone you loved, or a 
relationship ended badly, or you’re getting 
bullied mercilessly. And maybe it seems so 
bad that the best way out is to end your 
life. 

“But you are here tonight just to hear 
me tell you this: God. Loves. You. 

“He sees you, he cares about you, and 



when I landed in Portland after losing 
everything but my life. 

God had seemed absent, hiding in the 
shadows of painful circumstances. But it 
turns out he was with me all the time, and 
was taking each horrible, painful detail and 
working it for good. 

At the close of the talk, I looked at the 
students and said, “I promise you that at 
some point in your life, something will 
happen that is difficult and painful. 
Something that you don’t understand, that 
you don’t want, that you don’t like. And in 
that moment, you’re going to think that 
God doesn’t love you, that he’s abandoned 
you, and forgotten all about you. 


even when you don’t feel him near you, 
He’s holding onto you every step of the 
way. And he’s going to work this all out for 
good.” 

After I prayed for the students, I left the 
stage and the worship band began to play. 
One of the organizers met me backstage 
and led me to a table in the lobby where I 
was going to do a book signing. 

When the kids were dismissed from the 
session, they got in line to buy a copy of 
The Invisible Girls and get it signed. A 
small girl, who was barely 4-feet tall, wait¬ 
ed in line until it was her turn to come up 
to the table. “I don’t have the money to buy 
your book,” she said quietly. “But could 


you sign my name tag?” 

One of the youth leaders ran and 
grabbed a permanent marker, and I signed 
her laminated name tag. Several other kids 
saw what was going on, and came over to 
get their name tags signed, too. Others 
came over and asked to take a picture with 
me. 

After 20 minutes, everyone had come 
through the line, and the lobby emptied as 
the kids went to their next session. 

And then an overweight teenage boy 
with thick glasses came up to the table 
clutching a copy of my book to his chest. 
He handed it to me to sign, which I did, 
and then I gave it back to him. Instead of 
walking away, he stood there in front of me 
without saying anything, and tears welled 
up in his eyes. 

Finally, he broke the silence. “Would it 
be okay if you hugged me?” he asked. 

I walked around the table and held my 
arms out. He wrapped his arms around my 
waist and clung to me. 

“God sees you, God loves you, God 
cares about you,” I whispered. And I could 
feel his shoulders shaking as he cried. 

During Advent, I’ve been thinking a lot 
about Immanuel, God with us. And I’ve 
been thinking a lot about how, as his fol¬ 
lowers, we get to live out the incarnation 
for each other. We get to be the tangible 
presence of Jesus in this world — a pres¬ 
ence that shines light and makes peace and 
whispers love. 

We get to be his feet that walk the extra 
mile; his eyes that look on even the most 
messy, marginalized people with love; and 
his arms that wrap around self-conscious, 
bullied, lonely teenage boys. 

We get to whisper into the aching ears 
of this world, “God sees you. God loves 
you. God cares about you. Yes — even 
you.” 


Report on the status of the Episcopal Residence 


In January of 2012, the Conference 
Committee on Episcopacy delegated to the 
Episcopal Residence Committee the task of 
assessing the current residence located at 
7344 Woodstock in Baton Rouge. The 
Residence Committee is comprised of rep¬ 
resentatives from CFA, Elaine Burleigh; 
Trustees, Jim Delaune; the Committee on 
Episcopacy, Ellen Alston and lay represen¬ 
tative Mark Montgomery who is an inde¬ 
pendent contractor, architect and member 
of Broadmoor UMC in Baton Rouge. After 
full assessments, the residence committee 
recommended to the Annual Conference 
that the conference either purchase or build 
a new residence in Baton Rouge and sell 
both the present residence and the condo in 
Shreveport. 

The Annual Conference session 
approved the action of the committee and 
the committee began a five month due-dili¬ 
gence process reviewing many homes in 
the Baton Rouge area. “Because the pur¬ 
chase of an episcopal residence is quite dif¬ 
ferent than the purchase of a personal 
home, the committee followed a recom¬ 
mended criteria from the General Council 
on Finance and Administration,” said Jim 
Delaune. The location of the residence 
needed to be accessible to the conference 


office downtown, the airport and major 
freeways to ease travel in and out of the 
city. The residence needed to accommodate 
large groups, and because of the state’s 
propensity for hurricanes, the residence 
also needed to be conducive to serve as 
“command central” in times of disaster 
response and recovery. 

The committee has climbed in attics, 
under foundations and after inspections and 
appraisals has located and purchased a new 
home not far from the current residence in 
Jefferson Place. The home is six years old 
and meets the criteria the committee has set 
and as recommended by GCFA. The loca¬ 
tion of the residence secures the value of 
the asset and positions the conference well 
into the future. 

The Shreveport condo has sold and 
yielded $142,000. The current residence is 
on the market for $739,500 . The sale of 
these two residences along with the 
approved $265,000 from CFA places the 
purchase of the new residence at $999,500 
within the range approved. The new resi¬ 
dence is appraised at $1,150,000 which 
gives the conference immediate equity in 
the home. 

The bishop and her family will be mov¬ 
ing to the new residence over the holidays. 


In Memoriam 


Rev. Owen Peyton 

11/1/2013 

William Jacobs 

11/19/2013 

Rev. Homer Bailes 

12/2/2013 
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Conference-wide growth, change happening with Congregational Development and Transformation 


According to Rev. Dr. Rob Weber, the 
work of the conference office of 
Congregational Development and 
Transformation is continuing and expand¬ 
ing in many areas throughout the state at a 
rapid rate. 

After completing one final class of 
Town and Country Ministries, the office 
has looked carefully at the training proce¬ 
dures needed to assist Louisiana’s congre¬ 
gations that find themselves in a variety of 
settings. Not all congregations in rural 
areas are small and struggling—and not all 
congregations in urban areas are growing 
and dynamic with plenty of staff and 
money. 

Over the past couple of years, many 
United Methodist congregations in 
Louisiana participated in a process of con¬ 
gregational self-identification. 
Congregations answered a series of ques¬ 
tions, or answered “true” or “false” to a 
series of statements about congregations to 
determine their “place” in one of four cate¬ 
gories—On the Move, Faithful and Strong, 
Rekindling the Vision or Passing the 
Mantle. 

While this was informative work, many 
have looked upon the exercise as “one 
more thing we’ve been asked to do.” 

But by completing congregational self- 
identification, churches are well on the way 
to being able to develop strategic plans for 
congregational transformation. “Not all 
plans will look the same. Some congrega¬ 
tions might need to start a second campus, 
while others might need a new worship 
service. Others might need to freshen up 
their physical plant, while others need to 
recognize that after years of faithful serv¬ 
ice, the world around has changed and the 
ministry of that particular congregation in 
its present state has come to its fullness of 
time. In those cases, churches can either 
close or turn the facility over so that a new 
congregation can start in its place,” said 
Weber. 

After reviewing numerous resources for 
congregational transformation, 
Congregational Development and 
Transformation decided to start with the 


following programs: Discovering the 
Possibilities, SHIFTS and Discipleship 
Coaching Training. 

Discovering the Possibilities (DTP) is a 
five- hour facilitated process designed to 
assist congregational leaders in understand¬ 
ing the realities of their ministry context 
and current ministries, and to begin dis¬ 
cerning possibilities for their future in min¬ 
istry. This process is also designed to give 
congregations a realistic sense of what ful¬ 
filling their ministry potential might mean. 
A user friendly, written report capturing 
data and findings, as well as next steps for 
each congregation is provided as part of the 
process. 

Dr. Phil Maynard (a Path 1 consultant 
from the General Board od Discipleship) is 
training facilitators to lead the Discovering 
the Possibilities workshops throughout our 
state. Once several facilitators are trained, 
this will enable the conference to begin 
scheduling congregations across the state to 
participate in this transformational opportu¬ 
nity. To date, Discipleship Coaching 
Training has trained around 95 discipleship 
coaches in the Louisiana conference. 

Discovering the Possibilities has been 
completed at First UMC, Alexandria, and 
Munholland UMC in Metairie. Events are 
scheduled in the first part of the year for 
University UMC in Lake Charles, Bethany 
in New Orleans and at least one congrega¬ 
tion in Monroe. “The response to the 
process has been very positive,” said 
Weber. In the early first quarter of 2014, 
there are DTP events scheduled for 
University UMC in Lake Charles, Bethany 
UMC in New Orleans and St. Mathews 
UMC in New Orleans. 

SHIFTS is yet another congregational 
process designed to help a church live into 
its God-given potential. It includes training 
around both cultural and leadership shifts 
that are necessary to move toward vitality. 
The training is complimented by a coach¬ 
ing relationship that supports the congrega¬ 
tional leadership in identifying potential 
opportunities for growth, planning for con¬ 
gregational development, and implementa¬ 
tion of the plans. The experience includes a 


one-day Saturday workshop and monthly 
coaching through video conferencing. A 
network of 12 churches is participating in 
the first SHIFT experience for the 
Louisiana Conference, which should be 
completed just before conference. 

The first SHIFTS Network began Nov. 
16 in Alexandria with 11 churches partici¬ 
pating in the process. Dr. Phil Maynard, 
who will be onsite for all of the group 
meeting, will work with certified and expe¬ 
rienced coaches Jim Robey and Larry 
Ousley. “The first group event was well 
received as people focused on ‘shifting’ 
from fellowship to hospitality and from 
worship as an event to worship as a 
lifestyle,” said Weber, shown above at a 
recent event. 

Discipleship Coaching Training is a 
workshop designed for congregations hop¬ 
ing to strengthen the process of developing 
mature disciples of Jesus Christ. The 
Discipleship Coaching process clearly 
establishes three important guidelines: 

•In addition to learning about Jesus, dis¬ 
cipleship is about becoming more like 
Jesus. 

•In addition to education about Jesus, 
discipleship is about transformation. 

•In addition to gaining knowledge, dis¬ 
cipleship is about behavior. 

A newly designed Discipleship Internet 
Portal with quality resources for guiding 
people along the discipleship journey as 
well as multiple models for implementing 
Discipleship Coaching within any size con¬ 
gregation is a key component of this 
groundbreaking process. 

A total of 69 coaches were trained dur¬ 
ing an event at Grace Community UMC in 
Shreveport. The training was also held at 
St. Luke Simpson in Lake Charles this past 
October. The tentative date for a 
Discipleship Coaching Training in the 
Monroe District is set for Feb. 8, 2014 
from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

“It is recommended that clergy seek out 
two to four lay persons interested in sup¬ 
porting the discipleship process within their 
congregation to participate in this process,” 
said Weber. 


Another area that is central to all con¬ 
gregational vitality and transformation is 
that of authentic, quality and relevant wor¬ 
ship, said Weber. “In many cases, we have 
moved past the majority of ‘worship 
wars,’ but are still working to help congre¬ 
gations and leaders effectively envision, 
design and implement transformational 
worship,” he added. 

The office plans a Transformational 
Worship Initiative to train local church 
leaders, allowing 10-12 persons per event 
to have hands-on training and acquire valu¬ 
able resources to more effectively leading 
worship in their local context. The first 
event should be in place soon after Annual 
Conference of 2014. 

The office of Congregational 
Development and Transformation is work¬ 
ing on increasing access to and the use of 
Missionlnsite materials. Working with Rev. 
Valerie Robideaux, Weber is hoping to 
increase the use of demographic materials 
and hopes to recruit and train at least one 
person in each district to be facilitators for 
increasing the use and effectiveness of the 
Missionlnsite resources available to confer¬ 
ence churches. 

Eventually, Robideaux and the district 
representatives will also be available to 
consult with individual congregations or 
teams. “This will be a much better model 
for the strategic deployment of the 
resources rather than the ‘service provider’ 
model we are currently using wherein peo¬ 
ple call me to provide reports. The new 
model will spread the skills, access and use 
throughout interested churches,” said 
Weber. 

Even though there are so many exciting 
ministries taking place in churches across 
the conference, there is always room for 
each of us to stop and assess how we use 
our time and energy and how we align our 
precious resources. Things can change 
around us at such a rate that we need to re¬ 
tool our ministries and refocus our mission. 

If your church could benefit from one or 
more of these exciting experiences, visit 
http://lacongregationaldevelopment.word- 
press.com. 
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Fresh Expressions grant winners named by La. Conference Board of Discipleship 


Expressions 


The Louisiana Conference Board of 
Discipleship (CBOD) recently announced 
seven recipients of this year’s Fresh 
Expressions of Church micro-grants. The 
$500 grants will assist the winners in sup¬ 
porting community outreach initiatives. 

In the Shreveport District, one recipient 
is the Benton UMC Community Garden. 
The project will partner with area food 
pantries, other churches, the local 4-H pro¬ 
gram and Lion’s Club to create a communi¬ 
ty garden where people can come together 
and learn to grow, harvest and cook fresh 
vegetables.Nutrition classes will also be 
offered. 

A second recipient in the Shreveport 
District is Lakeview UMC in Minden. The 
church began a Sunday evening contempo¬ 
rary worship service in May of 2013. The 
Fresh Expressions grant will help to pay 
for outdoor advertising banners and door- 
hanger flyers that will help Lakeview UMC 
publicize this “LITE” evening service 
throughout the Minden area. The service is 
designed to reach unchurched youth and 
adults in the community. 

Lake Charles District winners include 
First UMC, DeRidderand a collaboration 
between University UMC in Lake Charles 
and McNeese Wesley Foundation. First 
UMC in DeRidder will use the grant to 
“Backpack Manna,” providing ready-to-eat 
bags of food for junior-high and high- 
school students who’ve been identified by 
school counselors as being at risk of going 
hungry during school 


holidays. Approximately 35 teens will 
receive the “manna.” 

McNeese Community Garden, a joint 
effort between University UMC and the 
Wesley Foundation, will begin in January 


of 2014. Plots of land sufficient for eight to 
nine families will be designated and locat¬ 
ed on the UUMC campus. The garden will 
help students and area residents build a 
sense of community, leam gardening skills, 


appreciate the wonder of God’s creation, 
and grow fresh produce to improve nutri¬ 
tion among low-income neighbors. 

Gardens will utilize organic practices. 

Baton Rouge District churches receiving 
grants include Camphor UMC and HOPE 
Community UMC. Camphor will offer a 
cultural-enrichment program called “A 
Gumbo of Art, Music and Culture,” which 
will feature lessons and activities for six to 
nine-year-old children in the Scotlandville 
area of Baton Rouge. Programs will 
include etiquette lessons; field trips to 
museums, cultural sites and tours of black- 
owned businesses; art and music lessons; 
and a performance at the end of the pro¬ 
gram for parents and neighbors. 

HOPE Community UMC will provide a 
tutoring program which targets children in 
the 70805 zip code, an area known to have 
a high crime rate. The after school project 
will offer academic tutoring, training and 
other enrichment and remedial programs, 
while tending to the spiritual nurturing of 
both parents and students. 

Monroe District’s Chatham UMC will 
offer “Fun in the Son” swimming lessons 
in the Summer of 2014. The church offered 
swimming lessons to area children free of 
charge last summer, and received an enthu¬ 
siastic response in the community. The les¬ 
sons will safeguardlocal children who have 
access to many bodies of water (creeks, 
lakes and pools) but who may not know 
how to swim. Additionally, a “praise 
camp” and guitar lessons will be offered. 


Local churches help with layette collection, donations to Heifer project 



United Methodists from throughout the Louisiana Annual Conference helped ‘Prepare for the Child’ by collecting items for layette kits that will be distributed through United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. Layette items are shown under the Christmas tree at University United Methodist Church, right, which served as a collection site for the 
Baton Rouge District. Volunteers are shown with more layette items, left, at Luling UMC. Photos identified in the following story. 


United Methodist churches from 
throughout the Louisiana Conference par¬ 
ticipated in “Prepare for the Child” by 
collecting items for layette kits for distri¬ 
bution through United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. From Nov. 17-Dec. 
8, congregations collected items for the 
kits and received monetary donations to 
support the conference initiative. 

Luling United Methodist Church was 
one of hundreds of local churches that 
participated in “Prepare for the Child.” 


More than 150 layette items were donat¬ 
ed by church members and delivered to 
the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in 
Baldwin, Louisiana. “Even in the face of 
a natural disaster, mothers need to bathe 
and clothe their children. UMCOR pro¬ 
vides layette kits with basic supplies to 
help mothers of very young children in 
times of distress. When disaster strikes, 
these kits are waiting and available to be 
sent out immediately to help those in 
need,” wrote Sarah Adcock of Luling 


UMC. Sandy Matthews and Ellie Bums 
help collect items and prepare for deliv¬ 
ery. 

Also, friends and members of Luling 
UMC recently partnered with Z-Deco 
Ceramic Pottery of Destrehan to host a 
Christmas ornament painting party to 
benefit Heifer International, an organiza¬ 
tion that works with communities to end 
hunger and poverty. Guests each created 
a keepsake ornament, and the proceeds 
were used to purchase one share of a goat 


and a “hope basket” (including a gift of 
rabbits and a starter flock of chickens), 
which provides eggs and protein for nour¬ 
ishment and helps boost income through 
sales of extra eggs and offspring. Shown 
at the party are Caleb Guarisco, Ellie 
Milster, Claire Green, Sarah Green and 
Thomas Adcock; middle row, Alette 
Matthews and Emily Adcock; and back, 
Zhana Morrow. 
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Small Churches, from page 1 

ed and comfortable, sun-splashed rooms. 

Both Rives and Betz are planning for 
more children and to expand from the cur¬ 
rent six rooms to five more down the hall. 
The need is great, they said, and they may 
soon be caring for the children of nearby 
Baker High School girls. 

“We both believe children deserve noth¬ 
ing less than first class treatment - that’s 
what the Bible says,” Stacey Betz said. 
“During the interview process teachers are 
asked, ‘Do you feel led by God to work 
with children?’ If you are doing something 
you are not called to do you will not proj¬ 
ect that positivity to the children.” 

The teachers’ daily lesson plans focus 
on fine motor skills, gross motor, social- 
emotional, cognitive and outdoor experi¬ 
ences - such as science and nature, and per¬ 
sonal relationships with the teacher and 
each other, Betz explained. 

“The curriculum is basically 70 percent 
child-directed and 30 percent teacher 


directed - they are playing - we’re teach¬ 
ing,” Betz said. “They are building with 
blocks - we ask, ‘how high is that?”’ 

Exactly how the for-profit early child¬ 
hood development center fits with the non¬ 
profit church is still being worked out. 

“We have the same vision -it’s not 
about the money,” Rives said. “We have to 
think about this as a ministry and how do 
we make that work.” 

“Our Zachary center is successful - we 
are being blessed,” Betz added. “We feel 
when you are blessed you give back. I 
believe faith is action - not words. 

“This is something we wanted to do - 
we want to give quality child care to this 
church and this community,” Betz said. “If 
it makes us money so be it - if we never 
make money so be it - it is in God’s 
hands.” 

“Our mission statement says each child 
is a unique creation of God,” Betz said, 
“and we accept them and their family 
where they are and who they are and we 
are just called to love them and minister to 



them and teach them to the best of our abil¬ 
ity.” 

Center Director Alison Kirkland, added, 
“The love of Jesus shines through our 
teachers every day. Our teachers are very 
loving and very caring. Everyone is treated 
equally, no discrimination, no disabilities.” 

Julie Ann Estep, mother of baby Colt, 
said, “It’s great to have him in a Christian 
environment and having people around him 
who love him and who you trust in while 
you’re at work.” 

Feeding the hungry 

Every Wednesday noon, about 100 folks 
gather in the sanctuary to sing some hymns 
and hear a brief message from Rives before 
eating a free meal in the fellowship hall. 
The Wednesday lunch was first held for 
Hurricane Katrina evacuees in 2005 and 
continues to this day. 

Kitchen supervisor Chris Betz, Stacey’s 
husband, and a dozen volunteers prepare 
the Wednesday lunch and hundreds of 
other meals each day in the church’s 
restaurant-quality kitchen. The meals are 


distributed to a dozen area pre-schools and 
private schools, the Baton Rouge Detox 
Center and the local Meals on Wheels. 

Charlie Toler, 81, and his wife Marie, 

82, Baker UMC members for 45 years, 
publish the church’s “The Flame” newslet¬ 
ter and host Alcoholics Anonymous meet¬ 
ings. 

“God just provides it all,” Charlie Toler 
said. “We don’t know how.” 

Rives said they are constantly amazed at 
how everything works out. For example, 
they never charge a set price and when they 
catered a wedding reception, “I expected 
about $2,000 but they gave us a check for 
$10,000,” he said with a big smile. 

“There is a great need in this communi¬ 
ty for the things that we do,” Rives said. 
“This is not about First United Methodist 
Church - we don’t see ourselves as any¬ 
thing other than a vital part of the com¬ 
munity. We really feel that’s our calling. 
Even though we don’t have many people 
- the people we do have are incredibly 
dedicated.” 



Bright Beginnings is a faith-based, for-profit childhood development center owned by Stacey and Chris Betz, and housed in First UMC in Baker. The center opened in late 
September in First’s freshly painted and renovated Sunday School classrooms and employs five certified teachers. Rev. Gene Rives, pastor of First UMC, is shown top right with 
center directors. Photos by Mark Hunter. 
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Upcoming events around the Louisiana Annual Conference 



leadership practices 

Monroe and Shreveport Districts, the event 
is $20 per person before Jan. 3, and $25 
per person after Jan. 3. Registration 
includes lunch. CEU credits can be earned 
by attending. Download and send in the 
registration form found at http://www.la- 
umc.org/events/detail/4905 

Sponsored by Trinity UMC and the 


Workshop focuses on 

Experience Dr. William J. Abraham and 
his focus on leadership practices “rooted in 
the wisdom of the Spirit” Jan. 15, 2014 at 
Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Ruston, La. 

Leading Forward is designed to encour¬ 
age pastors, church staff and laity. 



Bishop Swanson to speak at gathering 


A Gathering of Urban and Rural 
Practitioners will be held Jan. 16-18, 2014 
in Houston, Tex. Participants will take 
home insights from gifted speakers and rel¬ 
evant workshops, best practices for leading 
renewal in today’s challenging urban and 
rural context, and new connections with 
peers facing similar issues. 

Speakers and workshops will cover 
such diverse topics as Congregational 
Renewal in both the Rural and Urban 
Context, Grant Writing, Asset-based 
Community Development, Circles Out of 
Poverty, Effective Combating of Racism, 
Cross-Cultural Hospitality, Networking 
Theory and Practice, and much more. 

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will 


serve as opening worship preacher for the 
event, speaking on “The HOPE Factor.” 
Louisiana’s own Rev. Dr. Joe Connelly will 
present a plenary with Rev. Sharon Schwab 
entitled “Shifts and their Impact.” Rev. 

John Edgar will serve as Bible study leader 
and Rev. Levy Bautista, with the United 
Nations and General Board of Church and 
Society, will also present during the event. 

This event is sponsored by the General 
Board of Global Ministries (UMC) and 
coordinated by iRUN (The International 
Rural and Urban Network of the United 
Methodist Church). 

Questions? Contact Dr. Joe Connelly at 
(225) 266-7363. To register, visit 
http://www.la-umc.org/news/detail/1090 


LAVIM team leader training is Jan. 24, 2014 


Make plans to attend the Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission Team Leader 
Training and Strategic Mission Planning 

event Jan. 24, 2014 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. Participants will discuss 
best practices and leam more about effec¬ 
tive mission planning, insurance, team 
recruitment, and more. The event will 
include “huddle” time for those with inter¬ 


ests in serving in specific regions. Those 
attending will receive .75 CEU credits. 
Visit http://www.la- 

umc. org/console/files/oF ormsY J7 JB 6/VI 
MTLT2014_Brochure_DTKS6 JPN.pdfe 
to find out more. To register, call The 
Wesley Center at (318) 449-4500 or visit 
www.thewesleycenter.com 


Disaster 

Response 


Fasting retreat slated at Wesley Center 


What is fasting? Why did John 
Wesley fast? Get away from your every¬ 
day activities and join us as we examine 
the Spiritual Discipline of fasting. 

The Academy for Spiritual 
Leadership will sponsor Fasting, a spiri¬ 
tual retreat, Jan. 30-Feb.l, 2014 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. Cost 


for the event is $200 single occupancy 
and $185 double occupancy. 

For additional information, contact 
Rev. Frances J. Hooton, Academy 
Director at franhoot@gmail.com or 
Linda Gregg at academyforspirituallead- 
ership@la-umc. org 


Disaster Response event is Jan. 30-Feb. 1 


Conducted by UMCOR consultants and 
staff, participants in this informative work¬ 
shop will improve their volunteer skills in 
disaster response. The 2014 Disaster 
Response Academy will be held at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth from Jan. 31- 
Feb. 1. Participants are asked to register by 
Jan. 15, but check with The Wesley Center 


at (318) 449-4500 or contact event coordi¬ 
nator Rev. Darryl Tate at (318) 816-2513 to 
see if places are still available. To find out 
more, view the event brochure at 
http://www.la- 

umc.org/console/files/oEvent_Calendar_E 

UXQLB/Disaster_Response_Academy_VP 

F2YRXP.pdf 



LaMsma *5 bay 
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5 Day Academy focuses 

Nurture body, mind and spirit during the 
Louisiana 5 Day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation, to be held Feb. 9-14 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

Intended for both clergy and layper¬ 
sons, the event provides a space for partici- 


on holistic spirituality 

pants to rediscover Christianity’s rich, spir¬ 
itual heritage through worship, learning 
and fellowship. Find out more about this 
event at http://www.la- 
umc. org/events/detail/4885 



Poverty and the Christian Response is Feb. 8 


A Louisiana Conference social action 
event sponsored by United Methodist 
Women, United Methodist Men, the Board 
of Church and Society and COSROW will 
be held Feb. 8, 2014 from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church, 703 Lee 
Ave. in Lafayette. 

Although acts of mercy (like donations 
to the Food Bank) are vital, and will be a 


part of this event’s discussion, the work¬ 
shop will focus on justice, action and long¬ 
term solutions to social problems and 
needs. 

Cost for the event is $15 (includes 
lunch); please register by Feb. 1, 2014. 
Registration information may be found at 
http://www.la-umc.org/events/detaiL4894 
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New Church on Louisiana Avenue brings renewed life to a declining church in Acadiana District 


On Sunday, Nov. 24, Rev. Rob Weber 
stood in the back of the small sanctuary of 
a church that had been close to closing its 
doors-and witnessed what he could only 
describe as “nothing short of a miracle.” 

In just four short months, a new and 
vibrant congregation was bom in the place 
of one that had been stmggling (fewer than 
20 people in attendance) and declining, 
reported Weber, conference director of 
Congregational Development and 
Transformation. 

This “phoenix rising” event was the cul¬ 
mination of plans spearheaded by Rev. Ed 
Boyd, Acadiana District Superintendent, 
and Rev. Weber as they worked with 
Bishop Cynthia Harvey to bring in Rev. 
Robert Johnson to start the new church and 
set a tone for a new model of ministry. 

“The New Church on Louisiana Avenue 
in Lafayette--what it is known by until a 
new name is selected--is progressing quite 
well. Rev. Johnson (pictured top) has a 
powerful vision for meeting people with 
the love of Christ no matter where they are, 
and he isn’t afraid to do things differently. 
He demonstrated his propensity towards 
change when he first arrived and dissolved 
all the offices of the existing congregation 
in order to make room for the ‘new thing 
that God was about to do.’ While there was 
already a building and a small congrega¬ 
tion, the potential for the work of the 
church in than important location was not 
being accomplished,” said Weber. 

The work of renewal and rebuilding 
became contagious. With Rev. Johnson’s 
uncontainable excitement for ministry, and 
Rev. Weber’s vision and out-of-the-box 
thinking, the two worked on a process and 
timeline for the birth of the new church. 
Robert went to work, meeting school prin¬ 
cipals, business owners, homeless people 
and anyone who would talk to him. His 
skills in sales and in the business world 
proved to be a tremendous asset in the re¬ 
birth of a congregation. He has created an 
active presence on FaceBook to evangelize 
through social media. He shared his vision 
with other churches in the district, many of 
helping with hands-on services and mone¬ 
tary donations. “This is the way our United 
Methodist Connection should work,” said 
Rev. Boyd. “Churches helping other 
churches become all that they can be in 


order to fulfill the Gospel.” 

The New Church on Louisiana boasts 
newly installed audio and visual media 
equipment, an elevated sound booth in the 
back of the worship space, new drums and 
and some fresh paint in the gathering area 
and sanctuary. Over the next year, rooms 
for nursery and children’s facilities will be 
renovated and crucial improvements will 
be made to improve restroom and parking 
capacity. The church’s outdoor sign-passed 
by almost 60,000 people each day—will 
also be improved. 

The church hosted a Friends and Family 
Event Nov. 23-24, serving as the “soft 
launch” for the new church. “I wouldn’t be 
surprised” said Weber, “if they need more 
space before they officially launch in 
August of 2014.” 

Describing his experience at the Nov. 24 
worship service, Weber went on to say, “I 
stood looking at the room where only a few 
months ago, we had met with 15 or so peo¬ 
ple who were unsure about what we were 
asking of them-and now I was witnessing 
a gathering of over 150 people giving 
themselves to vibrant worship and praising 
God. I looked with tears in my eyes at the 
line of people in the front of the room who 
had come forward to make an affirmation 
of faith or to dedicate their lives to Christ. 

“There was one man who has been a 
child at the church years before who had let 
life carry him down the wrong road. He 
was standing in front of that gathering and 
said, ‘I found my way in to dealing drugs. 
That life style is filled with promises. I had 
the cars, the houses, the women, and I’d be 
lying if I told you that I hadn’t held a mil¬ 
lion in cash, but the truth is, and I know it 
now, that none of it can compare to this... 
to the love of God and the new life I feel 
with my family in Christ.’” 

Weber also pointed out that this is the 
conference’s first church plant that has 
been rooted in African American leader¬ 
ship and tradition in a couple of decades. 

In the Lake Charles District, progress is 
being made in developing a new church in 
the Morganfield area of the district. Similar 
conversations are being held for possible 
new church plants in the Monroe and New 
Orleans Districts. 

“Donnie Wilkinson, Steven Spurlock, 
Jack O’Dell, Josh Milliron and I held a 


meeting of the Lake Charles Church 
Location and Building group (currently 
serves as the group interested in developing 
new ministries as well as approving build¬ 
ing and land issues). We are in discussion 
with the developers of the Morganfield 
Development planned community in the 
southeast comer of Lake Charles just out¬ 
side of the incorporated area. This section 
is slated for major development along two 
significant north-south traffic arteries. We 
hope to obtain land for the development of 
a new congregation. Both University and 
St. Luke Simpson are interested in provid¬ 
ing some support for a new congregation in 
this area. We hope to have in place a poten¬ 
tially significant congregation ready to 
intersect with the economic growth that 
will come with the new companies that are 
already moving or are slated to move into 
the area in the near future,” said Weber. 

One of the areas of interest that the 
designers of the planned community have 
for a church in the area would be the provi¬ 
sion of a quality early childhood education 
program. “This will be a project that 
requires a special individual to serve as a 
lead pastor,” said Weber, who believes that 
through such a church, the conference will 
be able to serve and care for people starting 
a new chapter of life as well as getting the 
opportunity to create a nurturing environ¬ 
ment for a new generation of children, 
forming relationships in a developing com¬ 
munity. An appointment to this ministry 
will be needed in the next year or two. 

Another possibility in Lake Charles 
involves Fairview UMC, located in an area 
of the city slated for major growth. “We are 
considering the best way to involve the 
members of the Fairview congregation in 
the conversation and determine how to help 
them develop a vision for an increased 
ministry to an area about to undergo rapid 
transformation - or to look at other options 
which might include sharing a location, 
etc.,” said Weber. 

In the New Orleans District, work is 
happening through what is called the 
“Planting Zone.” 

“We are bringing many resources and 
areas of expertise to work on the issues fac¬ 
ing the church in the area. Work has begun 
with Rev. Jon Lord and the members of 
Carrollton in New Orleans in preparation 


for a re-start. Our goal is to launch the 
restart in 2014 as a fitting celebration of the 
centennial of the construction of the historic 
sanctuary building that stands on Carrollton 
Avenue. Discussions include pressing main¬ 
tenance and remodeling issues with the 
Carrollton facility. We also continue to 
work with Beth Tu’uta and the combined 
congregations of El Mesias and Kenner 
UMC to form a new church. The congrega¬ 
tion is working on a new name and a year¬ 
long evangelism plan. Plans are also under¬ 
way for refurbishing the sanctuary and sev¬ 
eral areas of the building to make it more 
functional as a place for a multilingual con¬ 
gregation as well as increasing usefulness 
for weekday ministries with the community. 
Rev. Tu’uta is excited about the possibility 
of hosting people who would like to serve 
as ministry interns at the church. Details are 
being formulated for work in the areas of 
children’s ministry and community out¬ 
reach,” said Weber. 

Conversations with all six District 
Superintendents have been held regarding 
the work of Congregational Development 
and Transformation. In The Monroe 
District, work is happening in a cooperative 
effort among the District, several local 
churches and the Office of Congregational 
Development and Transformation to devel¬ 
op a new congregation and outreach min¬ 
istry that should receive an appointment in 
July of 2014. In the Shreveport District, 
the office is in conversation about several 
ministry possibilities. There are merger 
possibilities, relocation possibilities, rebirth 
possibilities, and the possibilities of creat¬ 
ing one or more new congregations. 

“This is not simply a story of throwing 
money at a problem and hoping it gets bet¬ 
ter; it is looking strategically at some of our 
locations, realizing that there are many 
people who need to be reached who are not 
being reached under the current congrega¬ 
tional model, and making the hard deci¬ 
sions and the changes necessary to build a 
growing and vibrant congregation that 
reaches where the people are,” said Weber. 

The budget allocated by the conference 
is a strong statement as to the importance 
of this tremendous work, yet, the cost of 
buildings, equipment, land, salaries, etc. is 
so much more that one might imagine, he 

See New Church, page 8 
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For clergy planning 
to retire in 2014 

If you are planning to retire at the 2014 
Session of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, we would like to have your 
retirement request in the Bishop’s office by 
Monday, Jan. 6, 2014 and no later than 
Friday, Feb. 28, 2014. The early deadline 
helps us make sure that all preparations for 
your retirement are completed in a timely 
manner. 

Please send a copy of your request for 
retirement letter to: 

Your District Superintendent 
Ralph Ford, Director of Administrative 
Services, email: ralphford@la-umc.org 
Juan Huertas, Chair of Conference 
Relations, email: pastorjuan@stjohnsbr.org 
John Edd Harper, Coordinator of the 
CBOM, email: johneddharper@la-umc.org 

If you have any questions please feel 
free to call (225) 766-4594 or write pastor- 
juan@stj ohnsbr.org 

Trinity UMC seeks 
youth/student director 

Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Ruston, La. is searching for candidates for 
the position of Director of Youth/Student 
Ministries. Trinity UMC is a large, active, 
growing church with just under 2,000 
members. Student Ministry is a key com¬ 
ponent of our ministry program. 
Compensation is commensurate with edu¬ 
cation and experience. Bachelor’s degree 
or higher is preferred. Contact Rev. Jerry 
Hilbun atjerryh@trinityruston.org or call 
(318) 251-0750. 

NOLA Wesley Foundation 
seeks Campus Minister 

The NOLA Wesley Foundation (Tulane 
& Loyola Universities) is searching for 
candidates for the position of Campus 
Minister/Director. Located in uptown New 
Orleans, NOLA Wesley is a ministry of 
both students and non-students with a pas¬ 
sion for loving God and serving others. 
Compensation will be based upon level of 
experience. Ordained or Provisional Elder 
is preferred. Deadline to apply is Jan. 31, 
2014. Please contact Dr. Lisa Settles (lset- 
tles@tulane.edu) to inquire or to apply. 

New Church, from page 1 

added. Additional sources of funding are 
always needed. “New Church Starts 
Ministry” was formed by the Board of 
Laity to take the place of the Bob Lay 
1000 Club. The principle behind New 
Church Starts Ministry is to provide 
resources to help churches be bom and to 
create space where new relationships with 
Christ can be cultivated. Donations to New 
Church Starts Ministry will be used to help 
provide space, or to renovate (not for con¬ 
venience or simply to be more attractive) 
in order to help new or renewing churches 
be more faithfril in reaching new disciples 
for Christ. Each district will have a repre¬ 
sentative responsible for communicating 
the purpose of the ministry. More informa¬ 
tion will soon be available about the New 
Church Start Ministry. 



Tax-Smart Christmas Giving 


The IRA Rollover 

If you are over age 7 OV 2 , the Federal 
government still permits you to give up 
to $100,000 from your IRA to charity 
without tax through December 31, 2013. 
You may benefit from this law for tax- 
smart giving if you: 

• Do not itemize but still make gifts to 
your church 

• Are required to take an unneeded IRA 
distribution (RMD), or 

• Wish to make a special gift but your 
major assets are in your IRA 


The IRA Rollover offer is good only 
through December 31, 2013. 
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Charitable Gift Annuities 

A charitable gift annuity is a contract that pays 
you an income for life and then provides a 
permanent gift for your church. 

• Dependable income for life 

• Tax-free income 

• An immediate tax deduction 

• A legacy for your faith 



(225) 346-1535 ■ (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


Always consult your financial advisor before making any significant estate planning decisions. 


Call us to find out how you and your 
United Methodist Church can 
benefit from tax-smart giving! 



















